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	 Worship at Nine 
March 8, 2026 

	 Third Sunday in Lent 
 

First Congregational Church 
United Church of Christ

Welcome to First Church!
You are welcomed, affirmed, and loved here; our faith informs us that you are a child of a loving God. 
Your characteristics and gifts will enrich our congregation. In this community, you will be celebrated, 

embraced, and honored, no matter how you identify or how your identity may evolve. 
Wherever you are on your faith journey, we invite you to join us in our diverse yet united experience. 

Gathering
Sounding of the Bell

A period of silence is observed.
Blessing 			   Rev. Becky
“Blessing of the Well”		  Circle of Grace, Jan Richardson, 2016

If you stand 
at the edge 
of this blessing 
and call down 
into it,
you will hear
your words 
return to you.
If you lean in 
and listen close,
you will hear 
this blessing 
give the story 
of your life 
back to you.
Quiet your voice.
Quiet your judgment.
Quiet the way 
you always tell 
your story 
to yourself.
Quiet all these 
and you will hear 
the whole of it 
and the hollows of it:
the spaces 
in the telling, 
the gaps 
where you hesitate 
to go.

Sit at the rim 
of this blessing.
Press your ear 
to its lip, 
its sides,
its curves that were carved out
long ago
by whose thirst 
drove them deep, 
those who dug 
into the layers 
with only their hands 
and hope.
Rest yourself 
beside this blessing 
and you will 
begin to hear 
the sound of water 
entering the gaps.
Still yourself 
and you will feel it 
rising up within you,
filling every emptiness,
springing forth 
anew.



2

*Gathering Song		  Two Oaks, Marty Haugen, 1994
“Let us build a house” vv. 1-3	



3

* Invocation		  Rev. Becky
	 Leader:	 Loving and caring God,
		  we come this morning in hope—
		  hope that will sustain us in our trying times,
		  our lonely times, our doubting times.
	 People:	 Refresh us this morning
                     	 with the living water
		  of Your presence and love.
		  Open us to the possibilities of friendship—
		  the possibilities of encountering You in unexpected ways,
		  the possibilities of seeing the miraculous in everyday life. Amen.

Welcome and Announcements		  Rev. Becky
Passing of the Peace 		  Rev. Becky
Children’s Moment	 	 Leslie Fulford

Our young children are welcome to participate in “Sunday Stories.” 

Listening
Lectio Divina	 Rev. Becky

Lectio Divina is a contemplative scriptural practice created in the fifth century. 
We have printed the scripture in the bulletin, and we encourage you if you do not need to, 

to choose to listen to the scripture as it is read, rather than following along on paper. 
We will read today’s gospel passage through four times: the first movement is to familiarize ourselves with the 

passage; the second movement is to silently allow the Spirit to reveal to each of us what Spirit has for us in this 
passage; the third gives us the chance to respond to our neighbors, friends, or loved ones in worship with us for a 
few moments about what is lifting up within us, and within others. The presiding minister will also offer a brief 

response. We will close the practice with sacred silence with one another and the Spirit.
The Scripture Reading  	 John 4:5-7, 11, 13-15	 Rev. Becky

Leader:	 A reading from the Gospel according to John, the fourth chapter.
Jesus came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground that Jacob had given to his son 
Joseph. Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired out by his journey, was sitting by the well. It was about 
noon.
A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” The woman said 
to him, “Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living water?” Jesus said 
to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, but those who drink of the water that 
I will give them will never be thirsty. The water that I will give will become in them a spring of water 
gushing up to eternal life.” The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I may never be 
thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw water.”
Leader:	 The Word of God for the people of God. 
People:	 Thanks be to God.
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Responding
*Song of Response	 	 Craven, Celene Welch, 1992
“When like the woman at the well”	 Edith Sinclair Downing, 1992

Joys and Concerns	 	 Rev. Becky
Communion	 Rev. Becky

The Lord’s Prayer	 	 Rev. Becky

	 All:	 Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
		  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven.  
			  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  
		  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,  
		  for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

Communion Hymn	 Adoramus Te Christe, Marty Haugen, 1984 
“Adoramus te Christe” 		  Antiphon from Good Friday Liturgy

� � 43
Canon Refrain

1.

