
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Still Going Forward on 
‘Future’s Broadening Way’ 
By the Rev. Timothy C. Ahrens, Senior Minister 
(tahrens@first-church.org) 
 
It seems like yesterday that the papers 
were signed for the purchase of the 
Platt Plot on the corner of Cleveland 
Avenue and Broad Street.  It was June 
2010 when we finalized the deal.  But 
there is more to this story than meets 
the eye.   
 
In December 2006, the land adjacent to our church 
became available for purchase. An article appeared in 
The Columbus Dispatch announcing that Byers Used 
Cars was moving to Hamilton Road from the corner of 
Cleveland and Broad streets.  Cars had been sold on 
that corner for more than 70 years.  The asking price for 
the 1.61 acres was $6 million. No one in the city or the 
rest of the world was willing to pay that much.  We were 
willing to negotiate for the land immediately adjacent to 
our property.  We offered $1.5 million for 1/3 of the land.  
The 18 Platt heirs were not willing to negotiate a 
parceling out of the property.  No one was biting on $6 
million from 2006-2009.   
 
Along with the rest of the world, we saw our 
endowments crash in the marketplace and our dreams 
dying on the vine.  (Now they have risen in value to over 
$4.1 million!).  But we are people of faith. We are patient.  
We are hopeful!   We waited, negotiated, talked and 
prayed.  We built relationships.  We stayed in touch.   
 
In the spring of 2010, we saw movement when we 
proposed an offer in which they seemed interested.  
When the dust settled and the proposals before the 
family heirs were considered, they accepted our offer of  
$2.75 million for the whole property.  
 
In 2010, we took on a hugely ambitious capital campaign 
called “The Future’s Broadening Way” based on a line 
from Washington Gladden’s hymn O Master Let Me 
Walk With Thee. We set out to raise $4.8 million  for the 
plot, for mission and care for our property at 444 East  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Broad St.  We fell short of our huge goal and settled at 
$3.4 million.   This is by far the largest capital campaign in 
our church’s history.  Nevertheless, we have had to do 
more with less as we whittled down our dreams made 
due with fewer dollars.  Our campaign officially ends on 
December 31, 2013, but we hope to have everyone finish 
making their gifts, whenever that is. 
 
We are a people of hope.  We believe in God and one 
another.  We will reach our goals.   But we will need 
everyone to finish strong to reach the $3.4 million.  If you 
have made a commitment, plan on getting it in or letting 
us know when it will be coming.  If you have never joined 
the campaign, now is the time.  We need all the help we 
can get.  We need you. 
 
On Sunday, June 9, at 10 a.m. in the Sanctuary, we will 
have a special congregational meeting for updates and 
clarification on a number of issues.  We hope everyone 
can come to worship at 9 a.m. and stay for the meeting or 
come early and stay for worship at 11 a.m.   
 
Blessings to you!  We have a way to go forward on our 
future’s broadening way.  We hope you walk this path 
with us in joy and delight!   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                First Church News 
                                                         First Congregational Church 
                                                                         United Church of Christ      
                                                                                  Columbus, Ohio 
                                                                                                                       “Enter to Worship – Depart to Serve’’ 

June 
2013 

Vol. 161,  
No. 6 

                                   Inside 
From the Pastors – 2                Birthdays – 9 
News – 3-9                              Anniversaries – 9 
Christian Ed –  4                     Calendar - 10 
Music – 5                                Prayers - 11 
                         
 

Don’t Forget! 

Congregational Meeting 

Sunday, June 9 

10 a.m. 

in the Sanctuary 

 



 

2 

 
 

Time Away Refreshes Body and Soul 
By the Rev. Dr. Janine Wilson, Associate Minister 
(jwilson@first-church.org) 
 
I am away on study leave as I write this piece.  The 
chapel  bell just tolled three times, but not to worry; there 
is no betrayal going on any place as far as I know – quite 
the opposite.   
 
T  he storms of yesterday have passed 
over, the birds are in conversation 
across the valley, and fortunately for 
the baby squirrels, the red-tailed hawk 
is not here at the moment.  I am here 
at this place of peace for a rest of soul, 
alias, known as “study leave,” but at 
the heart of it, I am engaged in short-term reading, rest 
and renewal.  (And by the time you are reading this, I've 
been back for two weeks!).   

 
Study leave is 
crucial for clergy. 
 We need fresh 
ways of seeing 
and experiencing 
life.  We are a 
people of place, 
ideas and vision 
who seek to be 
both energized 
and faithful in our 
pursuit and 
passion for the 
gospel.  To this 
end, I've been 
reading authors I 
have celebrated 
for a couple of 
decades – 
McClure, 
Craddock, 
Cooper, Hester 

and Johnson, and am listening to voices newer to me – 
McKenzie, Carter and Van Setter in particular.   
 
The view here is amazing and green.  I feel fresh sprouts 
of the perennials of my life emerging alongside the new 
gifts of annuals.  God is so very good.  I am grateful for 
my week of study leave and ever so thankful for my 
colleague Mark and the nurturing of his spirit and soul to 
come – as he relearns how to slow down, breathe 
differently – and listen for God's still, small voice, 
blessing him throughout his sabbatical summer. 
 
