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WORSHIP AT ELEVEN
   FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
   UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

October 30, 2022        The Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost/Reformation Sunday

 Welcome to First Church!
If you are visiting today and looking for a church home, welcome! For more than 170 years our Covenant has been: We covenant with the Lord 
Jesus Christ and one another, and bind ourselves in the presence of God to live together in all God’s ways as revealed to us by the Holy Spirit and holy 
scripture. The church acknowledges that all members have the right of individual interpretation of the principles of the Christian faith and respects 
them in their honest convictions. In accordance with the teaching of our Lord, the church recognizes two sacraments: Baptism and Holy Communion.

Prelude    A Mighty Fortress is Our God   George Philipp Telemann

Enter to Worship Thomas Kiesel
Leader: The grace of our Savior Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all.
People: And also with you.
 * Then all stand.
L: With what shall we come before the Holy One, and bow ourselves before God on high?
P: Shall we come before God with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? 
L: God has showed you, O people, what is good; and what does the Holy One require of you?
P: To do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with our God. 

Enter to Worship – Depart to Serve. Please use this time for quiet preparation for worship.
‘We have waited in silence on your loving-kindness, O God, in the midst of your temple.’

(Psalm 48:8)
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* Opening Hymn 260      A Mighty Fortress Is Our God   Ein Feste Burg
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* Invocation    The Rev. Joanna Samuelson
L: God be with you.
P. And also with you.
L: Let us pray.
Eternal God, companion of all who seek you, and seeker of all who turn away from you, draw us near to 
you, and grant us the grace to love and serve you that we may find in your will our true freedom; through 
Jesus Christ, the way, the truth, and the life. Amen.

The Reaffirmation of Baptism
We welcome into membership: Rev. Margot Connor and John Anderson, Ramona and Barry Moenter, 

Tyler Rogers, Robert Russell, Jill Hultin*, Jonathan Sauer*and Timothy Rinehart*. 
You are invited to welcome the new members at the Chancel steps following the service.

* Joined on August 28, 2022.

Martha Wilson, Senior Deacon: I invite all those who have been in conversation with First Church and now wish 
to accept our invitation of membership to please step forward as I read your names: Rev. Margot Connor and John 
Anderson, Ramona and Barry Moenter, Tyler Rogers, Robert Russell, Jill Hultin, Jonathan Sauer and Timothy 
Rinehart. 

Friends in Christ, we all are received into the church through baptism. These persons standing before you have 
found nurture and support in our spiritual family. Through study, discussion, and prayer they have been led to 
reaffirm their baptism and to enter into a covenantal relationship with the members of this church. They are ready to 
offer their devotion and service to Jesus Christ, using the unique gifts provided them.

Rev. Ahrens: You are no longer strangers, but are now one of us. We are delighted to have you here and willing-
ly share with you all of our resources. We look forward to getting to know you better in the weeks and months to 
come. I invite all the members and friends of First Church to join those joining in reading together our church’s 
statement of faith and covenant.

Statement of Faith and Covenant 
The church is a community of faith called to witness and to serve. We covenant with the Lord Jesus Christ 
and one another, and bind ourselves in the presence of God to live together in all God’s ways as revealed 
to us by the Holy Spirit and holy scripture. The church acknowledges that all members have the right 
of individual interpretation of the principles of the Christian faith and respects them in their honest 
convictions. In accordance with the teaching of our Lord, the church recognizes two sacraments: Baptism 
and Holy Communion.

Rev. Samuelson: Will all people of faith please rise? By our baptism we are made one in the body of Christ. Today 
we rejoice in the journey which has brought you here. We give thanks for other communities which have been your 
spiritual home, and we celebrate your commitment to continue your sojourn in this household of faith. Let us read 
together:

Welcome
We welcome you with joy to the life and ministry of The First Congregational Church, United Church of 
Christ of Columbus, Ohio. We promise you our friendship and prayers as we share the hopes and labors 
of the church of Jesus Christ. By the power of the Holy Spirit may we continue to grow together in God’s 
knowledge and love, and be faithful witnesses to the ways of Christ, our Lord and Savior.
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Rev. Ahrens: Let us pray. O God, we praise you for calling us to be disciples and for gathering us into the Church, 
the body of Christ. We thank you for your people gathered in this congregation and rejoice that you have increased 
our community of faith. Together may we live in the Spirit, building one another up in love, sharing in the life and 
worship of the church, and serving the world for the sake of Jesus Christ. Amen.