� � � �
A - do - ra - mus

� � �
te Chri - ste,

2.

� � � �
a - do - ra - mus

� � �
te Chri - ste,

� � ��3.� � � �
a - do - ra - mus

� � �
te Chri - ste,

� � � �
a - do - ra - mus

� � �
Chri - ste.

� �
Verses � �

1. A - do -

� �
ra - mus

� �
te Chri -

��
ste,

� � �
et be - ne -

� � �� �� �
di - ci -mus

� � �
ti -

��
bi,

� � �
2. Qui - a per

� �
san-ctam

� � � � �
Cru - cem

� �
tu - am

� �
re - de -

� �
mi - sti

� � �
mun -

��
dum.

Text: Antiphon from Good Friday Liturgy; We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you, because by your holy cross you have redeemed the world.
Tune: Marty Haugen, b.1950, © 1984, GIA Publications, Inc.

Adoramus Te Christe   
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The Offertory / Mission Moment	
We put our collective offering of our time, talent, and treasure to God here as a response to our experience in 

worship this morning. As is our practice, each week, we will give to a different mission working to bring justice, 
equity, and peace to the world. Please give generously in gratitude for our shared worship. 

Any amount significant to you is significant to us. Thank you.
To give online, please scan this QR code:

Mission Invitation                             	     Rev. Becky
Cash and designated gifts today go to the Gladden Community House.  Gladden is a settlement 
house located in the heart of Franklinton on the near west side of Columbus. The Gladden mission is 
to strengthen the wellbeing of Franklinton’s children, families and community, and to build a thriving, 
equitable neighborhood in Franklinton and beyond.  Gladden House was launched by First Church 
abolitionist pastor Washington Gladden in 1905. Today Gladden serves 15,000 people annually, 
through programs including Homelessness Prevention, After School programs, a thriving Senior 
Citizen program, and County Family Services, From their own kitchen, the Community House serves 
over 24,000 meals each year to children in Gladden programs. Thank you for considering giving to 
Gladden.

Offertory Music	 	 Joshua Stafford

*Benediction	 	 Rev. Becky

*Closing Hymn	                                        Marty Haugen, 1985
“Lead us from death to life” 		  Satish Kumar, 1981	
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Thank you for attending worship this morning. We hope that you have found peace and grace here  
and invite you to return often. If you would like more information or have any questions about First Church,  

please ask anyone wearing a name tag. We would be delighted to assist you.

† Permissions and Copyrights 
The following are printed and/or livestreamed under permission of OneLicense #A-717661.  All 
rights reserved.
“Let us build a house (All are welcome)”.”  Words and music:  Marty Haugen. © 1994 GIA Publications, 
Inc.  All rights reserved.
“When like the woman at the well”  Words: Edith Sinclair Downing, 1992.  © 1998 Selah Publishing 
Company, Inc.  All rights reserved.  Music:  Celene Welch, 1992. © 1992 Hope Publishing Company. 
All rights reserved.  
“Adoramus te Christe”  Music: Marty Haugen, 1984.  © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights 	
reserved.
“Lead us from death to life.”   Marty Haugen, 1985.  © 1985 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights 	
reserved.