With joy, Reverend Janine 

 

 
Upcoming Sermons 
 
June 2  
Rev. Ahrens Preaching 
Communion Meditation:  "From Temple 
Stones to Healing Touching" 
Texts: Psalm 96:1-9; I Kings 8:22-23, 41-43; Luke 7:1-10 
 
June 9 
Rev. Ahrens Preaching 
Sermon:  "A Prophet and a Healer" 
Texts: Psalm 146; I Kings 17:8-24; Luke 7:11-17 
 
June 16 - Festival of the Christian Home (Part II) 
Rev. Ahrens Preaching 
Baptismal Meditation:   "A Faith that Matters"  
Texts: Psalm 5:1-8;  Galatians 2:15-21;  Luke 7:36-8:3 
 
June 23 
Rev. Ahrens Preaching 
Baptismal Meditation: "Listening to the Whispers of God" 
Texts: Isaiah 65:1-9; I Kings 19:1-4, 8:15a; Luke 8:26-39 
 
June 30 
Rev, Wilson Preaching 
Sermon: “Is Your Passion Transparent?” 
2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14; Luke 9:51-62 

A Very Special Offering for Chris Mondiek  
 
On  May 19, a great group of seven confirmands joined 
our church.  As a special part of the service, the 
confirmands remembered and celebrated Christopher 
Mondiek, who died tragically at 23 just before Christmas.   
 
It was the 10

th
 anniversary of Chris’ confirmation. Chris 

had been a puppeteer when he was younger.  The 
confirmands did a puppet show version of the Acts 2:1-
21 text of the First Pentecost. Then they asked the 
congregation to get behind the Sunday offering and 
support a scholarship at Rochester Institute of 
Technology in memory of Chris. We raised over $1,230.  

I ask if you would help Dave and Priscilla reach the goal 
of $10,000. With our support from May 19, the fund 
now stands at $9,425. We stand only $575 short of 
the goal to activate this scholarship fund. If you 
haven’t had a chance to support the fund or you would 
like to add to a gift already made, send checks to the 
church in Chris' memory and we will send them to RIT.  
Email either Sharon Leidheiser (sleidheiser@first-
church.org) or me (tahrens@first-church.org) if you have 
questions. My phone is 614-228-1741, ext. 13. Thank 
you! – Rev. Ahrens  

From the Pastors  
 
 
 
 
 

". . . you have been given 
beautiful feet.  Use them.  Don't 
race through life; walk.  When 
we are walking, we are able to 
stop and notice a lovely flower 
that is blooming beside us.  We 
are able to appreciate the 
people around us.  We have 
more of a chance of seeing 
God's footprints that surround 
us.  The Scriptures will always 
be our most important resource. 
 But where else might we look 
for God's footprints?"   
- Lucy Lind Hogan 
  
 (And for the walking impaired, 
please replace the verb “walk” 
with your movement of blessing. 
Rev. Janine) 
 

 

mailto:sleidheiser@first-church.org
mailto:sleidheiser@first-church.org
mailto:tahrens@first-church.org
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First Church Welcomes Confirmands 
 
First Church confirmed seven teen-agers into the life of 
the church during worship on May 19, Pentecost 
Sunday.  The following are profiles of the 2013 
confirmands, written by their mentors. 
 
It is my pleasure to introduce Katie Trace. Katie is the 
granddaughter of long-time members Frank and Carol 
Hussey and the daughter of Sarah and Tom Trace. It 
has been an honor getting to know yet another of this 
grand family. I was also her oldest sister Amy’s mentor. 
Katie is an intelligent, caring and loving young woman. 
She is passionate about everything she does, from her 
schoolwork to her sports to her relationship with her 
family. She is poised and confident in how she presents 
herself and fun loving and kind to those around her. I 
have enjoyed getting to know her and her twin sister, 
Julie, very much. It has been my extreme honor to be 
her mentor. – Jane Chavers 
 
I welcomed Thomas Mitchell into our family 14 years 
ago.  There is no greater feeling of God’s love than the 
joy of holding one’s first grandchild for the first time. I 
watched him grow in childhood—which included many 
trips to McDonald’s and GameStop.  But now I am 
watching him grow into adulthood, and confirmation has 
played a key role. For the first time I have seen his self 
assurance and his inner resilience in dealing with the 
world around him.  But more importantly, I have seen his  
 

 
 
 
desire to be a good Christian in his everyday life—to do 
what is right—to just be a good and decent person.  Now 
I welcome Thomas as a full member of First Church and 
together we may watch him—in the words of St. Luke –
“increase in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God 
and man.” – Tom Stewart 
 
I was honored to be asked to be a mentor to Julie Anna 
Trace last fall. She is tall and beautiful with long dark, 
naturally curly hair, but is also shy, quiet and not prone 
to speak out, at first. Then the humor and wit kicks in as 
you talk with her. She loves math and she, too, is a 
mentor at her school with the 6

th
 grade class along with 

her sister, Katie, so she is guiding them through school 
as I have tried to help guide Julie through her 
confirmation lessons at church. I know a kindred spirit 
here and have made a friend for life – I hope!  It is truly a 
blessing to see her beautiful smile light up her face when 
we see each other on Sunday mornings during worship. 
It has been fun learning at her side and hopefully I have 
imparted a little of the faith I have developed over the 
years. I hope to continue to see her for many years to 
come. – Janet Axt 
 
Jensan Madison Allred, like Timothy of the New 
Testament, has been deeply influenced by her 
grandmother and mother.   St. Paul writes to Timothy, “I 
call to remembrance the genuine faith that is in you, 
which dwelt first in your grandmother Lois/Ruth and your 
mother Eunice/Gwen, and I am persuaded that this faith 
is in you.”  I see that faith in you Jensan. I see in Jensan, 
a young lady, who because of her strong faith and love 
of God - is bold – is eager – is confident.  I have enjoyed 
watching her with the other confirmands as they have 
grown in their relationships.  I have enjoyed watching her 
love the things she loves – the outdoors, camp, her 
friends, her family.  I’ve enjoyed hearing about her 
activities - all of them – including flag football!   However, 
what I have come to love and admire about her is her 
ability to ask questions – sometimes hard questions!  
Jensan, I hope you will continue asking those really hard 
questions - of all of us – of society in general. Yes, we’ll 
struggle for answers – until maybe someday we’ll get it 
right.   – Mary Ann Goetz 
 
