FirsT CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH WORSHIP AT ELEVEN
NOVEMBER 9, 2025

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST TWENTY-SECOND DAY AFTER PENTECOST

WELCOME TO FIRST CHURCH!
You are welcomed, affirmed, and loved here; our faith informs us that you are a child of a loving God.

Your characteristics and gifts will enrich our congregation. In this community, you will be celebrated,
embraced, and honored, no matter how you identify or how your identity may evolve.

Wherever you are on your faith journey, we invite you to join us in our diverse yet united experience.

Please use this time for quiet preparation for worship.

PRELUDE
Fantasia in C William Byrd (c. 1540-1623)
ENTER TO WORSHIP Rev. jessica young chang

Leader:  We gather to worship the One who crafted creation out of chaos,
People: our cries of joy join the anthems of the universe.

Leader: ~ We gather to lift our praise to the God who gives us voice,

People: we bring the songs which have echoed in our hearts all week long.

Please stand as you are able. (* indicates congregation standing)

*Leader: ~ We gather as the children of God, our joy unbroken in God's love,
People: young and old, tone deaf and perfect-pitched,
lift the new, new songs of faith.



*ProcessioNaL Hymn Abbot's Leigh, Cyril Vincent Taylor, 1941

“Lord, you give the great commission” Jeffrey Rowthorn, 1978
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*WELCOME AND PASSING OF THE PEACE Rev. Becky David

Leader:
People:
Leader:

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.
Let us greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.

*When you return to your seat, please find the blue Welcome notebook at the end of the pew,
sign it and pass it on to your neighbor so we many greet one another by name.

INVOCATION written by The Rev. Catherine Rolling Rev. young chang

Leader:

People:

Holy One, you have promised to be with us,

And long ago sent your Spirit to abide among us

and guide us to a future of goodness and hope.

We come seeking your truth, your justice, your kindness.
O God, you are with us this morning.

Let us feel your presence and

welcome you into our lives.

Come and fill these desires of our hearts,

In the name of Jesus, our Beloved. Amen.

DeacoN COMMISSIONING Rev. David and Rev. young chang

Pastor:

Lead

Deacon:

Pastor:

All:
Pastor:

All:

Ministry is the work of God done by the people of God.
Through baptism all Christians are made part of the priesthood of all believers,
the church, Christ’s body, made visible in the world.
We all share in Christ’s ministry of love and service for the
redemption of the human family and the whole of creation.
Martha Worth
We present these persons as called by God to the ministry of the Diaconate.

The full name of each candidate is read aloud by the deacon,
and each candidate comes forward when his or her name is read.
After all the candidates have been presented, they remain standing.

These persons are by God’s grace to be affirmed for the ministry of deacons.

We believe them to be duly called to serve God.

We ask you, people of God, to declare your assent to the recognition of these persons.
Do you trust that they are worthy, by God’s grace, to be recognized as deacons?

We do! Thanks be to God!
Will you uphold them in their ministry?
We will, with the help of God!



Pastor: My siblings in Christ, you have been called to the ministry of deacons.
The church now affirms your calling and commissions you for this work
As deacons, you are to be coworkers with our pastors, other deacons,
Stephen Ministers, and all of the faithful.
Remember that you are called to serve rather than to be served,
to share in Christ’s ministry of servanthood
in the manner of the diaconate to which you have been called.
Do you believe that God has called you to the life and work of a deacon?

Deacon Candidates: I do so believe.

Pastor:  Let us pray.
God of All Being, since the time of the Apostles you have inspired the church
to appoint members of your church to assist in particular ways in it’s mission.
We give you thanks for how you have blessed your church;
for how you are continuing to build and shape your church;
and for giving us the joy today of appointing new deacons to serve your church.
We ask you to bless these new deacons;
that they may know true humility and be faithful in their service for you.
Remind them of the example of our Lord Jesus Christ
who in fulfilling the ministry you gave to him:
Came to serve, rather than be served;
Sought the needs of others, rather than seeking his own;
Ministered to people without prejudice, and with courage and determination;
and Loved people unconditionally.
We ask Loving God that you pour generously into their lives your Holy Spirit;
fill them with your love, and compassion,
so that they may see their brothers and sisters as you see them,
and that they are equipped to carry out the duties that they have been appointed to fulfil.
We ask this in the name of Jesus our Teacher, the One whom we follow.

