WORSHIP AT ELEVEN
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
February 4, 2018

The Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany/Youth Sunday

Welcome to First Church!

If you are visiting today and looking for a church home, welcome! For more than 165 years our
Covenant has been: We covenant with the Lord Jesus Christ and one another, and bind ourselves in
the presence of God to live together in all God’s ways as revealed to us by the Holy Spirit and holy
scripture. The church acknowledges that all members have the right of individual interpretation of
the principles of the Christian faith and respects them in their honest convictions. In accordance with
the teaching of our Lord, the church recognizes two sacraments: Baptism and Holy Communion.
Please silence all electronic devices.
Assistive listening devices and large-print bulletins with hymns of the day are available at the
Sanctuary doors. Deacons wearing green nametags can assist you.
Cards requesting prayer are in the pew racks and placed in the offering plate.
(*) Indicates the congregation should stand as they are able.
Enter to Worship – Depart to Serve. Please use this time for quiet preparation for worship.
‘We have waited in silence on your loving-kindness, O God, in the midst of your temple.’
(Psalm 48:8)

Prelude		 Concerto No. 5, 1st Movement
Alyssia Palmer, violin

Friedrich Seitz

Enter to Worship
Chutney Anderson
Leader: Blessed be God, Light of the world, bright Morning Star, and
Spirit of love.
* Then all stand.
L: Come, rejoice and sing! God’s love is showered over you this day.
P: We gather to praise God and celebrate God’s presence with us.
L: God shows compassion to all who are weak and downtrodden.
P: Jesus Christ offers healing mercies to our troubled souls.
L: Praise be to God who has called us here.
P: Thanks be to God for God’s eternal love. Amen.
* Processional Hymn 148

At the name of Jesus		

King’s Weston

* Invocation
Cassidy Hopcraft
L: God be with you.
P. And also with you.
L: Let us pray.
P: Set us free, O God, from the bondage of our sin, and give us the
liberty of that abundant life which you have made known to us in our
Savior Jesus Christ; who lives with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.

* Welcome and Passing of the Peace

Dylan Hopcraft

Please find the attendance pad at the end of the pew, sign it and pass it on to your neighbor.

L: The peace of the Lord be always with you.
P: And also with you.
L: Let us greet one another with the sign of Christ’s peace.

The Blessing of the Keys				

Anthem		 I will arise and go to Jesus
I will arise and go to Jesus,
He will embrace me in His arms,
In the arms of my dear Saviour,
Oh! there are ten thousand charms.

Mission Invitation					

Mark S. Williams

The Hebrew Scripture
Isaiah 40:21–31 (O.T., p. 668)
L: May Light break forth on God’s Holy Word.		
P: Thanks be to God.

Erin Murray

arr. Shaw/Parker

Children’s Time

Mae Hubbard and Matty Provenzano

After children’s time, the children are invited to return to sit with their families. A fully staffed
childcare ministry is provided during each Sunday Morning Worship Service and Education
Hour for infants through age four.This ministry is located in the nursery and toddler rooms on
the first floor of the Education Wing.

The Epistle
1 Corinthians 9:16–23 (N.T., p. 171) Luke Zimmerman
L: May Light break forth on God’s Holy Word.			
P: Thanks be to God.
* Gospel Hymn 307		

Fight the good fight

Duke Street

The Gospel 		
Mark 1:29–39 (N.T., p. 35)
L: May Light break forth on God’s Holy Word.
P: Thanks be to God.

Mia Provenzano

Meditation 		
“Called to Healing”
A time of reflection follows.

Will Zimmerman

The Prayers of the People				

Nina Zimmerman

Everytime I feel the spirit

Spiritual, arr. Dale Adelmann

Every time I feel the Spirit moving in my heart I will pray.
Yes, every time I feel the Spirit moving in my heart I will pray.
Upon the mountain, my Lord spoke, out of His mouth came fire and smoke. Refrain
And all around me look so fine, I asked my Lord if all was mine. Refrain
The Jordan River is chilly and cold, it chills the body but not the soul. Refrain

* Presentation Hymn

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow
sung to Duke Street
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow.
Praise Christ, all creatures here below.
Praise Holy Spirit evermore;
Praise Triune God, whom we adore.
The Sacrament of Holy Communion

We practice open communion: Wherever you are on your faith journey, you are welcome at
the Lord’s table. Please come forward down the center aisle and return to your seat by the side
aisle. (Wheat-free rice flour bread is available on the trays, cut into circles.) Cups with the
purple ribbon around them are filled with wine.

* Invitation			

Joe Spofforth and Adam Wade

* Sursum Corda		

Plainsong

(Today, the Lord’s Prayer will be prayed as part of the Communion liturgy.)

