FirsT CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH WORsHIP AT ELEVEN
MaAY 10, 2026

UnN1TeEp CHURCH OF CHRIST SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

WELCOME TO FIRST CHURCH!
You are welcomed, affirmed, and loved here; our faith informs us that you are a child of a loving God.

Your characteristics and gifts will enrich our congregation. In this community, you will be celebrated,
embraced, and honored, no matter how you identify or how your identity may evolve.

Wherever you are on your faith journey, we invite you to join us in our diverse yet united experience.

Please use this time for quiet preparation for worship.

VOLUNTARY
Priére a Notre-Dame from Suite gothique, Op. 25 Léon Boéllman, 1895
ENTER TO WORSHIP (adapted from St. Augustine) Marti Van Cleef

Leader:  Framer of the Universe, let us invoke Your sacred name,
People: And show us worthy to be heard by You. Through Your love, set us free.

Please stand as you are able. (* indicates congregation standing)

*Leader:  Holy One, Source of truth, Beloved Parent of blessedness,
Speaker of Light and Darkness,
People: 'We ask You to dwell among us, let us bear witness to Your glory and Your love.
Leader;  Have Your way in our worship this morning, in our hearts, in our lives;
People: Open the eyes of our hearts, so we see You in all things.
Leader:  Receive us like the Loved One who holds us close,
People: 'Who never forgets us, who welcomes us home, again and again. Amen



*PrROCESSIONAL Hymn
“Immortal, invisible, God only wise”

St. Denio, Welsh folk melody
Walter Chalmers Smith, 1867, alt.

*INnvocatioN (lona Community)
Leader:

I

Let us turn our hearts together toward our Creator,

We affirm that we are made in God’s image,

Befriended by Christ, empowered by the Spirit.

With the whole church:
People:
Leader:  With people everywhere:
People:

We affirm God’s goodness at the heart of humanity,

Planted more deeply than all that is wrong.
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1 Im - mor-tal, in - vis - i - ble God on - ly wise,
2 Un - rest -ing, un - hast-ing, and si - lent as light,
3 To all, life thou giv - est, to both great and small
4 Thou reign - est in glo - ry; thou dwell-est in light.
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Rev. Becky David



Leader: With all creation:
People: We celebrate the miracle and wonder of life,
The unfolding purposes of God,

Forever at work in ourselves and the world.
* (JLORIA The Sewanee Service, Malcolm Archer, 2010

*WELCOME AND PASSING OF THE PEACE Rev. jessica young chang
Leader:  'The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People: And also with you.
Leader:  Let us greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.

*When you return to your seat, please find the blue Welcome notebook at the end of the pew,

sign it and pass it on to your neighbor so we many greet one another by name.
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INTRODUCTION OF THE 2026 SCHUMACHER AWARD RECIPIENTS Kathy Reed
Emilyn Kanet, Paige Harper, Emily McCleery, Adeline (Addy) Zak, and Nina Zerkle

ANTHEM Everett Titcomb, 1934
“I will not leave you comfortless” John 14:18

I will not leave you comfortless, I will come to you yet again: Alleluia.

And your heart shall be joyful. Alleluia.

THE FIRsT SCRIPTURE READING 1 Peter 3:13-22 Ms. Van Cleef
Leader: A reading from the First Letter of Peter, the third chapter.

Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? But even if you do suffer for doing what
is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be intimidated, but in your hearts
sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who demands from you an
accounting for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and reverence. Keep your conscience
clear, so that, when you are maligned, those who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ may be
put to shame. For it is better to suffer for doing good, if suffering should be God's will, than to suffer
for doing evil. For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order
to bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, in which also he
went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, who in former times did not obey, when God
waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight
persons, were saved through water. And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as a
removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection
of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities,
and powers made subject to him.

Leader:  The Word of God for the people of God.
People: Thanks be to God.

THE PSALTER Psalm 66:7—-18

The Choir introduces the Antiphon, after which the People join in singing the Antiphon,
repeating as indicated after the Choir chants the verses.
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God holds our souls in life.
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Bless our God, you peoples;

make the voice of his praise to be heard;
Who holds our souls in life,

and will not allow our feet to slip.
For you, O God, have proved us;

you have tried us just as silver is tried.
You brought us into the snare;

you laid heavy burdens upon our backs.
You let enemies ride over our heads;
we went through fire and water;

but you brought us out into a place of refreshment.

Antiphon
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I will enter your house with burnt-offerings
and will pay you my vows,
which I promised with my lips

and spoke with my mouth when I was in trouble.

[ will offer you sacrifices of fat beasts
with the smoke of rams;
I will give you oxen and goats.
Come and listen, all you who fear God,
and [ will tell you what he has done for me.
[ called out to him with my mouth,
and his praise was on my tongue.
If I had found evil in my heart,
the Lord would not have heard me;
But in truth God has heard me;
he has attended to the voice of my prayer.
Blessed be God, who has not rejected my prayer,
nor withheld his love from me.

Antiphon
*(GOSPEL ACCLAMATION John 14:23
The Choir introduces the Alleluia, which is then repeated by the Congregation.
Following the verse, all repeat the Alleluia.
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Verse: Whoever loves me will keep my word, says the Lord,

and my Father will love him and we will come to him.



*THE GOSPEL John 14:15-21 Rev. young chang

Leader: A reading from the Gospel according to John, the fourteenth chapter.
(from 7he Inclusive Bible)

“If you love me

and obey the command I give you,

I will ask the One who sent me

to give you another Paraclete, another Helper
to be with you always—

the Spirit of truth,

whom the world cannot accept

since the world neither sees her nor recognizes her;
but you can recognize the Spirit

because She remains with you

and will be within you.

