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	 Worship at Eleven 
January 18, 2026 

		  Second Sunday after the Epiphany 

First Congregational Church 
United Church of Christ

Welcome to First Church!
You are welcomed, affirmed, and loved here; our faith informs us that you are a child of a loving God. 
Your characteristics and gifts will enrich our congregation. In this community, you will be celebrated, 

embraced, and honored, no matter how you identify or how your identity may evolve. 
Wherever you are on your faith journey, we invite you to join us in our diverse yet united experience. 

Please use this time for quiet preparation for worship.
 

Voluntary			 
Introduction from First Sonata for Organ		  Florence Price, 1927

Enter to Worship		  Lee Wetmore
Leader:  	 Let us take a deep breath in the house of Yahweh!
People:	 You are our light and our salvation, 
		  whom do we have to fear?
		  You are the ground on which we stand; 
		  You are with us and we are unafraid!
Please stand as you are able. (* indicates congregation standing)

*Leader: 	 You remind us, God, that we are all connected: 
		  all communities and 	states are interconnected one with another.
People:	 You remind us that injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.
Leader:	 Put Your breath in our bodies 
		  so that we may call forth justice and peace in Your world;
People:	 Let Your justice flow like a river, 
		  let Your righteousness surge like an unfailing stream. 
		  Let us worship You!
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*Processional Hymn	 Restoration, The Southern Harmony, 1835
“Jesus calls us; o'er the tumult"	 Cecil Frances Alexander, 1852

*Welcome and Passing of the Peace	 	 Rev. jessica young chang
Leader: 	 The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People:	 And also with you.
Leader: 	 Let us greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.

* When you return to your seat, please find the blue Welcome notebook at the end of the pew, 
sign it and pass it on to your neighbor so we many greet one another by name.
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Invocation	 Rev. young chang
Leader:	 God of the Ages, there are big ways and small ways You draw us close to you. 
		  Sometimes the spiritual intimacy You offer us is so different from what we know, 
		  we don’t know where to turn or what to say. 
		  Be patient with us God. 
		  Remind us that there is nothing that separates us from Your love, 
		  that you know the rhythm of our breath and 
		  that you have put your fingerprint on our hearts.
People:	 Remind us how prized we are by You, that You have called us, 
		  and You call us over and over.
		  Draw close to us, Holy Spirit. Soften us, that we may draw close to You. 
		  Fill us with the breath and strength of our spiritual ancestors, 
		  that we may express and demonstrate your love in our 
		  personal and congregational work for justice. 
		  In the name of the Son of Justice, Christ, we pray, Amen.

Anthem	 	 C. Hubert H. Parry, 1888, arr. H. A. Chambers, 1941  
“Dear Lord and Father”	 John Greenleaf Whittier, 1872

Dear Lord and Father of mankind, 
forgive our foolish ways; 
reclothe us in our rightful mind, 
in purer lives thy service find, 
in deeper reverence praise.
In simple trust like theirs who heard, 
beside the Syrian sea, 
the gracious calling of the Lord, 
let us, like them, without a word, 
rise up and follow thee. 

Drop thy still dews of quietness, 
till all our strivings cease; 
take from our souls the strain and stress, 
and let our ordered lives confess 
the beauty of thy peace. 
Breathe through the heats of our desire 
thy coolness and thy balm; 
let sense be dumb, let flesh retire; 
speak through the earthquake, wind, and fire, 
O still, small voice of calm. 

The First Scripture Reading  	 1 Corinthians 1:10-18	 Mr. Wetmore
Leader:	 A reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians, the first chapter.
Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you be in 
agreement and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and 
the same purpose. For it has been reported to me by Chloe’s people that there are quarrels among 
you, my brothers and sisters. What I mean is that each of you says, “I belong to Paul,” or “I belong 
to Apollos,” or “I belong to Cephas,” or “I belong to Christ.” Has Christ been divided? Was Paul 
crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? I thank God that I baptized none of you 
except Crispus and Gaius, so that no one can say that you were baptized in my name. (I did baptize 
also the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I do not know whether I baptized anyone else.) For 
Christ did not send me to baptize but to proclaim the gospel, and not with eloquent wisdom, so that 
the cross of Christ might not be emptied of its power.
For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being 
saved it is the power of God.
Leader:	 The Word of God for the people of God. 
People:	 Thanks be to God.
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The Psalter	 Psalm 27: 1, 5–13
The Choir introduces the Antiphon, after which the People join in singing the Antiphon, 

repeating as indicated after the Choir chants the verses.

