WORSHIP AT ELEVEN
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
August 25, 2019

The Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost/Proper 16

Welcome to First Church!

Enter to Worship – Depart to Serve. Please use this time for quiet preparation for worship.
‘We have waited in silence on your loving-kindness, O God, in the midst of your temple.’
(Psalm 48:8)

Even Song		

John La Montaine

Enter to Worship 			
Jenny Provenzano
Leader: The grace of our Savior Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
People: And also with you.
* Then all stand.
L: Give to the Lord your whole trust.
P: We place our lives in God’s care.
L: Know that God has always and will always be with you.
P: We place our spirits in God’s embrace.
L: Worship God in confidence and peace.
P: We open our hearts to God’s incredible love. Amen.
* Opening Hymn 390		

O Savior, in This Quiet Place

Please find the attendance pad in the Welcome Notebook at the end of each pew, sign it and pass it
on to your neighbor.

Children’s Time

If you are visiting today and looking for a church home, welcome! For more than 166 years our
Covenant has been: We covenant with the Lord Jesus Christ and one another, and bind ourselves in
the presence of God to live together in all God’s ways as revealed to us by the Holy Spirit and holy
scripture. The church acknowledges that all members have the right of individual interpretation of
the principles of the Christian faith and respects them in their honest convictions. In accordance with
the teaching of our Lord, the church recognizes two sacraments: Baptism and Holy Communion.
Please silence all electronic devices.
Assistive listening devices and large-print bulletins with hymns of the day are available at the
Sanctuary doors. Deacons wearing white roses and Ushers wearing red roses can assist you.
Cards requesting prayer are in the Welcome Notebooks and should be placed in the offering plate.
(*) Indicates the congregation should stand as they are able.

Prelude			

* Welcome and Passing of the Peace
The Rev. Dr. Timothy C. Ahrens
L: The peace of the Lord be always with you.
P: And also with you.
L: Let us greet one another with the sign of Christ’s peace.

St. Stephen

* Invocation				
The Rev. Emily Krause Corzine
L: God be with you.
P. And also with you.
L: Let us pray.
P: Grant to us, O God, we pray, the spirit to think and do always
those things that are right, that we, who cannot exist without you,
may by you be enabled to live according to your will; through Jesus
Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Mark S. Williams

The Hebrew Scripture

Isaiah 58:9b–29 (O.T. p. 688)

L: Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church.		
P: Thanks be to God.

Mrs. Provenzano

Anthem
Like a River Glorious
arr. Patti Drennan
Like a river glorious, is God’s perfect peace, over all victorious in it’s
bright increase. Perfect,yet it floweth fuller every day. Perfect, yet it
groweth deeper all the way. Stayed upon Jehovah hearts are fully blessed.
Finding as He promised, perfect peace and rest. Hidden in the hollow
of His blessed hand, never foe can follow, never traitor stand; Not a
surge of worry, not a shade of care, not a blast of hurry touch the spirit
there. Every joy or trial falleth from above, Traced upon our dial by the
Sun of Love. We may trust Him fully all for us to do; They who trust
Him wholly find Him wholly true. Stayed upon Jehovah, hearts are fully
blessed; finding as He promised, perfect peace and rest; quiet rest.
The Epistle 		
Hebrews 12:18–29 (N.T. p. 227)
L: Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church.		
P: Thanks be to God.
* Gospel Hymn 341		

Blessed Assurance

Mrs. Provenzano

Assurance

Children, Kindergarten through 2nd grade, are invited to the Worship Connections in the
Children’s Library on the 2nd floor of the Education Wing. They will return after the sermon.
A fully-staffed childcare ministry is provided during each Sunday Morning Worship Service and
Education Hour for infants through age 4. This ministry is located in the nursery and toddler
rooms on the first floor of the Education Wing.

The Gospel

Luke 13:10–17 (N.T. p. 76)

L: Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church.		
P: Thanks be to God.

The Rev. Dr. Renee
Wormack-Keels

Sermon 			“Women Rising”
Rev. Wormack-Keels
Part five of the six-part sermon series,“400 Years of Africans in America.”