People: Amen.

ANTHEM
"Glorious Things of Thee are Spoken” arr. D. Linda McKechnie, 1982
THE FIrsT SCRIPTURE READING Haggai 1:15b-2:9 Todd Cunningham

Leader: A reading from the Book of Haggai, the first chapter.

In the second year of King Darius, in the seventh month, on the twenty-first day of the month, the
word of the Lord came by the prophet Haggai, saying: Speak now to Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel,
governor of Judah, and to Joshua son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and to the remnant of the people,
and say, Who is left among you that saw this house in its former glory? How does it look to you now?
Is it not in your sight as nothing? Yet now take courage, O Zerubbabel, says the Lord; take courage,



O Joshua, son of Jehozadak, the high priest; take courage, all you people of the land, says the Lord;
work, for I am with you, says the Lord of hosts, according to the promise that I made you when you
came out of Egypt. My spirit abides among you; do not fear. For thus says the Lord of hosts: Once
again, in a little while, I will shake the heavens and the earth and the sea and the dry land; and I
will shake all the nations, so that the treasure of all nations shall come, and I will fill this house with
splendor, says the Lord of hosts. The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, says the Lord of hosts. The
latter splendor of this house shall be greater than the former, says the Lord of hosts; and in this place
I will give prosperity, says the Lord of hosts.

Leader:  The Word of God for the people of God.
People: Thanks be to God.
THE PSALTER Psalm 17: 1-2, 5-9, 16

The Choir introduces the Antiphon, after which the People join in singing the Antiphon,
repeating as indicated after the Choir chants the verses.

Psalm 17: 6 3
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I callup-onyou, O God, for you will an-swer me.

Hear my plea of innocence, O Lord; give heed to my cry; *
listen to my prayer, which does not come from lying lips.
Let my vindication come forth from your presence; *
let your eyes be fixed on justice.

Antiphon

Weigh my heart, summon me by night, *

melt me down; you will find no impurity in me.
My footsteps hold fast to the ways of your law; *

in your paths my feet shall not stumble.
Antiphon

I call upon you, O God, for you will answer me; *
incline your ear to me and hear my words.

Show me your marvelous loving-kindness, *
O Savior of those who take refuge at your right hand
from those who rise up against them.

Antiphon

Keep me as the apple of your eye; *

hide me under the shadow of your wings,
From the wicked who assault me, *

from my deadly enemies who surround me.

Antiphon



Tue Eves or Jesus BY JouNn O’DoNOHUE Todd Cunningham

I imagine the eyes of Jesus
Were harvest brown,

The light of their gazing
Suffused with the seasons:
The shadow of winter,
The mind of spring,

The blues of summer,
And amber of harvest.

A gaze that is perfect sister

To the kindness that dwells

In his beautiful hands.

The eyes of Jesus gaze on us,
Stirring in the heart’s clay

The confidence of seasons

That never lose their way to harvest.
This gaze knows the signature

Of our heartbeat, the first glimmer
From the dawn that dreamed our minds,
The crevices where thoughts grow
Long before the longing in the bone
Sends them toward the mind’s eye,
The artistry of the emptiness

That knows to slow the hunger

Of outside things until they weave
Into the twilight side of the heart,
A gaze full of all that is still future
Looking out for us to glimpse

The jeweled light in winter stone,
Quickening the eyes that look at us
To see through to where words

Are blind to say what we would love,
Forever falling softly on our faces,
His gaze plies the soul with light,
Laying down a luminous layer
Beneath our brief and brittle days
Until the appointed dawn comes
Assured and harvest deft

To unravel the last black knot

And we are back home in the house
That we have never left.