In the name of Jesus Christ and on behalf of the First Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, we extend 
to you the hand of Christian love, welcoming you into the company of this church. We look forward to getting to 
know you better in the weeks and months ahead.

* Welcome and Passing of the Peace The Rev. Dr. Timothy C. Ahrens 
L: The peace of the Lord be always with you.
P: And also with you.
L: Let us greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.

Children’s Time Mark S. Williams

The Hebrew Scripture   Isaiah 1:10-18  Mr. Kiesel 

A reading from the book of the Prophet Isaiah, chapter 1.

Hear the word of the Lord, you rulers of Sodom! Listen to the teaching of our God, you people of Gomorrah!
What to me is the multitude of your sacrifices? says the Lord; I have had enough of burnt offerings of rams     
and the fat of fed beasts; I do not delight in the blood of bulls or of lambs or of goats. When you come to appear 
before me, who asked this from your hand? Trample my courts no more! Bringing offerings is futile; incense is 
an abomination to me. New moon and Sabbath and calling of convocation— I cannot endure solemn assem-
blies with iniquity. Your new moons and your appointed festivals my soul hates; they have become a burden to 
me; I am weary of bearing them. When you stretch out your hands, I will hide my eyes from you; even though 
you make many prayers, I will not listen; your hands are full of blood.

Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean; remove your evil deeds from before my eyes; cease to do evil; learn to 
do good; seek justice; rescue the oppressed; defend the orphan; plead for the widow. Come now, let us argue it 
out, says the Lord: If your sins are like scarlet, will they become like snow? If they are red like crimson, will they 
become like wool?

L: Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church.
P: Thanks be to God.
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The Epistle      2 Thessalonians 1:1-4, 11-12 Mr. Kiesel

A reading from the second Letter of Paul to the Thessalonians, chapter 1.

To the church of the Thessalonians in God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace from 
God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. We must always give thanks to God for you, brothers and sisters, as 
is right, because your faith is growing abundantly and the love of every one of you for one another is increasing. 
Therefore we ourselves boast of you among the churches of God for your steadfastness and faith during all your 
persecutions and the afflictions that you are enduring.

To this end we always pray for you, asking that our God will make you worthy of his call and will fulfill by his 
power every good resolve and work of faith, so that the name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you and you 
in him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.

L: Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.
P: Thanks be to God.

* Gospel Hymn 421   The Church of Christ, in Every Age              Wareham
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The Gospel     Luke 19:1-10             Rev. Ahrens

A reading from the Gospel of Luke, chapter 19.

Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through it. A man was there named Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector 
and was rich. He was trying to see who Jesus was, but on account of the crowd he could not, because he was 
short in stature. So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore tree to see him, because he was going to pass that way. 
When Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, hurry and come down, for I must stay 
at your house today.” So he hurried down and was happy to welcome him. All who saw it began to grumble and 
said, “He has gone to be the guest of one who is a sinner.” Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord, “Look, 
half of my possessions, Lord, I will give to the poor, and if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I will pay back 
four times as much.” Then Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because he, too, is a son 
of Abraham. For the Son of Man came to seek out and to save the lost.”

L: Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.
P: Thanks be to God.

Meditation    “Nothing Spooky about it: Compassion Breeds Hope” Rev. Ahrens
Part eight of the sermon series, “Revive Us Again: A Return to Jesus’ Original Program”

 
Prayers of the People Rev. Samuelson

Our Lord’s Prayer
 Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.
 Thy kingdom come, they will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven.
 Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
 Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
 and the glory forever. Amen.
 

Invitation to Annual Campaign Giving Jonathan Miller

The Offertory 
To give online, please scan this QR code link, or see additional instructions in the Depart to Serve leaflet:

Mission Invitation Mr. Kiesel 
Designated gifts go to support the weekly feeding ministry of The Largest Table at St. John’s United Church of Christ 
in Columbus. Every Wednesday for more than ten years, volunteers provide food for individuals and families in the 
community who are in need. This program transitioned to grab-and-go lunches during the Spring of 2020. The First 
Church meal team gathers on the third Wednesday of each month to make and pack up to 100 lunches. Your gifts will 
help purchase the supplies for our meal team to support this feeding ministry. Thank you for your generosity. 
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Offertory Anthem   Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies      T. Frederick H. Candlyn

Christ, whose glory fills the skies, Christ, the true, the only Light,
Sun of righteousness, arise!  Triumph o’er the shades of night:

Dayspring from on high, be near;  Day star, in my heart appear.

Dark and cheerless is the morn Unaccompanied by Thee;
Joyless is the day’s return, Till Thy mercy’s beams I see;

Till they inward light impart, Glad my eyes and warm my heart.