Anthem
Steal Away
arr. Moses Hogan
Steal away, steal away, steal away to Jesus! Steal away, Steal away home, I
ain’t got long to stay here. My Lord calls me, He calls me by the thunder,
The trumpet sounds within-a my soul, I ain’t got long to stay here. Steal
Away, steal away, steal away to Jesus! Steal away, steal away home, I
ain’t got long to stay here. Green trees are bending, poor sinner stands
a-trembling; The trumpet sounds within-a my soul, I ain’t got long to
stay here. Steal away, steal away, steal away to Jesus! Steal away, steal away
home, I ain’t got long to stay here. My Lord calls me, He calls me by the
lightning; The trumpet sounds within-a my soul, I ain’t got long to stay
here.Steal away, steal away home, I ain’t got long to stay here. Steal away,
steal away.
The Prayers of the People Litany		
Please see panel 5 for the Litany

Rev. Ahrens

Our Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.
Amen.
The Offertory
Mission Invitation					

Brigette Tharp

Cash and designated checks go to Mid-Ohio Food Bank. The Mid-Ohio Food Bank
is dedicated to feeding hungry people by collecting and distributing food and grocery
products, educating the community about hunger, advocating for hunger relief programs, and collaborating with others who address basic human needs. Thank you for
your generosity.

Voluntary

Pastorale on ‘Morning Star’

Daniel Pinkham

* Presentation Hymn 428

We Give Thee but Thine Own, stanza 1		
Schumann
We give Thee but Thine own,
Whate’er the gift may be;
All that we have is Thine alone,
A trust, O Lord, from Thee.

* Prayer of Dedication

Rev. Corzine

Please be seated for the Notices.

A time of reflection follows.

Community Notices - Depart to Serve		
L: Let us depart with a heart to serve.
P: Thanks be to God.

Mark S. Williams

* Closing Hymn 280 Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound
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New Britain

Postlude

I Love to Tell the Story

Rev. Wormack-Keels
Charles W. Ore

Please be seated for the Postlude.

Thank you for attending worship this morning. We hope that you have found
welcome, peace and grace here, and invite you to return often. If you would like
more information or have any questions about First Church, please ask anyone
wearing a nametag. We’d be delighted to assist you. Please join us for Fellowship
Hour in the Parish Hall immediately following the service.
† We Welcome Guest Preacher the Rev. Dr. Renee Wormack-Keels to the
First Church pulpit this morning. We also welcome Ms. Valarie Pratt-Poitier,
E.W., who is participating in our litany.
† Acolytes: Ruby Holt and Naomi Holt
† Music: Todd Cunningham, Victor John, Sebastian Knowles, Amy Hamlin
Brooks, Catherine Hope-Cunningham, Cathy Redenbarger, Lissa Wade,
Summer Chamber Choir: G. Dene Barnard, guest organist
† The Flowers this Morning are given to the glory of God and in honor of
the youth of First Church by Laurie Maynell.
† Greeting at the Exits Today:
Broad Street – Rev. Wormack-Keels / Rev. Ahrens
Ninth Street – Mr. Williams
Education Wing – Rev. Corzine
†Notes on Today’s Litany
* Inspired by the work of CeCee Mills and Tim Waltonen, of the
Virginia Synod African American Outreach Team for the
“Sankofa Dialogue/Litany,” 2019.
1. Thomas Jefferson, Notes on the State of Virginia, 1785
2. Langston Hughes, “American Heartbreak,” 1951
3. Inspired by Maya Angelou, “And Still We Rise,” 1978

