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Memorial Service for 
R. Allan “Al” Waddell

Prelude 		   
Elegy							       George Thalben-Ball, ca. 1933
Sheep May Safely Graze					     J.S. Bach, 1713 
Rhosymedre						      Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1920 
Amazing Grace					     George Shearing, 1977
There is a Happy Land					     George Shearing, 1977
Nimrod from Enigma Variations 				    Edward Elgar, 1899

The People stand to sing the hymn.

Processional Hymn		  Hyfrydol, Rowland Hugh Prichard, 1831, alt. 
“Love divine, all loves excelling”	 Charles Wesley, 1747, alt.
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The People remain standing. 
Opening Sentences     					     The Rev. Becky David

Leader:	 I am the Resurrection and the Life.
People:	 All who believe in me, though they die, yet shall they live
Leader:	 And whoever lives and believes in me shall never die.
People:	 As for me, I know that my Redeemer lives
Leader:	 Gracious is our God and full of compassion.
People:	 I will walk I the presence of God in the land of the living.

The People are seated.

Anthem			   Gottfried Heinrich Stölzel, 1718, arr. J.S. Bach,  
“Bist du bei mir”		  Elizabeth McConnaughey, soloist

Bist du bei mir, geh ich mit Freuden
Zum Sterben und zu meiner Ruh.
Ach, wie vergnügt wär so mein Ende,
Es drückten deine schönen Hände
Mir die getreuen Augen zu.

Be thou with me and I’ll go gladly
To death and on to my repose.
Ah, how my end would bring contentment,
If, pressing with thy hands so lovely,
Thou wouldst my faithful eyes then close.
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Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Invocation	 Rev. David
Leader:	 God of All,
	 You formed us in our mother’s womb and brought us to know life and love here on earth.
	 The hairs on our heads are all numbered, and you know their count,
	 each part of our living is in the embrace of your care.  
	 And so, dear God, you know the sorrow in our hearts as we gather in this place,               
	 brought together by Al’s death.
	 You know also, dear God, how grateful we are for the days that we have shared.
People:	 Enfold us now into your tenderness, 
	 That in this time together, 
	 we might find healing and comfort, and offer you our praise.
	 In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen.

The Old Testament Lesson 	       	 Isaiah 40:28–31      	 The Rev. jessica young chang
Have you not known? Have you not heard?
The Lord is the everlasting God,
    the Creator of the ends of the earth.
He does not faint or grow weary;
    his understanding is unsearchable.
He gives power to the faint
    and strengthens the powerless.
Even youths will faint and be weary,
    and the young will fall exhausted,
but those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength;
    they shall mount up with wings like eagles;
they shall run and not be weary;
    they shall walk and not faint. 
Leader:	 The Word of God for the people of God.
People:	 Thanks be to God.
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The Choir chants the Psalm.

The Psalter				   Psalm 121		  Chant by Henry Walford Davies

I lift up my eyes to the hills; 
	 from where is my help to come?
My help comes from the Lord, 
	 the maker of heaven and earth.
He will not let your foot be moved 
	 and he who watches over you will not fall asleep.
Behold, he who keeps watch over Israel 
	 shall neither slumber nor sleep;
The Lord himself watches over you; 
	 the Lord is your shade at your right hand,
So that the sun shall not strike you by day, 
	 nor the moon by night.
The Lord shall preserve you from all evil; 
	 it is he who shall keep you safe.
The Lord shall watch over your going out and your coming in, 
	 from this time forth for evermore.

The New Testament Lesson 		 II Corinthians 4:7–11 		 Rev. young chang

But we have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made clear that this extraordinary power 
belongs to God and does not come from us. We are afflicted in every way but not crushed, perplexed 
but not driven to despair, persecuted but not forsaken, struck down but not destroyed, always carrying 
around in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be made visible in our bodies. 
For we who are living are always being handed over to death for Jesus’s sake, so that the life of Jesus 
may also be made visible in our mortal flesh.
Leader:	 The Word of God for the people of God.
People:	 Thanks be to God.

The People stand and sing the hymn.
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Hymn						     Assurance, Phoebe Knapp, 1873 
“Blessed assurance”				    Fanny Crosby, 1873

The People remain standing for the Gospel.
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The Gospel				   Matthew 11:28–30	 Rev. David
Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my 
yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for 
your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.
Leader:	 The Word of God for the people of God.
People:	 Thanks be to God.           

The People are seated.

The Sermon	 Rev. David

Anthem	 Johannes Brahms, A German Requiem, 1868 
“How lovely is thy dwelling place”	 Psalm 84

How lovely is thy dwelling place, O Lord of hosts!
For my soul, it longeth, yea fainteth for the courts of the Lord.
My soul and body crieth out, yea for the living God.
O blest are they that dwell in thy house:
they praise thy name evermore.

The Prayers			  Rev. young chang
Leader:	 God of all mercies and all comfort, in tender love and compassion, embrace your sorrowing 

servants. Be their refuge and strength, an ever present help in trouble. Show them again 
the love of Christ that passes all human understanding; for by death Christ has conquered 
death, and by rising Christ has opened to all of us the gates of everlasting life.