The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom then shall I fear? 
	 the Lord is the strength of my life; of whom then shall I be afraid?
One thing have I asked of the Lord; one thing I seek; 
	 that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life;
To behold the fair beauty of the Lord 
	 and to seek him in his temple.
Antiphon.

For in the day of trouble he shall keep me safe in his shelter; 
	 he shall hide me in the secrecy of his dwelling and set me high upon a rock.
Even now he lifts up my head 
	 above my enemies round about me.
Therefore I will offer in his dwelling an oblation
	 with sounds of great gladness; 
	 I will sing and make music to the Lord.
Antiphon.

Hearken to my voice, O Lord, when I call; 
	 have mercy on me and answer me.
You speak in my heart and say, "Seek my face." 
	 Your face, Lord, will I seek.
Hide not your face from me, 
	 nor turn away your servant in displeasure.
You have been my helper; cast me not away; 
	 do not forsake me, O God of my salvation. 
Antiphon.

*Gospel Acclamation	 	 Matthew 4:23
The Choir introduces the Alleluia, which is then repeated by the Congregation. 

Following the verse, all repeat the Alleluia.

Verse: 	 Jesus proclaimed the Gospel of the kingdom 
	 and cured every disease among the people.
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*The Gospel	 Matthew 4:12-23	 Rev. young chang
Leader:	 A reading from the Gospel according to Matthew, the fourth chapter.
When Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. He left Nazareth and made 
his home in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, so that what had been 
spoken through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled:
	 “Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali,
		  on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles—
	 the people who sat in darkness
		  have seen a great light,
	 and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death
		  light has dawned.”
From that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.”
As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his 
brother, casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. And he said to them, “Follow me, and 
I will make you fish for people.” Immediately they left their nets and followed him. As he went from 
there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat with their 
father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called them. Immediately they left the boat and their 
father, and followed him.
Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the good news of the 
kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness among the people.
Leader:	 The Word of God for the people of God. 
People:	 Thanks be to God.

Sermon 	  		  Rev. young chang
Prayers of Intercession	 	 Rev. young chang

The Lord’s Prayer
	 All:	 Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
			   Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven.  
			   Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  
			   Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,  
			   for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.
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*Hymn	 		  Softly and Tenderly
“Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling"	 Will L. Thompson, 1880
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The Offertory 
To give online, please scan this QR code, or see additional instructions in the Depart to Serve leaflet:

Mission Invitation	 	     Christine Farquhar
Cash and designated gifts go to support the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) of Ohio 
Foundation. The Foundation champions constitutional and other fundamental rights, and pursues 
racial, economic, gender, and social equity for all Ohioans, without political partisanship. Funding 
supports litigation, communications, advocacy, and public education efforts, in the fight for fairness, 
freedom, and justice for all Ohioans.  The Foundation’s strategic priorities include political participation, 
voting rights, criminal justice reforms, and inclusion. Thank you for your generosity.

Offertory Anthem	 	  African American Spiritual  
Give Me Jesus			   arr. Larry L. Fleming, 1973

O, when I am alone, 
O, when I am alone, 
O, when I am alone, 
give me Jesus. 
You may have all the rest, 
give me Jesus.
O, when I come to die...
And when I want to sing...

*Doxology	    	 Old 100th 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Christ, all creatures here below; 
Praise Holy Spirit evermore; 
Praise Triune God, whom we adore.

Community Notices - Depart to Serve	 	 Mrs. Fulford
Leader: 	 Let us depart with a heart to serve.
People: 	 Thanks be to God.
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*Closing Hymn	 Gardiner, Gardiner's Sacred Melodies, 1815 
“Where cross the crowded ways of life"	 Frank Mason North, 1903, alt.

