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 Welcome to First Church!
If you are visiting today and looking for a church home, welcome! For more than 171 years our Covenant 

has been: We covenant with the Lord Jesus Christ and one another, and bind ourselves in the presence 
of God to live together in all God’s ways as revealed to us by the Holy Spirit and holy scripture. The 

church acknowledges that all members have the right of individual interpretation of the principles of the 
Christian faith and respects them in their honest convictions. In accordance with the teaching of our Lord, 

the church recognizes two sacraments: Baptism and Holy Communion.

Leadership in Today’s liturgy
The Rev. Dr. Timothy C. Ahrens, co-celebrant and preacher

The Rev. Joanna Samuelson, co-celebrant and liturgist
Wyatt, Bennett, Ben, and Cori Rowley, liturgists

Sebastian Kulwicki, soloist

Enter to Worship – Depart to Serve. Please use this time for quiet preparation for worship. 
‘We have waited in silence on your loving-kindness, O God, in the midst of your temple.’ (Psalm 48:9)

*Easter Greeting         The Rev. Dr. Timothy C. Ahrens
Leader:  Christ is Risen!
People:  Christ is Risen indeed! Alleluia!

*lighting of the Christ Candle   Wyatt Rowley and Bennett Rowley
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*Opening Hymn  Easter Hymn 
“Jesus Christ is risen today”   Lyra Davidica, 1708
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*Litany of Easter Joy  Dr. Ahrens
Leader: The shadows seized a body:
People: and found it was God.
Leader: They reached for earth:
People: and what they held was heaven.
Leader: They took what they could see: it was what no one sees.
  Where is death’s goad? Where is the shadow’s victory?
People: Christ is risen:
Leader: the world below is in ruins.
People: Christ is risen:
Leader: the spirits of evil are fallen. The angels of God are rejoicing.
People: Christ is risen:
Leader: the tombs are void of their dead.
People: Christ has indeed arisen from the dead:
Leader: the first of those who sleep.
People: Glory and power are Christ’s forever and ever. Amen.

 Written by Hippolytus of Rome, Third century 
The Acts of the Apostles Acts 10:34-43 Ben Rowley 

Leader: A reading from the Acts of the Apostles, the tenth chapter.
Then Peter began to speak to them: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but in every 
nation anyone who fears God and does what is right is acceptable to God. You know the message God 
sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. That message spread 
throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: how God anointed 
Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing 
all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses to all that he did both 
in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on 
the third day and allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as 
witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to preach 
to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. All 
the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through 
his name.” 

 Leader: The Word of God for the people of God. 
 People Thanks be to God.

*The Easter Gospel Mark 16:1-8 Cori Rowley
Leader: A reading from the Gospel according to Mark, the sixteeneth chapter.
When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought 
spices, so that they might go and anoint Jesus’ body. And very early on the first day of the week, when 
the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. They had been saying to one another, “Who will roll away 
the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?” When they looked up, they saw that the stone, which 
was very large, had already been rolled back. As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed 
in a white robe, sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed. But he said to them, “Do not be 
alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. 
Look, there is the place they laid him. But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you 
to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you.” So they went out and fled from the tomb, for 
terror and amazement had seized them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.
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Leader: The Word of God for the people of God.
People: Thanks be to God.

Solo   Sebastian Kulwicki
“I come to the garden alone”
*Easter Reflection “Jesus and Rising, Now and Forever” Dr. Ahrens

(Last of the nine part sermon series, “Jesus”)      
 A period of silence follows.

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer  Rev. Samuelson
Leader: Let us pray as Christ our Savior has taught us.
All: Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,  
for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

The Offertory 
To give online, please scan this QR code, or see additional instructions in the Depart to Serve leaflet:

Mission Invitation  Dr. Ahrens
Cash and designated checks go to One Great Hour of Sharing, which joins our hearts with God’s by 
providing decisive aid when disaster strikes, and by helping refugees rebuild their lives. Gifts strengthen 
struggling communities with basics like education, health care, tools, seeds and wells. Thank you for 
your generosity.

Prayer of Dedication  Rev. Samuelson
God of great gifts, this morning we give you praise, we give you glory, and we give you thanks. 
With resurrection humming in our hearts, our minds are tuned to your song of peace. We joyfully 
present our gifts to you with a chorus of thanksgiving and a harmony of hope for your kingdom 
come. Amen. 