 
Nicholas Warrick is a remarkably self-disciplined young 
man. He has a stern zeal for exercise and healthful 
eating.  While he enjoys football and comics and 
superheroes, it's clear his real heroes are the thinkers 
who share his keen, questioning mind - one that takes 
nothing at face value. – Jonathan Miller 

(See CONFIRMANDS on Page 4) 
 

First Church News  
 
 
 
 
 

Front row, left to right, are Jackie Dean, teacher, confirmands 
Ally Wharton, Merry Roach, Nick Warrick, Julie Trace, Thomas 
Mitchell, Katie Trace, Jensan Allred, and Rev. Tim Ahrens. 
Mentors in the back row are, left to right, Mary Weaver, Pam 
Welsh-Huggins, Jonathan Miller, Janet Axt, Tom Stewart, Jane 
Chavers and Rev. Mary Ann Goetz. 
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Youth Getting Ready for July 
Mission Trip to Cincinnati 
 

The First Church Youth Group will be going to Camp 

Washington UCC in Cincinnati, July 7 – 12. The week will 
be filled with times of worship, team building and work 

experiences at local soup kitchens, senior centers, children 

tutoring and urban gardens!  
 

The trip this year costs more than $6,000. Experiences like 
this would not be possible for our young people without 
financial support from our entire church family and friends. 

 
 “Buy-a-Mile” starts the mission trip on its way. The youth 
are asking for donations of $5 a mile to make the trip to 
Cincinnati. There is a giant map in the Parish Hall that 
tracks our donations. Thanks for supporting our youth! 

(CONFIRMANDS, Concluded from Page 3) 

Ally Wharton is a girl in motion Whether she’s swimming 
or keeping up with her busy schedule; she is happiest 
when she is moving. Ally is determined – when she puts 
her mind to something, she accomplishes it;  Whether it’s 
swimming a better time or discovering her faith through 
Confirmation. When Ally is not in motion, she is quiet. Still 
waters run deep aptly describes Ally.  She doesn’t say a 
lot – but she is listening; and when she speaks, we need to 
pay attention. – Mary Weaver 
 
Prior to her appearance with the confirmands' Pentecost 
Puppet Posse, Meredith Roach appeared on the First 
Church Parish Hall stage as the exasperated Queen 
Cornelia in "A Christmas Castle Caper" in 2009. More 
recently, she has been a member of her school's theater 
troupe and has acted with the "Broadway to L.A." program. 
By name and by nature, "Merrie" is a cheerful person, and 
this year, she earned the uniform to prove it: she was a 
Kilbourne Middle School basketball cheerleader and will 
be a football and basketball cheerleader at Thomas 
Worthington High School next year, entering TWHS just 
after her older brother, Charlie Roach, graduates. Her 
energy and compassion have made her a loving big sister 
to a little dude in both of the places she calls home: 
Nicholas Boriin lives with her mom Ellen and stepdad Pete 
Boriin; and Cody Roach lives with Meredith's dad, Tim 
Roach and his wife Maile Kusano. As her mentor, I hope 
that members of the church will join me in encouraging 
Merrie to add her lovely voice to the Teen Choir this fall so 
that I can keep seeing her every week – Pam Welsh-
Huggins 
 
 

 

 
First Connections will be Getting 
Restart with June 17 Meeting 
By the Rev. Timothy C. Ahrens, Senior Minister   
 
First Connections has been “still” for the past five months.  
We will reactivate June 17 with a meeting at 7 p.m.  Over 
the first year, we have found a real mix of responses.  
When our callers (or e-mailers) “got through to you,” they 
reported wonderful conversations with fellow members of 
First Church.  They discovered many gifts and graces of 
many people in our congregation.  They enjoyed the 
interaction with members by phone.   On average, they 
reported a success rate of 50% on their calls. 
 
Of the 50% with whom they made no contact, there are a 
few patterns. First, they left messages by phone or email 
and received no responses.  They tried multiple times with 
no success. Second, they are found they had “bad” 
numbers – disconnects and numbers no longer in service.  
If you changed your number and you have gone from a 
land line to a cell phone, please let the church office and 
me know – dmahoney@first-church.org or tahrens@first-
church.org – call 228-1741 and tell Denny Mahoney (ext. 
17) or me (13).  
 
When we reconnect through First Connections this month, 
we also will reconnect with you and become your support 
through our church.  Remember that our callers are not 
pitching anything.  They simply want to know how the 
church can better support each member and how you can 
share the talents you have in our ministry and mission 
together.  With over 1,000 members on our rolls, plus 250 
children and more, we are hoping to better connect with 
one another this summer. 

 

Christian Education                                                     News 
ucuucation                                                        
                             News 
 
 
                              

David and Shayna Cook of Brooklyn N.Y., celebrate with their 
daughter, Caia, after she was baptized in the chapel May 9.  
Caia is the granddaughter of members Ron and Janice Cook.  

mailto:dmahoney@first-church.org
mailto:tahrens@first-church.org
mailto:tahrens@first-church.org
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Music Notes 
June 2013 
By Kevin Jones, Minister of Music 
(kjones@first-church.org) 
 
Summer Choir is open to any and 
all singers beginning on Sunday, 
June 16, and continuing through 
Sunday, July 28. You don’t have to 
commit to every Sunday. You don’t 
have to come to a midweek 
rehearsal. Simply come to the 
Choir Room each Sunday at 10 
a.m. for rehearsal. We will sing an 
anthem each week at the 11 a.m. service. We will not vest, 
nor will we process. So, if you love to sing in a choir, but 
don’t have the time to sing during the year, this is your 
chance! We’d love to have you. Please contact Kevin 
Jones, kjones@first-church.org, if you have any questions. 
 