* Communion Prayer		
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Finnegan Miller

Cash and designated checks go to Star House. Star House is a drop-in center for homeless
youth in Central Ohio, helping transitional youth get connected and reconnected with the
community. Star House offers a safe place for homeless youth to seek services and begin to
establish trust to access stabilizing resources such as housing, counseling, and employment
opportunities. Because most services are not all within geographic proximity of a homeless
youth, Star House provides a distinctive opportunity for these youth to receive integrated
behavioral, social, and healthcare services all at one site. Thank you for your generosity.

Anthem

Come, thou fount of ev’ry blessing,
Tune my heart to sing Thy grace,
Streams of mercy never ceasing,
Call for songs of loudest praise.
—Traditional

Teach me some melodious sonnet
Sung by flaming tongues above,
Praise the mount, I’m fixed upon it,
Mount of Thy redeeming love.

The Offertory

Want to give online? Please see the Depart to Serve leaflet for more information and a QR link.
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Richard Proulx

Community Notices - Depart to Serve		
L: Let us depart with a heart to serve.
P: Thanks be to God.

Eddie Anderson IV

* Closing Hymn 422 God, whose giving knows no ending Beach Spring
* Benediction							 Alyssia Palmer
Postlude		 Prelude in A Minor, BWV 543

The congregation may be seated.
L: …Therefore we proclaim the mystery of our faith:
P: Christ has died. Christ is Risen. Christ will come again.
(The Communion Prayer continues)
L: ...Restore the earth with your grace that is able to make all things new.
P: Be present with us as we share this meal, and throughout all our
lives, that we may know you as the Holy One, who with Christ and
the Holy Spirit, lives for ever. Amen.
L: Let us pray as Christ our Savior has taught us.
P: Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors. Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory forever. Amen.
Music During Communion
Anthem		

The Holy Eucharist		

William H. Harris

Him holy In him abide Eternal soul In him you hide All your sin On God laid bare
Receiving life He longs to share.
Him holy In him abide O Christian souls His body live Who in him To Father make
The sacrifice Of Incarnate.
Him holy In him abide Heaven home In him alive Holy love One body make
Joying souls New blessing wake.
—Douglas J. L. Bean

Bulletins are printed on recycled paper with a minimum 50% post-consumer content.
All music in the bulletin is reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-717661. All rights reserved.
Bulletins and audio podcasts of services are available on the website for each week:
www.first-church.org/Worship.aspx
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First Church is a faith community:

Please remain seated for the Prayer of Thanksgiving

Prayer of Thanksgiving				
Madalyn Dean
L: Let us pray.
All: We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us at
your table by granting us the presence of Jesus Christ. Strengthen our
faith, increase our love for one another, and send us forth into the
world in courage and peace, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit;
through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

J.S. Bach

Please be seated for the postlude

Thank you for attending worship this morning. We hope that you have found peace
and grace here and invite you to return often. If you would like more information
or have any questions about First Church, please ask anyone wearing a name-tag.
We’d be delighted to assist you. Please join us for a time of fellowship in the Parish
Hall.
Acolytes: Finnegan Miller & Ruby Holt
Crucifer: Will Zimmerman
Music: The Exultate Choir; The First Church Choir; Kevin Jones, organist
and director
The Flowers This Morning are given to the glory of God and in loving
memory of Kay and Tom Carter and Elmer and Leora Monahan by Jane
Carter & Bob Monahan.
Communion Servers: Finnegan Miller, Hannah Brooks, Ethan Murray,
Sammy Myers, Miriam Myers, and Nick Boriin

First Congregational Church, United Church of Christ

* Sanctus

• Called together by God, the Creator and Sustainer of life,
to worship, pray and serve;
• Led by Jesus Christ, our Teacher and Savior, to learn the
faith and welcome all God’s children;
• Empowered by the Holy Spirit to witness to God’s love
and justice between ourselves, and throughout the world.

Our Open and Affirming Statement
We, the members of First Congregational Church, United
Church of Christ, Columbus, Ohio, believe the following
represents our commitment and desire to reach out and welcome
all those in need of and searching for God’s love: We believe
that we are all created in God’s image, female and male, and
we are called to love our neighbors as Jesus loves us. We believe
we are many members, but one body in Christ, and called to
unite all people in God’s love. We welcome and affirm all people.
We invite those who are seeking God’s presence in their lives to
join us on our common journey. Our faith community seeks to
unite persons of all ages, races, nationalities, ethnicities, sexual
orientations, mental and physical abilities, socioeconomic levels
and political and theological backgrounds. Together in our
diversity, and being empowered and directed by the Holy Spirit,
we will “do justice, love kindness and walk humbly with our
God.” (Micah 6:8) 		
(adopted September 8, 2002 by the congregation)

Offering Plates: Trenton Helmer and Sammy Myers
Greeting at the Exits Today
Rev. Corzine – Broad Street
Mr. Williams – Christian Education wing
Rev. Ahrens – Ninth Street
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444 East Broad Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215-3885
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