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Revelation 1:5-6
The Choir introduces the Alleluia, which is then repeated by the Congregation.
Following the verse, all repeat the Alleluia.
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Verse: Jesus Christ is the firstborn of the dead;

to him be glory and power, forever and ever.
*Tue GOSPEL Luke 20:27-38 Rev. David

Leader: A reading from the Gospel according to Luke, the twentieth chapter.

Some Sadducees, those who say there is no resurrection, came to Jesus and asked him a question,
"Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a man's brother dies, leaving a wife but no children, the man
shall marry the widow and raise up children for his brother. Now there were seven brothers; the first
married, and died childless; then the second and the third married her, and so in the same way all
seven died childless. Finally the woman also died. In the resurrection, therefore, whose wife will the
woman be? For the seven had married her."

Jesus said to them, "Those who belong to this age marry and are given in marriage; but those who are
considered worthy of a place in that age and in the resurrection from the dead neither marry nor are
given in marriage. Indeed they cannot die anymore, because they are like angels and are children of
God, being children of the resurrection. And the fact that the dead are raised Moses himself showed,
in the story about the bush, where he speaks of the Lord as the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and
the God of Jacob. Now he is God not of the dead, but of the living; for to him all of them are alive."

Leader:  The Word of God for the people of God.
People: Thanks be to God.

SERMON Rev. David
PASTORAL PRAYER Rev. David

THE LORD’s PRAYER

All: Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.



*Hymn
“Abide with me”
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Eventide, William Henry Monk, 1861

| | |
I

Henry Francis Lyte, 1847

)
M

)
i

|
I I |

e s ————
1 A - Dbide with me: fast falls the e - ven - tide.
2 Swift to its close ebbs out life’s lit - tle day;
31 need thy pres - ence ev - ery pass-ing  hour;
41 fear no foe, with thee at hand to bless;
5 Hold thou thy «cross be - fore my clos-ing eyes;
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The dark - ness deep - ens; Lord, with me a - bide!
earth’s  joys grow dim; its glo - ries pass a - way;
what but thy grace can foil ~the tempt-er’s power?
ills have no weight, and tears no  bit - ter - ness.
shine through the gloom and point me to the  skies.
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When oth - er  help - ers fail and com-forts flee,
change and de - cay in all a - round I see.
Who, like thy - self, my guide and stay can  be?
Where is death’s sting?  Where, grave, thy vic - to - ry?
Heaven's morn-ing breaks, and  earth’s vain shad-ows flee;
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help of the help-less, O a - bide with me.
o thou who chang-est not a - bide with me.
Through cloud and  sun - shine, Lord, a - bide with me.
| tri - umph still, if thou a - bide with me.
in life, in death, O Lord, a - bide with me.
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THE OFFERTORY

10 give online, please scan this QR code, or see additional instructions in the Depart to Serve leaflet:

MissioN INVITATION Sheldon Taft

Cash and designated checks today go to Supportive Services for Veterans Families (SSVF). The
SSVF program, a project of Lutheran Social Services, works to address these needs for veterans in 10
central Ohio counties, helping vets and their families with housing assistance, job services, counseling,
advocacy for VA benefits, and temporary financial support. Last year more than 500 Veterans and
their families were served through SSVE and the demand for help continues to rise. Please give
generously to truly honor our veterans.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM Ernest Bulloock, 1925
“Give us the wings of faith” Isaac Watts, 1709

Give us the wings of faith to rise within the veil and see

the Saints above, how great their joys, how bright their glories be.

We ask them whence their victory came; they, with one united breath,

ascribe the conquest to the Lamb, their triumph to his death.

They marked the footsteps that he trod, his zeal inspired their breast;

and, following their Incarnate God, they reached the promised rest.

*DoxX0OLOGY Old 100th
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Christ, all creatures here below;
Praise Holy Spirit evermore;
Praise Triune God, whom we adore.

CommunITy NOTICES - DEPART TO SERVE Ms. Kulwicki

Leader:  Let us depart with a heart to serve.

