WORSHIP AT ELEVEN
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
July 15, 2018

The Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

* Song of Praise

Song of Zechariah, stanza 2

Kingsfold

Welcome to First Church!

Enter to Worship – Depart to Serve. Please use this time for quiet preparation for worship.
‘We have waited in silence on your loving-kindness, O God, in the midst of your temple.’
(Psalm 48:8)

Prelude			 Rhythmic Trumpet		

Seth Bingham

Enter to Worship
Elaine Warren
Leader: The grace of our Savior Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
People: And also with you.
* Then all stand.
L: Come, give to the Lord your praises of thanksgiving.
P: We come this day, grateful for God’s wondrous gifts to us!
L: Sing with great enthusiasm of God’s mighty power and love.
P: We celebrate that love that frames our lives.
L: It is a wonderful thing to praise God!
P: May God’s praise always be in our hearts and in our lives. Amen.
* Opening Hymn 457 I greet Thee, who my sure redeemer art

Toulon

* Invocation				
Anthony Brown
L: God be with you.
P. And also with you.
L: Let us pray.
P: O God, mercifully receive the prayers of your people who call
upon you and grant that they may know and understand what things
they ought to do, and also may have grace and power faithfully to
accomplish them; through Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

Mr. Brown

Our Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.
Amen.

Proper 10

If you are visiting today and looking for a church home, welcome! For more than 165 years our
Covenant has been: We covenant with the Lord Jesus Christ and one another, and bind ourselves in
the presence of God to live together in all God’s ways as revealed to us by the Holy Spirit and holy
scripture. The church acknowledges that all members have the right of individual interpretation of
the principles of the Christian faith and respects them in their honest convictions. In accordance with
the teaching of our Lord, the church recognizes two sacraments: Baptism and Holy Communion.
Please silence all electronic devices.
Assistive listening devices and large-print bulletins with hymns of the day are available at the
Sanctuary doors. Deacons wearing white roses can assist you.
Cards requesting prayer are in the pew racks and placed in the offering plate.
(*) Indicates the congregation should stand as they are able.

The Prayers of the People 			

The Offertory

Want to give online? Please see the Depart to Serve leaflet for more information and a QR link.

Mission Invitation				 Antoinette Koolemans-Beynen
* Welcome and Passing of the Peace
The Rev. Dr. William R. Nirote
L: The peace of the Lord be always with you.
P: And also with you.
L: Let us greet one another with the sign of Christ’s peace.
Please find the attendance pad at the end of the pew, sign it and pass it on to your neighbor.
Children’s Time

Dr. Karen Mozingo

The Hebrew Scripture

2 Samuel 6:1–5, 12b–19 (O.T., p. 280)
Ms. Warren
L: Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church.		
P: Thanks be to God.

The Epistle		
Ephesians 1:3–14 (N.T., p. 192)
L: Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church.		
P: Thanks be to God.
* Gospel Hymn 530

O Lord of life, where’er they be

Ms. Warren

Gelobt sei Gott

During the hymn, children in Kindergarten through Second Grade are invited to Worship
Connections in the Children’s Library on the second floor of the Education Wing. They will return
after the sermon. A fully staffed childcare ministry is provided during each Sunday Morning
Worship Service and Education Hour for infants through age four. This ministry is located in the
Nursery and Toddler Rooms on the first floor of the Education Wing.

The Gospel 			
Mark 6:14–29 (N.T., p. 40)
L: Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church.		
P: Thanks be to God.

Rev. Nirote

Sermon		 “An Admirer or Disciple?”

Rev. Nirote

Cash and designated checks go to NAMI Ohio. The National Alliance on Mental
Illness Ohio’s mission is to improve the quality of life and ensure dignity and respect
for persons with serious mental illness, and offer support to their families and close
friends. As a grassroots organization advocating for mental health issues, NAMI Ohio
has an outstanding history of affecting public policy and legislation regarding care and
resources for persons with serious mental illness. NAMI Ohio members testify before
the General Assembly, educate business and education leaders, and sit on state planning
and advisory committees, Community Mental Health Boards, and various task forces.
NAMI Ohio’s network of 39 local affiliates, serving most of Ohio’s counties, plays an
active role providing support, education, and advocacy on a local level. Thank you for
your generosity.