Leadership in Today’s liturgy
The Rev. Becky David, preacher

	 		  Leslie Fulford, worship leaders
Joshua Stafford, pianist

Geoffrey Dean, livestream ministry
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March 8, 2026

This Week at First Church
Sunday, March 8
9 a.m.	 Worship Service and 
		  Holy Communion (Parish Hall)
10 a.m.	 Sunday School Classes
		  (Various Classrooms)
		  Adult Bible Study (Classroom C)
		  Mission Trip/Summer Camp Info
		  (Classroom D)
11 a.m.	 Worship Service (Sanctuary)
12:15 p.m.	 Coffee Hour (Parish Hall)
		  Mission Trip/Summer Camp Info
		  (Classroom D)
12:30 p.m.	 Congregational Conversation 
		  (Parish Hall)
		  Confirmation Class (Classroom C)

Monday, March 9
12 Noon	 Card Care Ministry (Fanning Rm)
6 p.m.	 First Church Campanelle Practice 
		  (Bell Rm)
7 p.m.	 Trustees Mtg (Classroom C & Zoom)

Tuesday, March 10
9 a.m.	 Good Samaritan Distribution Day
		  (Suzuki Rm)
10 a.m.	 Lenten Small Group (Susie Loik’s Home)
12 Noon	 Lunch Bunch (George’s Linworth Diner)
5:30 p.m.	 Budget & Finance Mtg 
		  (Classroom C & Zoom)
6 p.m.	 Lenten Small Grorup 
		  (Hank & Martha Wilson’s Home)
		  Music Committee Mtg (Parlor)
7 p.m.	 Executive Committee Mtg 
		  (Classroom C & Zoom)

Wednesday, March 11
7:30 a.m.	 Wonderfully Made: LGBTQ+ Devotional
		  (Zoom)

Thursday, March 12 
1 p.m.	 Lenten Small Group (Parish Family Rm)
6 p.m.	 First Church Ringers Rehearsal (Bell Rm)
7:15 p.m.	 First Church Choir Rehearsal (Choir Rm)

Friday, March 13 
10 a.m.	 Full Circle Connections (Parlor)
		  Lenten Small Group (Ohio Living 
		  Westminister-Thurber)

Sunday, March 15
9 a.m.	 Worship Service and 
		  Holy Communion (Parish Hall)
10 a.m.	 Sunday School Classes
		  (Various Classrooms)
		  Adult Bible Study (Classroom C)
11 a.m.	 Worship Service (Sanctuary)
12:15 p.m.	 Coffee Hour & Sales (Parish Hall)
		  Lenten Small Group (Parlor)
4 p.m.	 Choral Evensong (Sanctuary)

Lenten Small Group
Today at 12:15 in the Parlor

Andrew Welsh-Huggins will lead a Lenten Small Group 
in the Adult Library on the book How to Know a Person.

Adult Bible Study
Today at 10 a.m. in Classroom C

The Rev. Dr. Nancy Livingston's series "For Such a Time 
as This - Journey through the Book of Esther" ends with 
this class.
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First Church Reads:
2026 Lenten Reflection
How to Know a Person

First Church Reads: 2026 Lenten Reflection features 
a church-wide read and small-group conversations 
centering on How to Know a Person: The Art of Seeing 
Others and Being Deeply Seen by New York Times 
columnist David Brooks. Please attend as you are able.

Andrew Welsh-Huggins on Sundays (3/15, 3/29) at 
12:30 p.m. in the Adult Library at First Church. 

Rev. jess young chang on Wednesdays (3/11, 3/18, 3/25, 
4/1, 4/8) at 7:30 a.m. on Zoom. Please email Rev. jess for 
the zoom link.

Antoinette Koolemans-Beyen and Becky Taft on Fridays 
(3/13, 3/20, 3/27) at 10 a.m. at Westminster Thurber in 
the Goodale Landing 8th floor Community Room.

Susie Loik on Tuesdays (3/10, 3/24, 4/7) at 10 a.m. in 
her home.

Martha & Hank Wilson on Tuesdays (3/10, 3/24, 3/31) 
at 6:30 p.m. in their home.

Jackie Dean on Thursdays (3/12, 3/26, 4/9) at 1 p.m. in 
the Parish Family Room at First Church.

Wonderfully Made:
A Lenten Devotion for the 

First Church LGBTQIA Community
Wednesdays at 7:30 a.m on Zoom

Join your fellow queer and trans* besties this Lent for a 
season of contemplation, reflection, and introspection. 
This weekly devotional affinity group is open to all who 
identify as gay, lesbian, bisexual, queer, trans, intersex, 
ace, genderfluid, gender non-conforming, or a little of 
each! 