People: Thanks be to God.



*CrosING Hymn
“We are all one in mission”

Es flog ein kleins Waldvigelein, Memmingen ms., 17th c.

Rusty Edwards, 1985, alt., 1923
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1 We all are one in mis - sion; we all are one in call,
2 We all are called for ser - vice to wit-ness in God’s name.
3 Nowlet us be u - nit - ed and let our song be heard.
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Rev. young chang

John Ireland, 1911

Please be seated for the postlude.

Thank you for attending worship this morning. We hope that you have found peace and grace here
and invite you to return often. If you would like more information or have any questions about First Church,
please ask one of our pastors or anyone wearing a name tag. We would be delighted to assist you.
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T Tue ForLowinG Deacons will be installed during worship today: Worship Deacon Jason Harrell, and
Stephen Ministry Deacons Susie Loik, Wendy Kennedy, and Annette McCormick.

T THE FLOWERS THIS MORNING are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of her mother, Barbara
Kemery Heer Reed, and her sisters, Holly Reed and Cynthia Reed, by Kathy Reed.

T PrLEASE JoIiN Us IN ParisuH Harr rFor Corree HOUR, hosted by the Bethlehem on Broad Street leadership
team, led by Gail and Jim Lowe.

1t GREETING AT THE ExITS

Rev. David — Narthex (Broad Street entrance)
Rev. young Chang — East Door (Ninth Street entrance by the Church Office)
Ms. Kulwicki — West Door (Cleveland Avenue entrance by the Chapel)

1 PERMISSIONS AND COPYRIGHTS
The following are printed and/or livestreamed under permission of OneLicense #A-717661. All
rights reserved.

“Lord, you gave the great commission.”  Music: Charles Vincent Taylor, 1941. © 1970. Hope
Publishing Company. Words: Jeffrey Rowthorn, 1978. © 1978 Hope Publishing Company. All

rights reserved.

“We are all one in mission.” Words: Rusty Edwards, 1985. © 1986 Hope Publishing Company. All
rights reserved.

LeaDERsHIP IN ToDAY'S LITURGY
The Rev. Becky David, preacher
The Rev. jessica young chang, worship leader
Todd Cunningham, lrurgist
Melissa Kulwicki, worship leader
Jim Griflin, crucifer
Camille Bendick and Matthew Bendick, vergers
Joshua Stafford, director and organist
'The First Church Choir
Jennifer Fry, director
The First Church Ringers

Peter Murray, livestream ministry
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This Week at First Church

Sunday, November 9
9 a.m. Worship Service &
Holy Communion (Parish Hall)

10 a.m. Adult Bible Study (Classroom C)
Sunday School Classes
(Various Classrooms)
Youth Bible Study (Youth Rm)
11 a.m. Worship Service (Sanctuary)

12:15 p.m. Coffee Hour (Parish Hall)
12:30 p.m. Confirmation Class (Classroom C)

Monday, November 10

2 p.m. Healing Circle (Chapel)

6 p.m. First Church Campanelle Rehearsal
(Bell Rm)

7 p.m. Trustees Mtg
(Classroom C & Zoom)

Tuesday, November 11

5:30 p.m.  Budget & Finance Mtg
(Classroom C & Zoom)
7 p.m. Executive Committee Mtg.
(Classroom C & Zoom)
Wednesday, November 12
6 p.m. Security Committee Mtg
(Classroom C & Zoom)
6:30 p.m.  Stephen Ministry Class (Fanning Rm)
Thursday, November 13
12 Noon Lunch Bunch (CMOA Schokko Cafe)
6 p.m. First Church Ringers Rehearsal
(Bell Rm)
6:30 p.m.  New Members Class (Classroom C)
7:15 p.m.  First Church Choir Rehearsal

(Choir Rm)

Friday, November 14
11 a.m. Full Circle Connections (Parlor)

12

November 9, 2025

Saturday, November 15

9 a.m. House & Grounds Clean Up Day
(Church grounds)
11 a.m. BOBS Planning Mtg (Zoom)
Sunday, November 16
9 a.m. Worship Service &
Holy Communion (Parish Hall)
10 a.m. Adult Bible Study (Classroom C)
Sunday School Classes
(Various Classrooms)
Youth Bible Study (Youth Rm)
11 a.m. Worship Service (Sanctuary)
12:15 p.m. Coffee Hour & Sales (Parish Hall)
4 p.m. Choral Evensong (Sanctuary)

Adult & Youth Bible Study
Today, November 9

10 a.m.