Most heartfelt thanks to all members of our four choirs – 
First Church Choir, Treble Choir, Teen Choir and First 
Church Ringers – for a great year of participation and 
leadership in worship. Membership in any of the choirs is a 
visible example of the stewardship of time and talent to 
God and First Church. We are very grateful to you for your 
giving spirit, hard work, dedication and so much more as 
we seek to perfect the musical praises of God in worship 
on a weekly basis. A prayer that all of our Choristers learn 
and say each week is The Choristers’ Prayer: 

 
Bless, O Lord, those who minister in your temple.  
Grant that what we sing with our lips, we may 
believe in our hearts;  
and what we believe in our hearts we may show 
forth in our lives;  
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 

Thank you! 
 
Concerts at First Church looks forward to announcing its 
2013-2014 season during the summer. Please watch your 
mailbox for our yearly brochure and expect it by the end of 
July. In the meantime, please take note of our new web 
site, www.concerts.first-church.org, which will be launched 
and go live no later than June 15. We are thrilled to have 
this web site that will keep a calendar of all concert events, 
feature the upcoming event with pictures and biographical 
information, and always let you know what’s up next with 
concerts.  
 
Until the site becomes active and the brochure is printed,  
 
 
 

 
 
 
please make note of the first two concerts in the fall: 
 • Congregational Concerts presents organist Kevin 
Jones on Sunday, September 29, at 4 p.m. Music will 
include J.S. Bach, César Franck, Herbert Howells and 
others. 
 • First Tuesdays presents Ron Cook, Janice Cook 
and Sean Ferguson on Tuesday, October 1, at 12:15 p.m. 
Their program will include recorders, bass viol, theorbo 
and harp. 
 

‘Liturgical Miscellany’ or ‘More than I ever 
wanted to know about the liturgical year’ 
 
During the summer Sundays, you may notice how the 
various Sundays are listed on the Sunday bulletin. 
Because First Church follows the Revised Common 
Lectionary, and, indeed, the liturgical colors and customs 
of the United Church of Christ, each Sunday has a 
particular numbering system. Basically the seasons of the 
church year are Advent, Christmas, Lent and Easter. 
Epiphany is a fixed feast day, January 6 (always the day 
after the 12

th
 day of Christmas); the Day of Pentecost is a 

moveable feast day, always the 50
th
 day after Easter Day. 

Trinity Sunday is always the first Sunday after the Day of 
Pentecost.  
 
If we do the math correctly, we will see that after Advent, 
Christmas, Lent and Easter Sundays, we are left with 33 or 
34 Sundays, depending upon the year, to account for the 
remaining Sundays of the year. Some of us refer to this as 
Pentecost season. This is a misnomer, actually, because 
there is no “Season of Pentecost.”  
 
Pentecost is a day. More precisely, it is the 50

th
 day after 

Easter Day. It is the longest period of time in the church 
calendar lasting from the Day of Pentecost through the 
Sunday before Advent. The more appropriate name for 
this season is “Ordinary Time.” It isn’t called “Ordinary” 
because it’s mundane, rather that it is a way of numbering 
position, as in the word, “ordinal.” Ordinary Time, however, 
doesn’t only occur after the Day of Pentecost. It also can 
embody, in UCC and many other traditions, the Sundays 
after the Epiphany. In the Anglican Church (AC) and the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States (TEC), 
the Sundays after Epiphany are numbered the First 
Sunday after the Epiphany, the Second Sunday after the 
Epiphany and so forth. Depending upon where Easter Day 
falls (always the first Sunday after the first full moon after 
the March Equinox . . . are you lost yet?), there can be as 
few as four or as many as nine Sundays after the 
Epiphany. In 2013, there happened to be five. So be it. 
 
(Continued on Page 6) 
 
 

Music                                                                                  
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http://www.concerts.first-church.org/
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Our 2013 Graduates 

Garrett Austin Monast, grandson of Hugh 
and Dana Schultz, graduated from Tree of Life 
High School. He has joined the Marine Corps 
Reserve and training begins in June.  Upon 
completion of basic and advanced training, he 
plans to enroll at Ohio State University, 

majoring in Mechanical Engineering.   

  
Heather Giffen graduated from United Theological 
Seminary of the Twin Cities, May 19.  She will be starting 
an internship at Muskingum University in the fall, doing 
part-time chaplaincy work as well as helping with services 
at a nearby Presbyterian church. 
 
Nicholas Fisher, grandson of Melva Fisher, graduated 
from the Ohio State Univeristy’s Fisher College of 
Business in finance.   
  
Emma Welsh-Huggins will be graduating from Metro 
Early College High School on June 8. She will attend 
Kenyon College in the fall, with plans to major in 
international studies and environmental studies.  
 
Thomas Welsh-Huggins will be graduating from Metro 
Early College High School on June 8. In the fall, he will 
begin his BFA in Dance at the University of Illinois and will 
also do work in environmental studies.  
 
Alexandra Cole, daughter of Ransey and Kathleine Cole 
and granddaughter of Nell Cole, graduated from the 
University of Pennsylvania. She will be employed in 
Columbus at a stock brokerage firm. 
 
Daniel Ahrens graduated Cum Laude from the Scripps 
School of Communication at Ohio University on May 4

 
with 

a major in video production.  He is currently working on the 
set of the movie Captain America II in Cleveland and 
hopes to work in Los Angeles in the coming months.  His 
parents are Rev. Tim Ahrens and Susan Sitler. 
 