*Benediction	 	 Rev. young chang

Voluntary
Finale from First Sonata for Organ		  Florence Price, 1927

Please be seated for the postlude.

Thank you for attending worship this morning. We hope that you have found peace and grace here  
and invite you to return often. If you would like more information or have any questions about First Church,  

please ask one of our pastors or anyone wearing a name tag. We would be delighted to assist you.

†  The Flowers this morning are given to the glory of God in celebration of Hugh and Douglas Stephens 
by Gleva Stephens.  
†  Please Join Us in Parish Hall for Coffee Hour, hosted by the Exhilarated Neighborhood Care 
Circle, led by Mary Day Fewlass.
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† Greeting at the Exits
	 Rev. jessica young chang — Narthex (Broad Street entrance)
	 Joshua Stafford — East Door (Ninth Street entrance by the Church Office)
	 Mrs. Fulford — West Door (Cleveland Avenue entrance by the Chapel) 

† Permissions and Copyrights 
The following are printed and/or livestreamed under permission of OneLicense #A-717661.  All 
rights reserved.

Leadership in Today’s Liturgy
The Rev. jessica young chang, preacher

Lee Wetmore, liturgist 
Leslie Fulford, worship leader

Douglas Taft, crucifer
Jason Harrell and Sebastian Kulwicki, vergers

Joshus Stafford, director and organist
The First Church Choir

Pat Patterson, livestream ministry
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Nominating Committee: Slate of Officers for 2026 Council
Officers
Moderator: Sarah Reed
Moderator Elect:
Treasurer: Ramona Moenter
Treasurer Elect:
Secretary: Amanda Butler
Secretary Elect:
Commissioners
Church Stewardship & Growth Commissioner: Steve Sterrett
Church Stewardship & Growth Commissioner Elect: Kathy Reed
Church Vitality Commissioner: Antoinette Koolemans-Beynen
Church Vitality Commissioner Elect: 
Communications & Technology Commissioner: Mike Kennedy
Communications & Technology Commissioner Elect: Nathaniel Powell
Faith Formation Commissioner: Mariner Taft
Faith Formation Commissioner Elect: 
House & Grounds Commissioner: Eric Klintworth
House & Grounds Commissioner Elect:
Justice & Mercy Commissioner: James Lowe
Justice & Mercy Commissioner Elect:
Music, Arts, & Heritage Commissioner: Jim Griffin
Music, Arts, & Heritage Commissioner Elect: Cheryl Hoskinson
Personnel Commissioner: Neal Brower
Personnel Commissioner Elect:
At-Large Members
Adult Member At-Large: Martha Wilson
Youth Member At-Large:
Trustees
Chair: (elected by Trustees)
2 year term: David Hogrefe
4 year term: Charlie Weaver
4 Year term: Victor John
Deacons
Senior Deacon: (elected by Deacons)
3 year term: Barbara Mason
3 year term: Sandra Geronimo
3 year term: Martha Worth
3 year term:
3 year term:
Nominating Chair: Gregory Halbe
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January 18, 2026

This Week at First Church
Sunday, January 18 
9 a.m.	 Worship Service (Parish Hall)
10 a.m.	 Sunday School (Various Classrooms)
		  Adult Education (Classroom C)
		  Middle & High School Education
		  (Classroom D)
11 a.m.	 Worship Service (Sanctuary)
12:15 p.m.	 Coffee Hour & Coffee Sales
		  (Parish Hall)
		  Youth Bowling (Classroom D)
4 p.m.	 Evensong (Sanctuary)

Monday, January 19
Church closed in recognition of
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
6 p.m.	 First Church Campanelle Practice
		  (Bell Rm)

Wednesday, January 21
10 a.m.	 Largest Table Food Prep & Delivery 
		  (Kitchen)
6 p.m.	 Faith Formation Mtg
		  (Classroom C & Teams)
		

Adult & Youth Education
Today at 10 a.m.

Taimur Chaudhri will lead a discussion on Connecting with 
our Passion for Social Justice in Clasroom C. Participants 
are invited to join the youth in Classroom D for a walk to 
the Gladden Social Justice Park for a special lesson on the 
teachings of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and 
learn about the  inspiration of Martin Luther King, Jr., 
in the signature artwork, Our Single Garment of Destiny. 