The Adult Bible Study will continue our study of the
parables of Jesus: the Parable of the Laborers in the
Vineyard. Roman Catholic doctrine says that "God has
a partiality for the poor." Is this fair? What about God
choosing who gets born into a rich family and who into
a poor? Is God unreasonable?

Adult Bible Study is led by The Rev. Margo Connor and
Rev. Larry Miller. This class is held in Classroom C.

The Youth Bible Study is for youth ages 14-20 and held
in the Youth Room. High school senior and lifelong
First Church member, Maggie Myers will lead. This is a
relaxed, teen friendly discussion of the Bible and personal
faith journeys, where connection, not perfection, are the
goals. Friends are welcome.



Confirmation Class
Today, November 9
12:30 p.m.

Following our service at 11 a.m., our 2025-2026
Confirmation Class begins in Classroom C.

Healing Circle
Monday, November 10
2 p.m.

Circle Practice emerges from spiritual, cultural, and
religious practices all over the world. In this practice,
participants engage in safe, open communication and
presence, and practice deep, confidential listening, and
story sharing from the tenderness and vulnerability
of our hearts. Please join the Healing Circle for deep
listening, open sharing, and acknowledging the pain
that is blocking our way to experiencing the healing and
transformation of Christ.

Join us in the circle. Childcare will be available.

Church Vitality Lunch Invite
Thursday, November 13
12 Noon

Church Vitality member, Vicki Lyden, will be saving
a table for you at the Schokko Café in the Columbus
Museum of Art at noon on November 13. Come and
enjoy good food and good company. You do not need to
register, just come. You can even park in the church lot.

Call the church office (614-228-1741) with questions.

With the holiday months approaching and lots of
activities going on, this will be our last mealtime together
till after the first of the year. We thank all who have
attended our Time Out Dinners and Lunch Bunches this
past year.

We hope you can attend on the 13th, and we look
forward to new events in 2026. If you would like to help
plan our church-wide events, please email Pat Patterson
(ppatterson@first-church.org).

13

New Member Class
Thursday, November 13
7 p-m.

This is the second of two classes offered for those who are
interested in joining our congregation. This class offers an
opportunity to meet our ministers and lay leaders, learn
about our church’s history, and see how you might serve
and grow spiritually through our activities and programs.
The class will help you become better acquainted with
our large congregation.

If you are a visitor to First Congregational Church, we
encourage you to take the next step to consider joining
our faith community. Please note, classes are not required
to join our church.

Full Circle Connections
Friday, November 14
10 a.m.

Full Circle Connections is a chance to discuss what's
happening in our world, in our neighborhoods, and in
our individual lives as people of faith. Come and join
us for our next lively conversation in the Church Parlor.
Everyone is welcome! Ron Botts and Jan Hamilton are
the convenors.

House & Grounds Cleanup Day
Saturday, November 15
9 a.m.

House & Grounds Commission will have a Fall Clean
Up for the outside of the Church. We will rake leaves,
dead head flowers, pull weeds, put away hoses, clear the
drains along the Education wing, and most likely 4 or 5
other things that we deem appropriate (like removing the
stump at the Ninth Street entrance).

We'll have coffee and tea, and donut holes to get started;
and if enough folks are interested, we can order pizzas for
lunch. If you are interested and available, please respond
to Fran Panek at franpanck@gmail.com. Many hands
will make light work!


mailto:ppatterson%40first-church.org?subject=
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Choral Evensong
Sunday, November 16
4 p.m.