Voluntary			

* Prayer of Dedication

Mr. Brown

Community Notices - Depart to Serve		
L: Let us depart with a heart to serve.
P: Thanks be to God.
* Closing Hymn 451

Dr. Mozingo

Ye watchers and ye holy ones

Lasst uns erfreuen

* Benediction						

Rev. Nirote

		

Rise up, O People of God
Please be seated for the postlude
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Bingham

* Presentation Hymn 591 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow
Old Hundredth
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow
Praise Christ, all creatures here below
Praise Holy Spirit evermore;
Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen.

Postlude

A time of reflection follows.

I Need Thee Every Hour
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Bingham

Thank you for attending worship this morning. We hope that you have found peace
and grace here and invite you to return often. If you would like more information or
have any questions about First Church, please ask anyone wearing a name tag. We’d
be delighted to assist you. Please join us in the Parish Hall for Fellowship Hour.

First Congregational Church, United Church of Christ

First Church is a faith community:

Acolytes: AnnaSofia Severson and Sebby Kulwicki
We Thank and Welcome the Rev. Dr. William R. Nirote as guest preacher
today. Dr. Nirote was ordained in Central Southeast Ohio Association and
served churches in Ohio and Maryland. Now retired, he is a member of First
Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, and Vice-Moderator of
the Central Southeast Ohio Association of the Ohio Conference UCC. Dr.
Nirote is the author of Bless This Home, published by Pilgrim Press, a service
of blessing for one’s home. Bill and his wife Arevena live in Columbus and
now spend as much time as possible with their three adult children and their
spouses, and six grandchildren.
We Welcome and Thank Anthony Brown for serving as officiant.
Music: G. Dene Barnard, guest organist
The Flowers This Morning are given by Bruce and Fran Panek to the
glory of God and dedicated to all who support and work for keeping families
in America, whether small or large, together and strong. No matter where
you’re from, we’re glad you’re our neighbor!
Greeting at the Exits Today
Rev. Nirote – Broad Street
Mr. Brown – Ninth Street
Dr. Mozingo – Christian Education wing

Bulletins are printed on recycled paper with a minimum 50% post-consumer content.
All music in the bulletin is reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-717661. All rights reserved.
Bulletins and audio podcasts of services are available on the website for each week:
www.first-church.org/Worship.aspx
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• Called together by God, the Creator and Sustainer of life,
to worship, pray and serve;
• Led by Jesus Christ, our Teacher and Savior, to learn the
faith and welcome all God’s children;
• Empowered by the Holy Spirit to witness to God’s love
and justice between ourselves, and throughout the world.

Our Open and Affirming Statement
We, the members of First Congregational Church, United
Church of Christ, Columbus, Ohio, believe the following
represents our commitment and desire to reach out and welcome
all those in need of and searching for God’s love: We believe
that we are all created in God’s image, female and male, and
we are called to love our neighbors as Jesus loves us. We believe
we are many members, but one body in Christ, and called to
unite all people in God’s love. We welcome and affirm all people.
We invite those who are seeking God’s presence in their lives to
join us on our common journey. Our faith community seeks to
unite persons of all ages, races, nationalities, ethnicities, sexual
orientations, mental and physical abilities, socioeconomic levels
and political and theological backgrounds. Together in our
diversity, and being empowered and directed by the Holy Spirit,
we will “do justice, love kindness and walk humbly with our
God.” (Micah 6:8) 		
(adopted September 8, 2002 by the congregation)

First Congregational Church, United Church of Christ
444 East Broad Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215-3885
phone: 614.228.1741 fax: 614.461.1741
www.first–church.org