Thursday, January 22
6 p.m.	 First Church Ringers Rehearsal 
		  (Bell Rm)
7:15 p.m.	 First Church Choir Rehearsal 
		  (Choir Rm)

Friday, January 23
10 a.m.	 Full Circle Connections (Parlor)

Sunday, January 25 
10 a.m.	 Worship Service (Sanctuary)
11 a.m.	 First Congregational Annual Meeting
		  (Sanctuary)
12:15 p.m.	 Chili Cookoff (Parish Hall)
4 p.m.	 Evensong (Sanctuary)

Youth Bowling
Today at 12:15 p.m.

Youth 5th grade and up are invited to Columbus Square 
Bowling Palace for pizza and bowling after the 11 a.m. 
service. Please meet in Classroom D at 12:15 to carpool. 
Guests should bring $20 for bowling, shoes, and pizza. 
Please let Leslie Fulford know if you are planning to 
attend or want a ride at lfulford@first-church.org.

Faith Formation
Faith Formation is entering the new year embracing 
our passion for social justice for all ages, culminating in 
the upcoming celebration of the life and lessons of the 
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., with leaders from the 
Washington Gladden Social Justice Park. 
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Livestream Ministry
Seeking Volunteers

The Livestream Ministry is seeking volunteers to join the 
team that is extending our Sunday worship services to 
online viewers in Central Ohio and beyond. No video 
production experience is needed. The team provides the 
training, and the permanently-installed equipment is 
straightforward to use. 

Extend your worship by being a part of our congregation's 
Extravagant Welcome to members and visitors. Online 
worshipers are members of our faith community 
participating from home or while traveling. We also have 
viewers that are seeking a spiritual resting place or simply 
enjoying First Church's preaching and music. 

The current team is looking for volunteers for a one-
Sunday-service-a-month commitment level. The 
commitment each Sunday is 30 minutes before the start 
of worship through the end of the service. There is the 
potential for offering recording and streaming services 
for weddings, memorial services, and other events in the 
sanctuary and Parish Hall as well. If you are interested 
or ready to join and serve please email Mike Kennedy at 
mkennedy@first-church.org.

First Serves
Sunday, January 25

11 a.m.
Our January First Serves mission will be a diaper drive for 
CelebrateOne! CelebrateOne is a nonprofit organization 
and the City of Columbus’ initiative focused on ensuring 
every baby reaches its first birthday and beyond. They 
work with families, healthcare providers, community 
partners, and local leaders to reduce infant mortality and 
support healthy pregnancies, safe beginnings, and strong 
families across Columbus.

Items to be donated need to be unopened and unused 
packs of diapers in any child size, and unopened packs 
of diaper wipes. Please bring your donated items to 
the Education Wing's Giving Tree. We will also collect 
money to purchase diapers and wipes for this cause (see 
the Giving Tree for cash amounts). All donations should 
be delivered by Sunday, January 25. Please join us after 
the annual meeting to help load up diapers and wipes for 
delivery!

Please reach out to Donna and Denise Vogt at dvogt@
first-church.org with any questions. To learn more about 
CelebrateOne and how to get involved, please visit 
https://celebrateone.org/ 

Sacred Earth Eco-Tips
Did you know you can take your string lights, live 
Christmas trees and greenery to SWACO's Franklin 
County Recycling Convenience Center at 2566 Jackson 
Pike? Many communities offer free curbside pickup of 
live trees or other holiday greenery, but you can also drop 
them off at the Recycling Convenience Center, which 
even accepts styrofoam. By eliminating the complexity 
often associated with recycling, SWACO intends to 
make it second nature for Franklin County residents to 
divert recyclable items from landfills, fostering a more 
sustainable future for our region.

Here at First Church we continue to accept prescription 
bottles by the Giving Tree in the Education wing.

Annual Meeting & Chili Cook-off
Sunday, January 25

On January 25, following a 10 a.m. worship service, First 
Congregational Church will hold its Annual Meeting. At 
the meeting, members will receive a copy of the church's 
annual report, and approve last year's minutes, our annual 
budget, and the nomination of new commissioners.