Come in your jammies or your best workwear, come 
from your couch or your desk, come once or come every 
week, just come! Please email Rev. jess for the Zoom link.

Mission Trip / Summer Camp Info
Today in Classroom D 
10 a.m. and 12:15 p.m.

Youth and adults are invited to learn about this summer’s 
youth mission trip to Washington, DC as well as the 
many programs and camps offered this summer through 
the Heartland Conference and other faith-based groups. 
Stop by for coffee and info!

The youth will be engaged with the Washington, DC 
Youth Service Opportunities Project. Information on 
that project is available at www.ysop.org/programs. 
Summer camp opportunity information is available 
at https://heartlanducc.org/storycontinues/. Funds 
are available to offset the cost of the youth programs. 
Contact Leslie Fulford at lfulford@first-church.org for 
more information.

First Church Congregational 
Conversation in Parish Hall

Today at 12:30 p.m.
As discussed during the congregational annual meeting 
on February 8, a search committee is being formed to 
engage in the process of calling a new settled Senior 
Minister. A key element of preparing for the search and 
call process is establishing a clear understanding of the 
congregation’s expectations for our new Senior Minister. 

To support development of these expectations, the 
transition team prepared a “Pastoral Expectations 
Survey” that was distributed to the congregation through 
email.  The survey process culminates today with a 
congregational conversation and lunch.

http://www.ysop.org/programs
https://heartlanducc.org/storycontinues/
mailto:lfulford%40first-church.org%20?subject=
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Lunch Bunch
At George's Linworth Diner

March 10 at 12 p.m.
Church Vitality is inviting you to join others from First 
Church at George’s Linworth Diner. Owner George came 
to the United States from Albania and worked his way up 
from busboy to line cook at the historic Tommy’s Diner. 
Under Tommy’s guidance, George learned to cook with 
inspiration and take care of and care for his customers. He 
now owns two diners, cooking with fresh ingredients that 
makes great comfort food.

Registration is now open in Realm so 
reserve your spot for a fun lunch time 
at George's!

Spring Cleanup Day
Church Grounds

March 21 at 9 a.m.
House and Grounds is organizing a Spring Cleanup. 
Everyone is encouraged to bring their garden tools and 
help clean up the church grounds prior to Holy Week. 

If you can help please talk to Fran Panek or email her at 
franpan2000@yahoo.com to let her know.

Visitation Ministry Training
April 19 at 12:30 p.m.

Congregational Care means taking care of our church 
community, and it depends on YOU!  Would you like 
to  join the team that shows others you care? Visitation 
Ministry is a wonderful way to connect with other members 
and friends of First Church, and share Christ’s  love 
and care with one another. Join Rev.  jess and members 
of the Congregational Care Ministries Leadership 
team  for  a  fun  and required  training  exploring  what 
Visitation Ministry is and how to join!  

More information will be made available soon.

A Women's Retreat
April 18 at 9 a.m.

Save the date for this Women's Retreat to be led by 
Jackie Dean. It will be held at the Westminster-Thurber 
Heritage Pointe Party Room. More information and 
registration will be available soon.

Dinner Out
At the Bexley Rusty Bucket

March 25 at 6 p.m.
First Church is going to the Rusty Bucket in Bexley on 
E. Main St. Come join our fellow members for a relaxing 
dinner out. Have their daily special which will be their 
Indiana Pork Tenderloin sandwich or pick from their 
very full menu. The Rusty Bucket is a casual American 
restaurant and tavern where people come to share laughter, 
smiles, and great conversation over food that makes 
everyone happy.

Registration is now open in Realm so 
reserve your spot for at the Rusty Bucket.

Adult Bible Study
Beginning March 15

10 am. in Classroom C
Rev. Margot Connor and Rev. Larry Miller will begin a 
new series on the Psalms. They will follow the lectionary, 
and introduce classical means of interpreting psalms, 
psalm categories and types, and then look at the meaning 
of the individual psalm of the day. This series will run till 
Sunday, May 10.