Held in the late afternoon, this service offers attendees
a serene and contemplative experience, where scripture,
music, and prayer intertwine. Through psalms, hymns,
canticles, and scripture readings, Choral Evensong
invites you to connect with the divine in a profoundly
meditative way, immersing yourself in a spiritual journey
that is as timeless as it is beautiful—a true testament to
the enduring legacy of the English liturgical tradition.

A Service of Healing
Sunday, November 23
10 a.m.

First Congregational Church is hosting A Service
of Healing. Like our Legacy Sunday in September,
this Sunday will feature a single service, to allow for
intergenerational and intercultural connection that is so
necessary for our congregation. We will come together,
as one people, as God’s people, to acknowledge our pain,
and then as the Good Shepherd instructs us, to lay our
burdens down at the altar of Christ. This service is not
to be missed. We are having a single service because we
are a single community, and because healing happens in
community. We will breathe together, be together, feel
together, and recover together, all in the nourishing,
protective, and generous presence of our God.

Ohio Capital Winds
Sunday, November 23
4 p.m.

As part of the Concert Series, Ohio Capital Winds
(OCW) will perform a classic repertoire from masters
such as Holst, Sousa, Grainger, and Ohio's own Henry
Fillmore. OCW is a champion of wind ensemble music.
This program will also feature a work for wind symphony
and organ!

This freewill concert will be held in the Sanctuary, and is
open to the public.
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First Serves November
Food Drive for Gladden
Community House Food Pantry
Sunday, November 23 at 11 a.m.

In the spirit of Thanksgiving, we are collecting non-
perishable boxed and canned food items and other
household and toiletry items for donation to the Gladden
Community House. With the freeze on SNAP benefits
the need for items is even greater this year. Visit the
Giving Tree in the Education Wing Breezeway to pick a
"can" with a QR Code to get the most requested items.

Bring your food donations before November 23, and place
them in the baskets under the Giving Tree. Following the
10 a.m. service on November 23, we will work together
in Classroom D to box everything for delivery.

If you have spare boxes or storage bins that we could
use to deliver the donations, please label them and place
them under the tree. Also, if you are available to help
deliver the food on Monday, November 24 or Tuesday,
November 25 , to Gladden House, please let us know.

If you need additional information, please contact Donna
and Denise Vogt at dvogt@first-church.org. Thank you
for your generous spirits and giving hearts!

Handbell Festival in New Albany
Sunday, November 23
7 p.-m.

First Church Campanelle will join other handbell choirs
at the Handbell Festival Ringing Joyfully! It will be held
at the Rose Run Presbyterian Church at 5220 Johnstown
Roadd in New Albany.

Your attendance will help support our Campanelle
handbell ringers. In lieu of an admission fee, cash
donations will be accepted that will provide Christmas
gifts for the foster teens in Franklin County Children's
Service. For more information please contact Jennifer

Fry at grifhngretel@gmail.com.
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Hanging of the Greens
Monday, November 24
6 p.m.
Come help deck the halls of First Church for the Advent

and Christmas seasons! We will gather at 6 p.m. for a
quick dinner and then divide into teams for the various
decorating tasks. If you are available to come earlier in
the day, your help is welcome!

Our advance team has streamlined the process,
thoughtfully organizing the tasks into teams to tackle
the project more effectively. With new decorations,
including freshly tied bows and new wreaths and garland,
the process should go quite smoothly.

Many hands make light work so please register on Realm.
There are jobs for everyone — of every age and ability!

An Extravagant Welcome

by Antoinette Koolemans-Beynen

An extravagant welcome! That was our Church policy ten
years ago when I decided to join. It is still what drives us
today, though now there are so many new ways we enact
that policy.

It begins when we open the doors for the 9 a.m. informal
worship service where you are welcomed with hot coffee
and pastries, often home baked. As soon as you are seated,
we pass the peace and welcome each other, then join in
worship and holy communion. At noon, when the 11
a.m. service is concluded, we welcome you again with
coffee, tea and an extravagant spread of goodies, inviting
you to be seated around the round tables in Parish Hall
and be engaged in lively conversation.