Following the meeting there will be a Chili Cook-off in 
Parish Hall. Please plan to attend both events and bring 
your best chili creations or favorite corn bread. Your 
crockpots can be dropped off in Parish Hall before the 
10 a.m. worship service. See you all at next week’s events.
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Keep in Prayer
Members Gail Lowe; Jane Weddle; Gerry Worth; Al 
Waddell; Jane Ward; James Velo; Grace Glaros and family; 
Beverly Halbe; Francille Firebaugh; Nancy Burba; John 
Carter; Clinton Brown; Dan Axt.

Family and friends Leslie and David Fulford's sister-in-
law, Donna Fulford; Nicole Speakman and family; Alexis 
Wayne; Annette McCormick’s friend, Dannie Crace; 
Janice Taft’s cousin, Teri Williams; Jim and Gail Lowe’s 
friends, Gretta Hibbs and Billy; Shelly Gies’ father, 
Robert Simms and brother, Mike Simms; Susie Loik’s 
friends, Julia and Jim Perry; Kevin Salem’s uncle, Harold 
Allen; Wendy and Robert Reber’s life-long friend, David 
Roberts and family; Geoffrey Dean’s aunt, Vivian Heaney; 
Jason Harrell’s mother, Sherry Harrell; Tom Kiesel’s 
friend, Carrie; Matt Myers’ sister, Erin Myers; and Diana 
and Bob Kutschbach’s cousin, Carson Samples.

Those who mourn Victor John and family on the death 
of his mother, Mary Jane John.

We keep Stephen Ministers in prayer as they care for our 
church members.

In the Ecumenical Prayer Cycle, we pray for the people 
and churches in Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi 
Arabia, United Arab Emirates, Yemen. We also pray 
for our UCC partner in mission the Divinity School of 
Chung Chi College in Hong Kong.

Justice & Mercy Missions
Upcoming missions will be:

January 25 - Church World Services (CWS)
February 1 - Community Refugee & Immigration 
Services (CRIS)
February 8 - Good Samaritan Fund                              
February 15 - Laundry Love

First Church Book Club
Wednesday, February 4

 7 p.m. on Zoom  
Come enjoy lively conversation and get to know other 
church members with the First Church Book Club when 
we discuss John & Paul: A Love Story in Songs by Ian 
Leslie. 

What are your favorite Beatles’ songs? We each have them. 
The Beatles shook the world to its core in the 1960s and 
new generations continue to fall in love with their songs 
and their story.

John Lennon and Paul McCartney knew each other for 
23 years, from 1957 to 1980. Their friendship changed 
the world, their chemistry and friendly rivalry sparked 
extraordinary creativity. This intimate book shares 
insights into their music and the nature of creativity, 
collaboration, and human intimacy.

Want to receive book club emails or the Zoom link? 
Please email Kathy Reed at kbreed2010@gmail.com.

I Matter 2026:
The Strength Within Us

Sunday, February 1, Noon to 4 p.m.
Girls grades 6-12 and the mothers/mother figures in 
their lives are encouraged to attend this free workshop 
on healthy relationships and wellness conducted by 
ROX, The Center for Family Safety and Healing, and 
Nationwide Children’s Hospital. Please contact Leslie 
Fulford at lfulford@first-church.org for registration 
information, and to attend together. The event is free but 
registration is required and does sell out. 