Many psalms are laments, some glorify the king, 
many glorify Israel and the Temple, etc. They express 
repentance, forgiveness, hope, and expand on God's 
intimate relationship with us. Happenings are a part of 
every life, making the Psalms universally relevant. 

Everyone is welcome to join in this study.

mailto:franpan2000%40yahoo.com?subject=
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Keep in Prayer
Members Jane Weddle; Al Waddell; Jane Ward; James Velo; Grace Glaros and family; Beverly Halbe; Francille 
Firebaugh; Nancy Burba; John Carter; Clinton Brown; Dan Axt.

Family and friends Dakota Saunders’ friend, Trisha; Susie Loik’s daughter, Kelly and son, Laeric; Vicki Lyden's 
daughter, Hilary; LJ Cooks’ sister, Gretchen Weller-Cooks’ sister-in-law, and Alexi and Saturn Cooks’ aunt, La Vonia 
Dowdell; Janice Taft’s cousin, Teri Williams; Shelly Gies’ father, Robert Simms and brother, Mike Simms; Kevin 
Salem’s uncle, Harold Allen; Wendy and Robert Reber’s life-long friend, David Roberts and family; Geoffrey Dean’s 
aunt, Vivian Heaney; Jason Harrell’s mother, Sherry Harrell; Tom Kiesel’s friend, Carrie; Matt Myers’ sister, Erin 
Myers; and Diana and Bob Kutschbach’s cousin, Carson Samples.

Those who mourn Victor John and his sister Amanda Young on the death of their father, Charles John; Amy Wagner 
and her cousin, Brooke Chute and family, on the death of Brooke’s husband, Brian Chute; Kelley Dean’s brother and 
sister-in-law, Jen and Mike Weaver on the death of Jen’s mother, Kathy Cassaletta.

We keep Stephen Ministers in prayer as they care for our church members.

In the Ecumenical Prayer Cycle, we pray for the people and churches in Ireland, and the United Kingdom including 
England, Northern Ireland, Scotland, and Wales. We also pray for our UCC partner in mission, the Latin American 
Biblical University in Costa Rica.

Justice & Mercy Missions
Upcoming missions will be:                      

March  8 - Gladden Food Pantry	 March 15 - BREAD	 March 22 - The Largest Table
March 29 - Good Samaritan Fund	 April 5 - UCC Ohio Great Hour of Sharing

