From the Archives

A New Chapel?

Following the end of World War II, the United States experienced unprecedented growth. Many churches, naturally,
experienced the same phenomenon, with First Church being no exception. Sunday School rooms were overflowing;
classes met literally all over the church plant; growing choirs needed more rehearsal space and additional storage for

vestments; a plethora of social programs required additional meeting and kitchen space. The original 1931 structure
was being pushed beyond its limits, and the only solution was to build more rooms. A concurrent need was also for
more parking spaces at the church.

In 1959 and 1960, an exhaustive study was made of these challenges with various solutions generated for the con-
gregation to consider. The church was presented the needs for more classrooms, a youth lounge, additional choir
space, a new chapel, and additional parking. Each was priced out, and the congregation was given the opportunity
to determine where the priorities were and how much funding could be raised.

In the final analysis, the congregational made the decision not to fund the chapel at that time.

As an additional note, the original plans for the 1931 building called for a chapel that would seat around 150 people
with the space serving for smaller weddings, funerals, recitals, and lectures. Rising construction costs caused the idea
for a chapel of this size to be put on-hold, and originally designed classroom space was repurposed as the Gladden
Chapel that we use today.

While a new chapel for the church has not yet materialized, it was conceptualized, and the renderings below allow
you to see what the architects had in mind. The first drawing shows a view looking directly at the front of our facil-
ity from East Broad Street while the second sketch provides a west side view of the original 1931 building and the
proposed new chapel and additional education space.
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