Thalia Lewis graduated from Kings High School and the 
Warren Technical Institute in Cincinnati, Ohio.  She is 
working on plans for the future.  Thalia is the foster 
daughter of Rev. Tim Ahrens and Susan Sitler.   
 
Andrew Curren Smith graduated from Worthington 
Kilbourne High School and will be a freshman at Ohio 
Weslyan University in the fall.  
 
Katelyn Hoffman graduated from the Ohio State 
University and is working on employment possibilities.   
 
 

 
 
 
Carter Rodriquez graduated from the Scripps School of 
Communication at Ohio University with a major in 
television communication.  He is currently working on 
employment possibilities in the Columbus area.  
 
Katie Kutschbach graduated from Westerville North and 
will be a freshman at Otterbein College this fall.  
 

Ian Jacobson, son of Todd and Mary Anne 
Jacobson, graduated from Southwest Senior 
High in Minneapolis, Minn., on June 1. He will 
be attending the University of Minnesota in 
the fall. 

 
Other graduates include:  James Knerr, Aryn Mason, 
and Charles Roach. Congratulations to all our 
graduates!  

 
 

(LITURGICAL YEAR, Concluded from Page 5) 

All of this is a very long way of saying that over the 
summer, you will see printed on the Sunday bulletin 
something like this: “June 2, 2013…..The Second Sunday 
after Pentecost: Proper 4.” Great, but what is a “Proper?”  
 
A Proper is a set of chosen readings in the lectionary. In a 
Sunday worship service there are things that change each 
week and there are those that remain, basically, the same. 
The Propers for a Protestant Sunday service would be the 
readings chosen for that particular day, and each Proper 
has a number to distinguish itself from the others. Proper 1 
is the Sunday closest to May 11. Why May 11? It all has to 
do with where Easter falls. March 22 is the earliest 
possible date for Easter Day. There are seven Sundays of 
Easter, then Pentecost, then Trinity Sunday.  
 
That being all mathematically worked out, the earliest 
possible “Ordinary” Sunday is May 11. It follows, then, that 
the numbering of Propers is by calendar date because of 
the influence of the date of Easter Day. It’s merely a way 
of keeping track, and keeping us moving forward through 
our three-year cycle of readings, the Lectionary.  

First Church News                                                      Music 

For the blessing of one beating heart, we praise 
you, O God. For shared veins through which your 

gifts circulate in times of joy and pain, we offer 
thanks. For our permeable frame, our common life, 
our interchangeable love – this one dear body – we 

glorify your name, now and always. Amen. 
 

Mary Luti, Visiting Professor of Worship and 
Preaching at Andover Newton Theological School 
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2013 Schumacher Award Winners 

 
This year’s  2013 recipients of the First Church 
Schumacher Awards were  Candace Cain, Franki Keller 
and Sarah Roberts. They were presented the awards 
during worship May 12. 
 
These awards are given annually at First Church on 
Mother’s Day to recognize young women in the central 
Ohio area between the ages of 15 and 20 who are worthy 
of commendation for Christian devotion to their mother, 
father, sister or brother. Below are profiles of the winners. 
 
Candace Cain 
Candace is a senior at Centennial High School in 
Columbus where she is on the poetry team, mentors 
freshmen, works on the yearbook staff, and produces 
plays.  Some of her accomplishments include the Honor 
Roll, receiving the Scholar Theatre Award, the Academic 
Excellence Award and awards at the district poetry slam.  
Candace is a student leader for Zenos Christian 
Fellowship.  Candace plans to attend the Ohio State 
University and study early childhood education. 
 
Franki Keller 
Franki is a junior at Millersport High School where she is a 
member of the National Honor Society, Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes, and the volleyball team.  Her artistic 
side includes performing in the school play Oliver, singing 
in the choir, playing clarinet in the band and making art out 
of steel. She is a member of the Church of the Latter Day 
Saints where she is involved in the Young Women’s 
Recognition Program.  Having attended  
 

 
 
 
preparatory classes for seminary, Sarah hopes to attend 
Brigham Young University. 
 
Sarah Roberts  
Sarah is a senior at Briggs High School in Columbus 
where she is in the show choir.  Sarah is a member of 
Central Baptist Church, where she participates in Bible 
study, sings in the choir and helps with the Breaking 
Chains Outreach Ministries, which ministers to people who 
are homeless or struggling with substance abuse.  In her 
free time, she likes to swim and play tennis.  Sarah plans 
on attending Bradford College to study to become a 
physical therapist assistant. 

Church Grateful for Member’s Generosity 
 
On Tuesday afternoon May 21

 
about 4:30 p.m., I received 

a telephone call from member Wib Smith. He had just 
received the letter about the upcoming congregational 
meeting from our moderator, Rev. Sarah Reed.  
 
He asked how much was needed to restore the staff 
median income to the 2013 church budget. I said it was 
more than $16,000. He said, "I will give that amount to 
restore these increases for staff compensation!" At the 
Church Council meeting later that night, the Council 
accepted his gift and restored that amount into the budget.  

On behalf of the staff and members of the church, I thank 
Wib! Thanks be to God for his generosity, dedication, 
commitment and love to First Church! We will head into 
our June 9 congregational meeting with a spirit of hope 
because of Wib. – Rev. Ahrens 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

First Church News  

The 2013 Schumacher Award winners are, left to right, 
Franki Keller, Sarah Roberts and Candace Cain.  

The First Church Congregation is Invited 
To the Wedding of  

 
Timothy W. Carsey 

and Mark S. Williams 
 

July 6, 6:30 p.m. 
in the Sanctuary 

 
Reception to follow in Parish Hall 
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Welcome to Our Newest Members! 