For information on the breakout sessions and 
registration visit: https://www.eventbrite.com/
e/i-matter-2026-the-strength-within-us-tickets-
1858424229899?aff=oddtdtcreator
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Interim Senior Minister: Rev. Becky David, M.Div.
Interim Associate Minister: Rev. jessica young chang, M.Div.
Minister of Music: Joshua Stafford, M.M.
Interim Director of Faith Formation: Leslie Fulford
Administrative Manager: Amy Wagner
Communications Manager: Melissa Kulwicki 
Office Assistant: Pat Patterson
Business Administrator: Annette McCormick
Building and Grounds Superintendent: Kevin Salem
Custodians: Alexis Wayne, Bill McCabe, Bob O’Brien
Handbell Director: Jennifer Fry 
Wedding Coordinators: Amy Wagner, Shelly Gies, Margaret 
Cipriani, Denise Vogt
Nursery Staff: Miranda Brooks, Shelly Gies, Celecia Smith
Commissioned Minister for Social Justice: Tom Brownfield
Commissioned Minister for Spiritual Formation and Direction: 
Jacquelyn Dean
Stephen Leader and Stephen Ministry Training Coordinator: 
Wendy Kennedy 
Stephen Leader and Stephen Ministry Referrals Coordinator: 
Susie Loik
Stephen Leader and Stephen Ministry Communications, Media 
and IT Coordinator: Annette McCormick
Senior Deacon: Martha Worth
Deacons: Allen Baker, Fubara Braide, Stella Braide, Heather Jones, 
Brian Kemp, Allison Lowery, Dayna McCrary, Matt Myers, Fran 
Panek, Gary Seigerst, Thomason Smith
Transition Team: Jacquelyn Dean and Nancy Loy, co-chairpersons, 
Todd Cunningham, Rev. Becky David, Scott Graham, Gregory 
Halbe, Susie Loik, Allison Lowery, Pavan Peter, Sarah Reed, Joshua 
Stafford

Board of Trustees

Chairperson: Frank Cook
Trustees: Matthew Bendick, Todd Jacobson, Victor John, Melody 
Leidheiser, Janet Miller, Sarah Reed, Judy Smith (Secretary), 
Hugh Schultz
Church Council Leadership

Moderator: Sarah Reed
Moderator-elect: 
Treasurer: Ramona Moenter
Treasurer-elect: 
Secretary: Amanda Butler
Secretary-elect: 
Nominating Chair: Gregory Halbe
Commissioners

Church Stewardship and Church Growth: Stephen Sterrett
Church Stewardship and Church Growth-elect: Kathy Reed
Church Vitality: Pat Patterson
Church Vitality-elect: Antoinette Koolemans-Beynen
Communications and Technology Commission: Mike Kennedy
Communications and Technology Commission-elect: Nathaniel 
Powell
Faith Formation Commission: Cami Curren
Faith Formation Commission-elect: Mariner Taft
House & Grounds: Eric Klintworth
House & Grounds-elect: 
Justice & Mercy: James Lowe
Justice & Mercy-elect: Janice Taft
Music, Arts & Heritage: Jim Griffin
Music, Arts & Heritage-elect: Cheryl Hoskinson
Member-at-Large: Martha Wilson
Personnel: Neal Brower
Personnel-elect: 
Youth Member-at-Large: Sebastian Kulwicki

Church Leadership

 

First Church is a Faith Community 
† Called together by God, the Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer of life, to worship, pray and serve;
† Led by Jesus Christ, our Teacher and Savior, to learn the faith and welcome all God’s children;
† Empowered by the Holy Spirit to witness God’s love and justice between ourselves, and throughout the world.

We covenant with the Lord Jesus Christ and one another, and bind ourselves in the presence of God to live together in all 
God’s ways as revealed to us by the Holy Spirit and holy scripture. The church acknowledges that all members have the 
right of individual interpretation of the principles of the Christian faith and respects them in their honest convictions. 
In accordance with the teaching of our Lord, the church recognizes two sacraments: Baptism and Holy Communion.

Open and Affirming Statement
We, the members of First Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, Columbus, Ohio, welcome and affirm all. 
We believe we are all created in God’s image and called to love our neighbors as Jesus loves us. We believe we are many 
members, but one body in Christ, called to unite all people in God’s love. We are a community seeking God’s presence 
and love in our lives. We seek to unite persons of all ages, races, nationalities, ethnicities, sexual orientations, sexes, gender 
identities and expressions, family structures, mental, intellectual and physical conditions, economic circumstances, 
political, theological and faith backgrounds. Together in our diversity, and being empowered and directed by the Holy 
Spirit, we will “do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with our God.” (Micah 6:8) 

—Adopted September 8, 2002 by the congregation
Revisions adopted January 27, 2019 by the congregation

First Congregational Church, United Church of Christ
444 E Broad Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215 | 614-228-1741

www.firstchurcharts.org | home@first-church.org