Experience Holy Week and Easter at First Church

March 29 | 9 a.m. & 11 a.m. | Palm Sunday
Parish Hall and the Sanctuary 

April 2 | 7 p.m. | Maundy Thursday
Liturgy of the Lord's Supper in the Sanctuary

April 3 | 7 p.m. �| Good Friday
Tenebrae Service in the Sanctuary

April 4 | 7 p.m. | Saturday
Easter Vigil in the Sanctuary

April 5 | Easter Sunday
7 a.m. | Sunrise Service in The Washington Gladden 
Social Justice Park
10 a.m. |  Easter Egg Hunt with Donut Hour in the 
Playground area and Education Wing
11 a.m. | Easter Worship in the Sanctuary
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Interim Senior Minister: Rev. Becky David, M.Div.
Interim Associate Minister: Rev. jessica young chang, M.Div.
Minister of Music: Joshua Stafford, M.M.
Interim Director of Faith Formation: Leslie Fulford
Administrative Manager: Amy Wagner
Communications Manager: Melissa Kulwicki 
Office Assistant: Pat Patterson
Business Administrator: Annette McCormick
Building and Grounds Superintendent: Kevin Salem
Custodians: Alexis Wayne, Bill McCabe, Bob O’Brien
Handbell Director: Jennifer Fry 
Wedding Coordinators: Amy Wagner, Shelly Gies, Margaret 
Cipriani, Denise Vogt
Nursery Staff: Miranda Brooks, Shelly Gies, Celecia Smith
Commissioned Minister for Social Justice: Tom Brownfield
Commissioned Minister for Spiritual Formation and Direction: 
Jacquelyn Dean
Stephen Leader and Stephen Ministry Training Coordinator: 
Wendy Kennedy 
Stephen Leader and Stephen Ministry Referrals Coordinator: 
Susie Loik
Stephen Leader and Stephen Ministry Communications, Media 
and IT Coordinator: Annette McCormick
Senior Deacon: Dayna McCrary
Deacons: Fubara Braide, Stella Braide, Camilla Curren, Sandra 
Geronimo, Jason Harrell, Brian Kemp, Allison Lowery, Barbara 
Mason, Fran Panek, Gary Seigerst, Thomason Smith, Martha 
Worth
Transition Team: Jacquelyn Dean and Nancy Loy, co-chairpersons, 
Todd Cunningham, Rev. Becky David, Gregory Halbe, Susie Loik, 
Allison Lowery, Pavan Peter, Sarah Reed, Joshua Stafford

Board of Trustees

Chairperson: Frank Cook
Trustees: Matthew Bendick, David Hogrefe, Victor John, Melody 
Leidheiser (Secretary), Janet Miller, Sarah Reed,  Hugh Schultz, 
Charlie Weaver
Church Council Leadership

Moderator: Sarah Reed
Moderator-elect: 
Treasurer: Ramona Moenter
Treasurer-elect: 
Secretary: Amanda Butler
Secretary-elect: 
Nominating Chair: Gregory Halbe
Commissioners

Church Stewardship and Church Growth: Stephen Sterrett
Church Stewardship and Church Growth-elect: Kathy Reed
Church Vitality: Antoinette Koolemans-Beynen
Church Vitality-elect: 
Communications and Technology Commission: Mike Kennedy
Communications and Technology Commission-elect: Nathaniel 
Powell
Faith Formation Commission: Mariner Taft
Faith Formation Commission-elect: 
House & Grounds: Eric Klintworth
House & Grounds-elect: Fran Panek
Justice & Mercy: James Lowe
Justice & Mercy-elect: 
Music, Arts & Heritage: Jim Griffin
Music, Arts & Heritage-elect: Cheryl Hoskinson
Member-at-Large: Martha Wilson
Personnel: Neal Brower
Personnel-elect: Chris Brooks
Youth Member-at-Large: 

Church Leadership

 

First Church is a Faith Community 
† Called together by God, the Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer of life, to worship, pray and serve;
† Led by Jesus Christ, our Teacher and Savior, to learn the faith and welcome all God’s children;
† Empowered by the Holy Spirit to witness God’s love and justice between ourselves, and throughout the world.

We covenant with the Lord Jesus Christ and one another, and bind ourselves in the presence of God to live together in all 
God’s ways as revealed to us by the Holy Spirit and holy scripture. The church acknowledges that all members have the 
right of individual interpretation of the principles of the Christian faith and respects them in their honest convictions. 
In accordance with the teaching of our Lord, the church recognizes two sacraments: Baptism and Holy Communion.

Open and Affirming Statement
We, the members of First Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, Columbus, Ohio, welcome and affirm all. 
We believe we are all created in God’s image and called to love our neighbors as Jesus loves us. We believe we are many 
members, but one body in Christ, called to unite all people in God’s love. We are a community seeking God’s presence 
and love in our lives. We seek to unite persons of all ages, races, nationalities, ethnicities, sexual orientations, sexes, gender 
identities and expressions, family structures, mental, intellectual and physical conditions, economic circumstances, 
political, theological and faith backgrounds. Together in our diversity, and being empowered and directed by the Holy 
Spirit, we will “do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with our God.” (Micah 6:8) 

—Adopted September 8, 2002 by the congregation
Revisions adopted January 27, 2019 by the congregation

First Congregational Church, United Church of Christ
444 E Broad Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215 | 614-228-1741

www.firstchurcharts.org | home@first-church.org