 
These are the most recent additions to our church 
community as new members. We’re glad they are here! 
 
Nikki Nwosu is a retired teacher whose interests include 
discovering more about our hands on volunteer 
opportunities, adult and children’s library support, 
quilting and prayer ministries, landscape and clean-up 
work and lending a hand on clean-up days. 
 
Nikki and Kemper Campbell have three adult children 
and a variety of hobbies and interests.  Nikki is a 
marketing director who enjoys choral music, politics and 
writing.   And Kemper,  retired from the field of Human 
Resources, likes to work inside and out, as well as 
exercise and read.  They are looking forward to lending 
a helping hand with special projects at church. 
 
Ann Eidson and her husband Jeff, have one son, 
Aaron.  She is an Account Executive who enjoys 
reading, movies, writing and engaging in family activities. 
She looks forward to embracing the justice and 
advocacy and hands on volunteer work, in addition to 
participating in small group ministries, teaching and 
youth related activities. 
 
Brittanie Stafford and Dan Logel are soon-to-be 
newlyweds! They have been a part of our worshiping 
community for several months.  Together they enjoy 
classic cars, motorcycles, helping others.  Dan works 
with Mortgages and enjoys music, sports and the great 
outdoors.  Brittanie, an Administrative Assistant, enjoys 
family, reading, painting and drawing.  They look forward 
to learning more about mission, insurance, investments, 
landscape, visitation and outreach. 
 
Whitney Snow and Kirk Marker are happy to share 
they are “almost married!” (at First Church – next week!) 
Kirk is an engineer who enjoys soccer, skiing, 
engineering and landscaping and Whitney is an Animal 
Handler at the Columbus Zoo.  Her special interests 
include swimming and coaching and working with a wide 
variety of animals.  They look forward to meeting other 
young adults and taking part in special projects and 
ministries here at First Congregational Church. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
Stewardship Committee Coming Together! 
 
The 2013-2014 Stewardship Committee is coming 
together to prepare for another great year of living and 
giving as “Stewards for the Lord.”  We want to help the 
congregation grow as stewards in daily living.   We 
believe stewardship is a day-to-day commitment in faith. 
How do we share our time, talents, treasures in the 
church and the world? We also believe that stewardship 
is about care of the earth as well as care of one another 
in Christ.  
 
Here is a summertime 2013 stewardship question for 
each of us: What kind of steward is God calling me to be 
right now? – Rev. Ahrens  
 

 

First Church News  

Next Newsletter Deadline 
 

The deadline for submitting articles for the July First 
Church News is June 18 at noon. It will be published 
Friday, June 28. 

. 
 

 

Twins Tiana Raye and Victoria Rose Daines tried to catch a 
glimpse of Rev. Tim Ahrens during the BREAD Nehemiah 
Action at the Celeste Center on May 6. First Church had 
103 at the meeting, which drew more than 3,200, the 
Nehemiah Action’s largest attendance ever. 

Men’s Breakfast 

Mark your calendars and plan to come enjoy 
breakfast  

 8-9:15 a.m., June 15 
For more information contact Rev. Wilson at: 

614 228-1741, ext. 21, or 
 jwilson@first-church.org 
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Recent Gifts to First Church 
By Bill Johannes and Jane Werum 
 
Given to the Jackie Owen Memorial 
Music Fund by Bill Owen 
 
 Your gifts, payable to the First 
Congregational Church, are very 
much appreciated. Celebration Gifts 
may be designated to the Remembrance Fund or an 
Endowment Fund and given in honor of a particular 
moment in the life of friend or family member. The gold-
colored Celebration Gift folders can be found in the 
church pews and the Church office. If you would like to 
support First Church as part of your estate planning, 
please contact Rev. Ahrens or a Trustee. 
 
 

Missions Offering Schedule 
In June, the undesignated loose 
offerings will benefit the following 
missions that First Church supports:  

  
 

June 2 –          Good Samaritan 
June 9  –         UCC New Growth   
June 16  –       Children’s Defense Fund    
June 23  –       UCC LGBT Coalition 
June 30 –        Deep Griha   
 

Member Happy June Anniversaries 
26:    Virginia and James O’Neill                    
27:    Carol and Alex Rodriguez 
27:    Jennifer and Jason Bryant                
28:    Courtney and Matt Lazar    
29:    Jane and Stanford Ackley 
29:    Andrea and Charles Hire 
29:    Laura and Hamish Baird 
29:    Pam Kallner and Russ Kelm 
30:    Sarah and Gunter Garbe 
30:    Maggie and Jon Leidheiser-Stoddard                    
30:    Caitlin and Brian Stewart 
30:    Ilona and Brian Thomas  
 

Melissa Prendergast is Honored 
 
At the Church Women United’s May Friendship Day on 
May 3, First Church member Melissa Prendergast 
received the Young Woman’s Award for her many 
contributions to our church. She is currently on the 
Church Growth Committee, works with the young people 
on Sundays and on mission trips. and graciously assists 
Marie Pfeiffer in coming to church.  Mary Day Fewlass 
and Arlene Reynolds nominated her for this honor. 
Arlene, vice president of Church Women United, 
presented her with the award. -  Arlene Reynolds 
 

 
 

 