Visit then this soul of mine!  Pierce the gloom of sin and grief!
Fill me, Radiancy Divine, Scatter all my unbelief;

More and more Thyself display, Shining to the perfect day.  Amen.

* Presentation Hymn     Doxology     Old Hundredth
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow,

 Praise Christ, all people here below;
 Praise Holy Spirit evermore;
 Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen.

Prayer of Dedication Rev. Samuelson

Community Notices - Depart to Serve  Mr. Williams
L: Let us depart with a heart to serve.
P: Thanks be to God.
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* Closing Hymn 555    Now Thank We All Our God Nun Danket Alle Gott 
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* Benediction       Rev. Ahrens

Postlude   Marche Triumphale “Now Thank We All Our God”  S. Karg-Elert

Please be seated for the Postlude

† The Flowers this morning are given to the glory of God by Melva Fisher in memory of her mother, Opal 
Barnette and in honor of her birthday.

† Greeting at the Exits
 Rev. Ahrens – Broad Street
 Rev. Samuelson – Education Wing breezeway
 Mr. Williams – Education Wing north door
 

Leadership in the liturgy
The Rev. Dr. Timothy C. Ahrens, preacher

The Rev. Joanna Samuelson, liturgist
Mr. Mark Williams, liturgist

Thomas Kiesel, liturgist
Matty Provenzano, crucifer 

Barry Moenter, organist
Jim Gallagher, choir director

Peter Murray, Mike Kennedy, Geoff Dean, livestream ministry

Brass Ensemble
Sarah Grosse, trumpet
Dave Mazon, trumpet

Andrew Wolfe, trombone
Todd Cunningham, trombone  

  

Permissions and Copyrights
All music in the bulletin is reprinted and livestreamed under OneLicense.net #A-717661. All rights reserved. 
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First Congregational Church, United Church of Christ
444 East Broad Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215-3885

phone: 614.228.1741 fax: 614.461.1741 
www.first–church.org

Welcome Statement
You are welcomed, affirmed, and loved here; our faith informs us that you are a child of a loving God. 
Your characteristics and gifts will enrich our congregation. In this community, you will be celebrated, 
embraced, and honored, no matter how you identify or how your identity may evolve. Wherever you are 
on your faith journey, we invite you to join us in our diverse yet united experience. 

First Church is a Faith Community 
† Called together by God, the Creator and Sustainer of life, to worship, pray and serve;
† Led by Jesus Christ, our Teacher and Savior, to learn the faith and welcome all God’s children;
† Empowered by the Holy Spirit to witness God’s love and justice between ourselves, and throughout the 
world.

Open and Affirming Statement
We, the members of First Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, Columbus, Ohio, welcome 
and affirm all. We believe we are all created in God’s image and called to love our neighbors as Jesus loves 
us. We believe we are many members, but one body in Christ, called to unite all people in God’s love. We 
are a community seeking God’s presence and love in our lives. We seek to unite persons of all ages, races, 
nationalities, ethnicities, sexual orientations, sexes, gender identities and expressions, family structures, 
mental, intellectual and physical conditions, economic circumstances, political, theological and faith 
backgrounds. Together in our diversity, and being empowered and directed by the Holy Spirit, we will “do 
justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with our God.” (Micah 6:8)   
—Adopted September 8, 2002 by the congregation
Revisions adopted January 27, 2019 by the congregation

Bulletins are printed on recycled paper with a minimum 50% post-consumer content.
All music in the bulletin is reprinted and livestreamed under OneLicense.net #A-717661. 

All rights reserved.



Complete this estimate of giving form and bring it with you to worship Celebration and Pledge Dedication, Sunday, 
October 30,  2022. You may also complete and submit it electronically or mail to the church in the envelope 
provided.

Name(s):

Address: 

Phone:
 
Email: 
 
 I/We pledge   $                                    for annual amount

Contribute:         Weekly   Bi-Monthly   Monthly   Annually

I would like more information from the office on how to give electronically. 

I/We not able to pledge at this time but will give as we are able in 2023 

 Ways to Make a Contribution/Pledge: 

• Complete and return this pledge form in the pre-addressed envelope by October 30, 2022
• Online Pledge: www.first-church.org/give to pledge online. Click 2023 Online Giving Form 

For Assistance:
Contact Annette McCormick, Business Administrator at amccormick@first-church.org or (614) 228-1741 x11  

Mail to: 
444 East Broad Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215

mailto:www.first-church.org/give%20?subject=
mailto:amccormick%40first-church.org?subject=