Bulletins are printed on recycled paper with a minimum 50% post-consumer content. All music in
the bulletin is reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-717661. All rights reserved. Bulletins and audio
podcasts of services are available on the website for each week: www.first-church.org/Worship.aspx
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A LITANY FOR 400 YEARS OF AFRICANS IN AMERICA*
By the Rev. Dr. Tim Ahrens
L: God has created all people. Let us give God the glory for creating us all!
C: God be praised for the gift of one human race, in all its complexions,
customs, and cultures!
L: From the beginning, the Church of Jesus Christ has been a blessed mixture of
peoples—women men, children, Jews and Gentiles, slave and free;
C: We celebrate the cradle of Christianity in Africa – in Egypt and Ethiopia.
Before American Christians were a twinkle in the Eye of God, African Christians were rising and spreading the love of Jesus Christ.
L: In shame, Christians and others were shackled and brought to America as
slaves. They came as believers in Christ.
C: Not all “found Jesus” in America. And those who were baptized into
Christ here rose to shine His light to generations of believers! The faith of
millions transformed the Church and our nation. Thanks be to God!
L: On this 400th Anniversary of Africans arriving in America as slaves,
we celebrate all people of African Descent across the globe and in our land.
C: We celebrate the beautiful and powerful presence of all people of African
Descent in our congregation, in Columbus, in Ohio and in our nation.
L: We confess, lament, and grieve the pervasive injustice and harm done to people of African Descent in our nation. We weep for the centuries of the Atlantic
slave trade which resulted in millions of victims in our nation alone.
C: We remember the words of our third President and slave-owner, Thomas
Jefferson who wrote of the sin of slavery: “The Almighty has no attribute
which can take sides with us in this practice of slavery.” 1
L: We lament the tragic legacy of slavery continued in segregated communities,
schools, churches, South and North – a legacy which leaves a tear in the fabric of
every community and a terrible scar on the body of Christ and our nation.
C: We remember the words of African American poet, Langston Hughes, “I
am the American heartbreak; the Rock on which Freedom Stumps its toe; the
great mistake that Jamestown made long ago.”2
L: Out of the American heartbreak, God is still speaking and God keeps a people
vital, with resistance leaders, significant local and national cultural influences,
beautiful music that changes our essence, spirituality that touches our souls, art
beyond imagination, commitment to education, prophetic and social conscience,
transformative writing and leadership in law, government, science and industry.
C: Thanks be to God, as we “lift every voice and sing.”
L: The history of people of African Descent is rich, complex, varied and close to
home.
C: Thanks be to God for the rich, complex and varied blessings which have
touched each of us.
L: Out of history’s shame and deep-rooted pain
C: Still We Rise!
L: Out of slavery’s whip; and tears dreadful stain,
C: Still We Rise!
L: Out of the ashes of the past, out of memories that last,
C: Still We Rise!
L: With God before us, behind us, within us, beside us,
C: We Will Rise! We Will Rise! We Will Rise! Amen.3
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Welcome Statement

First Congregational Church, United Church of Christ

* Benediction						

You are welcomed, affirmed, and loved here; our faith informs
us that you are a child of a loving God. Your characteristics and
gifts will enrich our congregation. In this community, you will be
celebrated, embraced, and honored, no matter how you identify
or how your identity may evolve. Wherever you are on your
faith journey, we invite you to join us in our diverse yet united
experience.

First Church is a Faith Community

• Called together by God, the Creator and Sustainer of life, to
worship, pray and serve;
• Led by Jesus Christ, our Teacher and Savior, to learn the faith
and welcome all God’s children;
• Empowered by the Holy Spirit to witness to God’s love and
justice between ourselves, and throughout the world.

Open and Affirming Statement

We, the members of First Congregational Church, United Church
of Christ, Columbus, Ohio, welcome and affirm all. We believe
we are all created in God’s image and called to love our neighbors
as Jesus loves us. We believe we are many members, but one
body in Christ, called to unite all people in God’s love. We are
a community seeking God’s presence and love in our lives. We
seek to unite persons of all ages, races, nationalities, ethnicities,
sexual orientations, sexes, gender identities and expressions, family
structures, mental, intellectual and physical conditions, economic
circumstances, political, theological and faith backgrounds.
Together in our diversity, and being empowered and directed
by the Holy Spirit, we will “do justice, love kindness, and walk
humbly with our God.” (Micah 6:8) 		
—Adopted September 8, 2002 by the congregation.
Revisions adopted January 27, 2019 by the congregation.
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