Member Happy June Birthdays 
1:     Mariner Taft   15:  Jan Kinnard 
1:     Courtney Lazar 17:  Julie Delong  
1:     Jenelle Snyder  17:  Mary-Margaret Zimmerman 
2:     Mars Robinson  18:  Lukas Irons 
2:     Mikayla Knerr  19:  Elizabeth Bockbrader  
3:     Julie Vore  19:  Shawn Dingus 
5:     Amber Lane  20:  Richard Mason  
6:     Patty Pohlman  20:  Michael Valinis 
6:     Natalie Setty  20:  Beth Cooke 
6:     Brittney Dean  21:  Grady Pettigrew 
7:     Lindy Miller  21:  Ken Salak  
8:     Beth Hunker  22:  Cindy Deliman               
8:     Andy Cooke  24:  Sarah Trace 
8:     Brian Stewart  25:  Lynn Keely    
8:     Jeff Lowy  25:  Kelly Allen  
10:   Pat Patterson  25:  Jeremy Collins      
10:   Rick Bennett  26:  Eric Boyd         
11:   Ralph Hughes  26:  Jonathan Miller  
11:   Jan Wade  26: Rhonda Poirier   
11:   Colin Thompson 26:  Lauren Holt 
12:   Leonard Nienaber 28:  Wanda Ray 
13:   Carol McLaughlin 29:  Katherine White  
13:   Justin Cole  30:  Kathryn Reed 
13:   Alex Cole             
13:   Madeline Aeschbury                           
 

Member Happy June Anniversaries 
1:      Mary Day and Jim Fewlass                 
1:      Kathleen and Jason Ferguson 
2:      Ashley and Eric Messick                 
4:      Megan and James Daniels    
5:      Kay and Jack Davis 
5:      Carol Marc Lowy 
7:      Kay and John Martin 
7:      Janet and Dan Axt 
9:      Janice and Ron Cook 
9:      Mary and Charlie Weaver                    
10:    Kelly Dodd and Dean Hafey 
12:    Melody and Paul Leidheiser  
14:    Nancy and Bernie Bouman 
14:    Gayle and Mike Henderson 
14:    Hadley and Brett Bachman 
14:    Shannon and Christopher Washington 
15:    Carol and Frank Hussey 
15:    Karla and Bob Lortz 
15:    Dale Ann and Gary Gray                             
15:    Julia and Matt Myers 
16:    Joan and Keene Lebold 
16:    Debra and Fred Hadley 
16:    Denise and Jon Thompson 
17:    Celeste Feather and Peter Murray 
17:    Tanya and Jonathan Miller 
18:    Val and Phil Stichter 
18:    Kristen and Luke Ahrens 
18:    Linda and Raul Zendejas 
19:    Deb and Tom Thompson 
19:    Ann and John Aeschbury 
20:    Elizabeth and Hugh Allen 
20:   Julie and Eric Vore 
21:   Sue and Frank Cook 
22:   Gail and Bill Johannes 
23:   Kosby and Kevin Carrico 
23:   Lynne and Brad Keely 
 

OOPS!  If we miss your birthday or anniversary, contact Denny 
Mahoney at 228-1741, ext. 17, or dmahoney@first-church.org. 

 

First Church News  
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Sunday, June 2 (Graduation Sunday) 

9 am – Worship – PH 
10 am – First Church Choir 
11 am – Worship – San 
12 pm – Fellowship Hour – PH 
Monday, June 3 

7 pm – Deacons – LC 
7 pm – Church Vitality/Church Growth – Parlor/PFR) 
Tuesday, June 4 

Noon – Care Ministry – LC 
2 pm – Worship Planning – PFR 
5:30 pm – Sacred Earth – LC 
7 pm – Mission Committee – LC 
Wednesday, June 5 

11 am – Book Study  – Parlor 
7 pm – Education Committees  – Ed Wing, Room D 
Saturday, June 8 

10 am – First Church Quilters 
Sunday, June 9 

9 am – Worship – PH 
9:30 am – First Church Choir 
10 am – Congregational Meeting – San 
11 am – Worship – San 
12 pm – Fellowship Hour – PH 
Monday, June 10 

Good Samaritan Day 
7 pm  - Trustees – LC 
Tuesday, June 11 

Noon – Care Ministry – LC 
2 pm – Worship Planning – PFR 
7 pm – Executive Committee - LC 
Wednesday, June 12 

9:30 am – Staff Meeting – LC 
Saturday, June 15 

8 am – Men’s Breakfast – LC 
9:30 am – House and Grounds - PFR 
Sunday, June 16 

9 am – Worship – PH 
10 am – First Church Summer Choir – Choir Room 
11 am – Worship – San 
12 pm – Fellowship Hour – PH 
Monday. June 17 

7 pm – Personnel – LC 
Tuesday, June 18 

Noon – Care Ministry – LC 
2 pm – Worship Planning – PFR 
7 pm – Church Council – LC 
Wednesday, June 19 

11 am – Book Study  – Parlor  
Saturday, June 22 

Noon – Faith Mission Luncheon  
Sunday, June 23 

9 am – Worship – PH 
10 am – First Church Choir 
11 am – Worship – San 
12 pm – Fellowship Hour – PH 
Monday, June 24 

7 pm – Budget and Finance - LC 
Tuesday, June 25 

12 pm – Care Ministry – LC 
2 pm – Worship Planning – PFR 
 

Wednesday, June 26 

9:30 am – Staff Meeting  – LC 

Sunday, June 30 
9 am – Worship – PH 
10 am – First Church Choir 
11 am – Worship – San 
12 pm – Fellowship Hour – PH 

 

 

Book Study Meets June, August, 
Taking Vacation in July 
 
The Wednesday book study, which meets every first and 
third Wednesday of the month from 11 a.m. to noon, will 
meet in June and August but take July off.   We will finish 
Occupy the Bible on June 19.    
 