This is provided by our
Neighborhood Care Circles, organized in 2024 by zip
code, ensuring that many hands make light work as each
circle only serves twice a year. Currently, we have a total
of 24 NCCs, posted in the big kitchen adjacent to Parish
Hall. If you are new and wish to be included, please add

extravagant welcome

your name to the circle of your choice, or email me at
antoinettekbr79@gmail.com, and you will be contacted
by one of its leaders. We look forward to welcoming you
extravagantly in this mission that expresses our feelings
so well!
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Keep in Prayer

Members Gerry Worth; Emily Wilson; Al Waddell; Pat
Liebchen; Jane Ward; Gretchen Atkinson; Jean Lebold;
Stella Braide; Steve Wild; James Velo; Grace Glaros and
family; Beverly Halbe; Francille Firebaugh; Nancy Burba;
John Carter; Clinton Brown; Dan Axt.

Family and friends Wendy and Robert Reber’s life-long
friend, David Roberts and family; Melissa Kulwicki’s
father, Jack Blandi; Candy Cummings’ friend, Robdonda
Hardin; Geoffrey Dean’s aunt, Vivian Heaney; Jason
Harrell’s mother, Sherry Harrell; Tom Kiesel’s friend,
Carrie; Matt Myers sister, Erin Myers; Victor John’s
father, Charles John and mother, Mary Jane John; Bob
and Lorraine Quinichett’s daughter, Susan Webster; and
Diana and Bob Kutschbach’s cousin, Carson Samples.

Those who mourn the family and friends of Janice
White.

We keep Stephen Ministers in prayer as they care for our
church members.

In the Ecumenical Prayer Cycle, we pray for the people
and churches in Oceania including American Samoa,
Cook Islands, Fiji, French Polynesia (Maohi Nui),
Kanaky, Kiribati, Marshall Islands, Micronesia, Nauru,
Niue, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Samoa, Solomon
Islands, Tonga, Tuvalu, and Vanuatu. We also pray for
our UCC partners in mission at the Ecumenical Institute
for Study and Dialogue (EISD) in Colombo, Sri Lanka.

Eco-Tip from Sacred Earth
Give your Pumpkins a Green Afterlife!

Pumpkins and gourds can be recycled by composting.
Clean them of any paint, wax, or decorations and cut
them into small pieces, then put them in your garden.
Nature will do the rest!

Local communities offer collection sites for pumpkins so
check with your local communities, or go to SWACO.
com for more detailed information.
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First CHURCH 15 A FArrH COMMUNITY
T Called together by God, the Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer of life, to worship, pray and serve;
T Led by Jesus Christ, our Teacher and Savior, to learn the faith and welcome all God’s children;
T Empowered by the Holy Spirit to witness God’s love and justice between ourselves, and throughout the world.

We covenant with the Lord Jesus Christ and one another, and bind ourselves in the presence of God to live together in all
God’s ways as revealed to us by the Holy Spirit and holy scripture. The church acknowledges that all members have the
right of individual interpretation of the principles of the Christian faith and respects them in their honest convictions.
In accordance with the teaching of our Lord, the church recognizes two sacraments: Baptism and Holy Communion.

OPEN AND AFFIRMING STATEMENT

We, the members of First Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, Columbus, Ohio, welcome and afhirm all.
We believe we are all created in God’s image and called to love our neighbors as Jesus loves us. We believe we are many
members, but one body in Christ, called to unite all people in God’s love. We are a community seeking God’s presence
and love in our lives. We seek to unite persons of all ages, races, nationalities, ethnicities, sexual orientations, sexes, gender
identities and expressions, family structures, mental, intellectual and physical conditions, economic circumstances,
political, theological and faith backgrounds. Together in our diversity, and being empowered and directed by the Holy
Spirit, we will “do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with our God.” (Micah 6:8)

—Adopted September 8, 2002 by the congregation
Revisions adopted January 27, 2019 by the congregation
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