Holy Communion   Dr. Ahrens and Rev. Samuelson
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*Closing Hymn  American Shaker melody, 1963 
“I danced in the morning”   Sydney Carter, 1963

Easter Blessing  Dr. Ahrens

The Congregation, Council, and Staff wish you a Blessed Easter! 
All music reproduced within this program is used with permission by arrangement with OneLicense.net #A-700311. All rights reserved.
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Senior Minister: Rev. Dr. Timothy C. Ahrens, D.Min., M.Div.
Designated Minister: Rev. Joanna Samuelson, M.Div.
Minister of Music: Joshua Stafford, M.M.
Administrative Manager: Amy Wagner
Communications Manager: Melissa Kulwicki 
Office Assistant: Pat Patterson
Business Administrator: Annette McCormick
Building and Grounds Superintendent: Quang Pham
Custodians: Alexis Wayne, Bill McCabe
Wedding Coordinators: Amy Wagner, Shelly Gies, Margaret 
Cipriani
Nursery Staff: Miranda Brooks, Shelly Gies, Celecia Smith
Commissioned Minister for Social Justice: Tom Brownfield
Commissioned Minister for Spiritual Formation and Direction: 
Jacquelyn Dean
Stephen Leader and Stephen Ministry Program Coordinator: 
Gary Glover 
Stephen Leader and Stephen Ministry Training Coordinator: 
Wendy Kennedy 
Stephen Leader and Stephen Ministry Referrals Coordinator: 
Susie Loik
Senior Deacon: Tom Kiesel 
Deacons: Allen Baker, Heather Jones, Brian Kemp, Nan Kreimer, 
Allison Lowery Palmer, Dayna McCrary, Matt Myers, Fran Panek, 
Andy Smith Verhage, Thom Smith, Lynn Wallich, Martha Worth

ChurCh CounCil leadership

Moderator: Gregory Halbe
Moderator-elect: Sarah Reed
Treasurer: James Velo
Treasurer-elect: Ramona Moenter
Secretary: Antoinette Koolemans-Beynen
Secretary-elect: Martha Wilson
Nominating Chair: Sarah Reed
Commissioners

Church Stewardship and Church Growth: Janice Taft
Church Stewardship and Church Growth-elect:
Church Vitality: Pat Patterson
Church Vitality-elect: 
Communications and Technology Commission: Mike Kennedy
Communications and Technology Commission-elect: Stefan Duga
Faith Formation Commission: MarinerTaft
Faith Formation Commission-elect: Cami Curren
House & Grounds: Eric Klintworth
House & Grounds-elect: 
Justice & Mercy: Janet Miller
Justice & Mercy-elect: 
Music, Arts & Heritage: Jim Griffin
Music, Arts & Heritage-elect: Cheryl Hoskinson
Members-at-Large: Jacquelyn Dean
Personnel: David Hogrefe
Personnel-elect: Sandra Mathias
Youth Member-at-Large:
Board of TrusTees

Chairperson: Frank Cook
Trustees: David Holt (Treasurer), Greg Halbe, Elizabeth Iannarino, 
Todd Jacobson, Victor John, Melody Leidheiser, Janet Miller, Judy 
Smith, (Secretary), Hugh Schultz

Church Leadership

Welcome Statement
You are welcomed, affirmed, and loved here; our faith informs us that you are a child of a loving God. Your characteristics 
and gifts will enrich our congregation. In this community, you will be celebrated, embraced, and honored, no matter 
how you identify or how your identity may evolve. Wherever you are on your faith journey, we invite you to join us in 
our diverse yet united experience. 

First Church is a Faith Community 
† Called together by God, the Creator and Sustainer of life, to worship, pray and serve;
† Led by Jesus Christ, our Teacher and Savior, to learn the faith and welcome all God’s children;
† Empowered by the Holy Spirit to witness God’s love and justice between ourselves, and throughout the world.

Open and Affirming Statement
We, the members of First Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, Columbus, Ohio, welcome and affirm all. 
We believe we are all created in God’s image and called to love our neighbors as Jesus loves us. We believe we are many 
members, but one body in Christ, called to unite all people in God’s love. We are a community seeking God’s presence 
and love in our lives. We seek to unite persons of all ages, races, nationalities, ethnicities, sexual orientations, sexes, gender 
identities and expressions, family structures, mental, intellectual and physical conditions, economic circumstances, 
political, theological and faith backgrounds. Together in our diversity, and being empowered and directed by the Holy 
Spirit, we will “do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with our God.” (Micah 6:8) 

—Adopted September 8, 2002 by the congregation
Revisions adopted January 27, 2019 by the congregation

Bulletins are printed on recycled paper with a minimum 50% post-consumer content.
All music in the bulletin is reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-717661. All rights reserved.

Bulletins and audio podcasts of services are available on the website for each week: 
www.first-church.org/Worship.aspx
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