	 O God, whose days are without end and whose mercies cannot be counted, awaken us to 
the shortness and uncertainty of human life. By your Holy Spirit, lead us in faithfulness 
all our days. When we have served you in our generation, may we be gathered with those 
who have gone before, having the testimony of a good conscience, and in the communion 
of your holy church, in the confidence of a certain faith, in the comfort of a saving hope, 
in favor with you, our God, and at perfect peace with the world; through Jesus Christ our 
Redeemer. 

People:	 Amen.
Leader:	 As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,
People:	 Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,  
for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.
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The Commendation					     Rev. David
Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servant Al Waddell. Acknowledge we humbly 
pray, a sheep of your own fold, a lamb of your own flock, and a son of your own redeeming. Receive 
him into your mercy, into the blessed rest of everlasting peace, and into the company of the saints in 
light. Amen.	

Canticle: Nunc Dimittis		  Evening Service in F, Harold Friedell, 1958
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word; For mine eyes have seen thy 
salvation, which thou hast prepared before the face of all people, to be a light to lighten the Gentiles, 
and to be the glory of thy people Israel. Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

The People stand for the Benediction.
The Benediction					     Rev. David

The grace of God, deeper than our imagination, the strength of Christ, stronger than our need, and 
the communion of the Holy Spirit, richer than our togetherness, guide and sustain us today and in all 
our tomorrows. Amen.

The People remain standing and sing the hymn.
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Closing Hymn				    Hymn to Joy, Ludwig van Beethoven, 1824 
“Joyful, joyful, we adore thee”			   Henry van Dyke, 1907, alt.

Postlude 
Final from Symphony No. 1					    Louis Vierne, 1899

It is the custom of First Church to remain seated for the postlude. 
A reception will follow from 2–4 p.m. at the Garden Manor,  

108 North 20th Street, Columbus, Ohio
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Leadership in Today’s Liturgy
The Rev. Becky David, Officiant & Preacher

The Rev. jessica young chang, Liturgist
Joshua A. Stafford, Organist and Conductor

The First Church Choir 
Elizabeth McConnaughey, Soloist

Jason Harrell, Verger
James Griffin, Crucifer 

Neal Brower & Stefan Duga, Torchbearers
Geoffrey Dean, Livestream Ministry 
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R. Allan “Al” Waddell
R. Allan “Al” Waddell, age 69, passed peacefully on March 23, 2026 after a courageous battle with cancer.
Al was born in Geneva, New York on April 4, 1956 to Arvil E. and Emma Jean Waddell. He moved to Columbus 
as a boy and graduated from Westland High School. He completed his associate’s degree at Cedarville College 
and then obtained his real estate license.
Al was a wonderful and outgoing person, gregarious by nature and one who truly never met a stranger. 
His warmth and enthusiasm for life drew people to him wherever he went. Guided by a strong sense of 
faith, he was deeply involved in both his church and the community he loved. He was a member of First 
Congregational Church, the Association of Realtors, Past President of Old Towne East Association, Near East 
Area Commission, Columbus Landmarks, Green Lawn Abbey, and served as former Treasurer of the Opera 
Project Columbus.
He was preceded in death by his parents, Arvil E. Waddell and Emma Jean Waddell. He is survived by his 
husband of 36 years, Allen Baker; step-mother, Barbara Waddell; brother, Harvey (Deila) Waddell; a niece, 
nephews, and half -sister, Stephanie Tilley; along with his many dear friends.
In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions can be made to the Green Lawn Abbey, Opera Project Columbus, 
or First Congregational Church in his memory.



Welcome Statement
You are welcomed, affirmed, and loved here; our faith informs us that you are a child of a loving God. Your characteristics 
and gifts will enrich our congregation. In this community, you will be celebrated, embraced, and honored, no matter 
how you identify or how your identity may evolve. Wherever you are on your faith journey, we invite you to join us in 
our diverse yet united experience. 

Open and Affirming Statement
We, the members of First Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, Columbus, Ohio, welcome and affirm 
all. We believe we are all created in God’s image and called to love our neighbors as Jesus loves us. We believe we 
are many members, but one body in Christ, called to unite all people in God’s love. We are a community seeking 
God’s presence and love in our lives. We seek to unite persons of all ages, races, nationalities, ethnicities, sexual 
orientations, sexes, gender identities and expressions, family structures, mental, intellectual and physical conditions, 
economic circumstances, political, theological and faith backgrounds. Together in our diversity, and being empowered 
and directed by the Holy Spirit, we will “do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with our God.” (Micah 
6:8) 	

—Adopted September 8, 2002 by the congregation
Revisions adopted January 27, 2019 by the congregation

First Church is a Faith Community 
† Called together by God, the Creator and Sustainer of life, to worship, pray and serve;

† Led by Jesus Christ, our Teacher and Savior, to learn the faith and welcome all God’s children;

† Empowered by the Holy Spirit to witness to God’s love and justice between ourselves, and throughout the world.

First Congregational Church, United Church of Christ
444 E Broad Street, Columbus, Ohio, 43215

614-228-1741
www.first-church.org | home@first-church.org


