
From the Archives 
Nine Keyboards and a Slice of Heaven 

If you were in church this past Sunday (June 15, 2025), you were treated to spectacular 
instrumental music from both ends of the nave.  From the Gallery, Minister of Music Joshua 
Stafford offered contemplaEve music to set the tone for worship, playing Nico Muhly’s “The 
Revd Mustard His InstallaEon Prelude” on the 1972 Beckerath organ.  And as the concluding 
voluntary, we were delighted by an electrifying rendiEon of Bernstein’s “Overture to Candide,” 
performed on the 1931 Kimball organ in the Chancel.  So striking was the music that one could 
hear phone recordings being replayed during Coffee Hour—captured by quick-thinking and 
technologically well-prepared worshippers—as church members and visitors alike conEnued to 
enjoy Bernstein’s fiery, exuberant composiEon.  

Those of us who have belonged to other parishes know the rarity of First Church’s two 
magnificent organs.  Since 1972, our organists have found themselves in a kind of musical 
paradise—like children in a candy store—with both of these extraordinary instruments at their 
fingerEps. 

Not long a^er he accepted the posiEon as First Church’s Organist/Choirmaster, and following 
several years of work in New York City, Dene Barnard penned some reflecEons on our music 
program. We’re pleased to share a porEon of his words below. In his disEnct voice, Dene offers 
valuable insights into the unique character of our two organs and how they beauEfully 
complement one another. He also touches on the ongoing challenges the church once faced 
with maintaining the aging Kimball organ. A future installment of this series will explore those 
issues—and their joyful resoluEon—in more detail.  

For now, though, let’s hear from Dene, wriEng around 1975, as he reflects on the nine 
keyboards that then—and sEll today—offer our congregaEon a lidle slice of heaven every Eme 
they sound. 

 



 

  

     ReflecEons wriden by Dene Barnard (circa 1975), Organist/Choirmaster of First   
CongregaEonal Church UCC, Columbus, OH, 1973-2003 