In August, we will begin Marcus Borg’s newest book, 
Speaking Christian: Why Christian Words Have Lost their 
Meaning and Power and How They Can Be Restored.   
Here is what the promotional piece says about this book:  
“In a revolutionary argument vital to every person of faith in 
the English-speaking world, acclaimed Bible scholar 
Marcus Borg – author of Meeting Jesus Again for the First 
Time –argues that the very language Christians use has 
become dangerously distilled, distorted and disconnected 
from the beliefs which once underpinned it” 
 
Come read with us. Thanks to the 15+ people who 
faithfully join us!  There is always room for more!  Keep 
reading!  Let me know what you read this summer.  - Rev. 
Ahrens  

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Calendar 
 
 

 
Upcoming Events  
 
June 2 – Graduation Sunday 
July 7-12 - Youth Mission Trip 
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Prayer Request: Please let us know of a prayer concern 
for yourself, a family member or other church member by 
calling the Rev. Timothy Ahrens at 614.228.1741, ext. 13, 
by using prayer request cards found in each pew or by 
emailing tahrens@first-church.org.  
 
Births 
Reese Elizabeth Magaw, daughter of Becky and Troy 
Magaw – May 8 
 
Baptism 
Nikki Louise Nwosu – April 14 
Caia Cook, daughter of David and Shayna Cook – May 9 
Andrea Gonzalez – May 5 
 

Fellowship Hour Beverage  
 
Coffee and tea sales will be available 
June 2 and 16 during Fellowship Hour. 
This is a UCC coffee project and your 
participation is greatly appreciated. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

June Fellowship Hour 
June 2               Micah 
June 9               Numbers 
June 16             Proverbs 
June 23             Psalms 
June 30             Romans 

 

June Acolyte Schedule 
June 2               Luke Zimmerman and Dylan Hopcraft 
June 9               Will Zimmerman and Emma Rau 
June 16             Erin Murray and Mia Provenzano 
June 23             Alaina Thompson and Anna Rambo 
June 30             Courtney Batchelor and Alex Palmer  
 
(Schedules online at www.first-church.org) 

 
Worship CDs Available: We provide copies of worship services 

on CDs. The CDs are available in the literature rack outside the 
church office after worship. A $1 donation for the CD can be left 
in a container on the church office counter.  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

~ Remember Your Loved Ones ~               

With a Dedication of Flowers 
Contact Marty Worth at 614.228.1741,ext. 14,  

mworth@first-church.org 

 

Prayers  
 
Prayers     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

             Church Staff 
       Timothy C. Ahrens......................................Senior Minister  
      WŀƴƛƴŜ ²ƛƭǎƻƴΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΦΦ....................Associate Minister 
      Kevin JonesΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦMinister of Music 
      Mark S. Williams..................Director of Christian Education 
      !ōōȅ {ŀƭŀƪΧΧΧΧΦSabbatical Interim in Christian Education 
      G. Dene Barnard..................Organist Choirmaster Emeritus 
       Sharon Leidheiser...........................Business Administrator 
       Martha Worth........................................Program Manager 
       Denny Mahoney.........................................Office Manager 
       ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ [ǳŦŦΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦBuilding Manager 
       YŜƭǾƛƴ aǳǊǇƘȅΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦCustodian 
       William LeeΧΧΧΧΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΧΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦCustodian                  
       Rosemary Pawandiwa-tǊƛƻǊŜΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦNursery 
       {ǳƳƳŜǊ tŜǘǊŀǎΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΧNursery 
      Anne Abbott-aŜǊǊƛƳŀƴΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦNursery    
      Linda Mumford..................................Wedding Coordinator 
       WŀƴŜ /ƘŀǾŜǊǎΧΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦ²edding Coordinator 
       Fran Panek.........................................Wedding Coordinator 
      Lisa DeanΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦ²ŜŘŘƛƴƎ /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊ 

 

                                      Church Council   
     {ŀǊŀƘ wŜŜŘΧ...........................................................Moderator 
     Frank Cook.....................................................Moderator-elect 
     Jim Griffin/Melissa PrendergastΦΦΦΦΦ ΧΧΧSecretary/Assistant 
     YŜƴ {ŀƭŀƪκ5ŀǾƛŘ IƻƭǘΧ.............................Treasurer/Assistant 
     WƛƳ CŜǿƭŀǎǎΧΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦ!ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ 
    Deb Thompson/Catherine Cunningham.Church. Growth/Ast. 
     Deana ArmstrongκWǳƭƛŀ aŜȅŜǊǎΧΦΧΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦ....Education/Asst 
     Rick SayreκbŀƴŎȅ .ǳǊōŀΧΧΧ.....House & Grounds/Assistant 
     Matt Allenκ/ƘǊƛǎ DƭŀǊƻǎΧΦΦΧΦΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦaission/Assistant 
     Anne HudsonΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ Church Vitality 
     Greg Halbe/Sharon WalquistΧΧΦMusic, Arts,  Heritage/Asst. 
     DŜǊǊȅ ²ƻǊǘƘΧΧΧΧΧΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧNominating Chair 
     /ƘǊƛǎǘƻǇƘŜǊ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΧΧΧΧΧΦΧΦΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΧΧTrustees 
     !ƭŦǊŜŘ CƛŜƭŘǎΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΦ.................................Member-at-large 
     Mariner Taft..ΧΧΦΦΧΧ..................................Member-at-large 
 

         

mailto:tahrens@first-church.org
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                        The First Congregational Church, UCC 
               

                                444 E. Broad St., Columbus, Ohio 43215 
                               Phone: 614.228.1741    FAX: 614.461.1741    
 Email: home@first-church.org    Web site: www.first-church.org 
Office Hours: Monday - Friday, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.    Closed Major Holidays 

 

       “An Open & Affirming Faith Community” 

 
SUNDAY WORSHIP HOURS 

 
        Worship at 9 a.m. ~ Parish Hall     

 Worship at 11 a.m. ~ Sanctuary     
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