From the Archives

The Choir of Men and Boys

As noted in a From the Archives post from February 2024, for much of its history before 1944, the music for First
Church’s Sunday morning services was primarily provided by a paid quartet consisting of a soprano, an alto (or
contralto), a tenor, and a bass (or baritone). However, from 1912 to 1924, First Church was home to a Choir of
Men and Boys.

A long-standing tradition in English cathedrals, men-and-boys choirs gained popularity in some larger U.S. churches
in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. Interestingly, First Church’s Choir of Men and Boys even predates the
renowned Choir of Men and Boys at St. Thomas Church in New York City, which was founded in 1919 and

continues to this day.

From information provided by ChatGPT, “the tradition of using boys’ voices in cathedral choirs dates back centuries
and is rooted in both practical and historical reasons:

1. Historical Church Tradition — In medieval and Renaissance Europe, women were often not
permitted to sing in church choirs. Boys were trained from a young age to take on soprano and alto
parts in place of women.

2. Pure, Ethereal Sound — Boys’ voices have a unique clarity and brightness before their voices change
at puberty. This sound was considered ideal for the acoustics of large cathedrals, enhancing
the reverberation and spiritual atmosphere of sacred music.” 1

Washington Gladden, the long-serving senior minister of First Church, was likely instrumental in founding the
choir. The accompanying photograph (below), taken in front of the old church at 74 E. Broad Street, includes Dr.
Gladden, Associate

1 ChatGPT. (2025, February 17). Why boys’ voices for a choir in a cathedral? OpenAl. Retrieved from [chat.openai.

com]

Carl Patton, and the choir director, Mr. Rowland Dunham, among the full choir. Also, a part of this posting is a
roster of those identified in the 1915 photograph.

After nearly twelve years of service as organist-choirmaster at First Church, Mr. Dunham resigned in 1924 to accept
a position at St. Luke’s Episcopal Church in Montclair, NJ. While archival records at First Church do not explicitly
state why the Choir of Men and Boys was discontinued, it is likely that finding a successor with Mr. Dunham’s
highly specialized skills proved challenging, leading the church to revert to its previous arrangement of a paid
quartet.

[Scroll down for photograph and choir roster]



The Choir of Men and Boys
First Congregational Church, Columbus, Ohio
1912 — 1924
Photograph circa 1915

Back row: Robert Davis, Robert Bruce, Roy Goodall, Herbert Beck, Robert Cottrell, Glenn Beck,
Sheldon Bradford, Waldemere Dysart, Rolland Lenhart, Lyman Innis.

Middle row: Donald McCoy (alto), Benton Salt, Walter Nauts, Irving Wagner, John Gill,
Ted Sherman (soprano soloist), Wendell Tarbox, Raymond Dempsey, Lawrence Rogers, Curtis Spence, Raphael
Marshall, Charles Cunningham, Mr. Rowland Dunham (organist and choirmaster)

Front row: Frank Beck, Messrs. George B. Hunter, Walter Reeves, I.H. Ruppersberg, E.C. Bain, H.C. Marshall
(soloist), Tenors. Dr. Washington Gladden, Dr. Carl Patton, Messrs. Nelson Budd, Paul M. Giesy, M.A. Delzell,
Fred C. Haynie (soloist), Basses; and Ned Giesy