I won’t leave you orphaned;

I will come back to you.

A little while now and the world will see me no more;
but you'll see me;

because I live,

and you will live as well.

On that day you'll know

that I am in God,

and you are in me,

and [ am in you.

Those who obey the commandments

are the ones who love me,

and those who love me

will be loved by Abba God.

I, too, will love them

and will reveal myself to them.”

Leader:  The Word of God for the people of God.

People: Thanks be to God.
SERMON Rev. young chang
PAsTORAL PRAYER Rev. David

Tue LorD’s PRAYER

All: Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.



*Hymn Down Ampney, Ralph Vaughan Williams,1906

“Come down, O Love divine” Bianco da Siena, c. 1367; tr. RiThard Frederick Littledale, 1867, alt.
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1 Come down, O Love Di - vine; seek out this soul of mine,
20 let it free - ly burn, till earth-ly pas - sions turn
3 And so the yearn-ing strong, with which the soul will long,
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and kin-dle it your ho -ly flame be - stow - ing.
and clothe me round, the while my path i - lum - ing.
where-in  the Ho - ly Spir - it makes a dwell - ing.
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THE OFFERTORY

10 give online, please scan this QR code, or see additional instructions in the Depart to Serve leaflet:

MissioN INVITATION Matt Stevens

Cash and dedicated gifts today support Church World Service (CWS), a faith-based organization
that is a strong global partner of the United Church of Christ. For over 30 years, CWS has also
worked closely with us here at First Church, where they've supported programs like Bethlehem On
Broad Street and our Unsheltered Ministry. And when disaster strikes anywhere, CWS emergency
programs gear up and step in to ensure that our most vulnerable neighbors receive the support
they need for rebuilding their lives. Often this support comes in the form of CWS disaster kits and
supplies. These ready-to-use tools help people prepare for catastrophes in advance, and give them the
materials needed to clean up in the aftermath of a disaster. For example, last year CWS distributed
71,760 hygiene kits and 17,317 blankets. Stocks of these and other necessities are now unusually
low, so CWS needs an injection of funding and the efforts of local volunteers to replenish the
supplies and assemble new kits. Thank you for your generosity.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM Philip Wilby, 1992
“If ye love me” John 14:15-18

If ye love me, keep my commandments, and I will pray the Father,

and he shall give you another comforter, that he may abide with you for ever,
even the Spirit of truth.

And ye know him, for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.

[ will not leave you comfortless. I will come to you.

*PRESENTATION HYMN Lasst uns erfreuen
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Praise God, from whom all bless-ings flow; Praise Christ, all crea-tures here be-low; Al-le-

() 4 ! ] | | ; :
A i ——— i = Fo——F——+—1—+— = |
[ O an YA = () | | I = () | || | = O | |
\.j/ | I ] = I ] ﬁ—‘—q ® I 1
lu - ia, al-le - lu - ial Praise Ho-ly Spi-rit ev-er- more; Praise
0 # | | \ : \ :
o #L - | | | | | | | | | | | ]
ﬁi + F | [ [ | I [ | | I I | | |
r J ‘ ‘ O ‘ | | I I :I i |
ANI"4 | I~ [ 1
) N—— hd o N——
Tti - une Godwhom we a - dore. Sing prai -  ses, sing
0 4 ! | .
I | | | | I Il |
Gt » | | ° » | o 2 P i — % |
A4 =i | | | | | | | | v [ | =) I 1 |
ry) & ) T T T " T T A O
prai - ses, Al-le - lu - ia, al-le - lu - ia, al-le - lu - ial
CoMMUNITY NOTICES - DEPART TO SERVE Melissa Kulwicki

Leader:  Let us depart with a heart to serve.

People: Thanks be to God.



*Crosing Hymn Hyfrydol, Rowland Hugh Prichard, 1831, alt.

“Love divine, all loves excelling” Charles Wesley, 1747, alt.
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1 Love di - vine, all loves ex - cel - ling, Joy of heaven, to

2 Breathe, O breathe thy lov - ing Spir - it in - to ev - ery
3 Come, Al - might - y, to de - liv - er; let us all thy

4 Fin - ish then thy new cre-a - tion; pure and spot - less
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pure, un - bound-ed love thou art; vis - it us with
Al - pha and O-me - ga be; end of faith, as
serve thee as thy hosts a - bove, pray, and praise thee
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*BENEDICTION Rev. young chang

VOLUNTARY
Menuet gothique, from Suite gothique, Op. 25 Léon Boéllman, 1895
Please be seated for the postlude.
Thank you for attending worship this morning. We hope that you have found peace and grace here

and invite you to return often. If you would like more information or have any questions about First Church,
please ask one of our pastors or anyone wearing a name tag. We would be delighted to assist you.

T THE FLOWERS THIS MORNING are given to the glory of God and in memory of Richard and Alice Paugh,

in remembrance of their wedding anniversary on May 15, from daughter and son-in-law, Janet and Dan
Axt.

T PLEASE JoIiN Us N ParisH Harr rFor Corree HOUR, hosted by the Gleeful Neighborhood Care Circle,
led by Catherine Hope-Cunningham.

T Thank you to the Schumacher Committee, Camille Bendick, Shelly Gies, Pat Patterson, Kathy Reed,
Jon Sauer, Denise Vogt, Lynn Wallich, Darlene Yeager-Torre, and Amy Wagner, Chairperson, for soliciting
and reviewing the nominations and selecting and presenting this year’s recipients. Funding for the awards is
provided by the Schumacher Foundation and is given in honor of The Rev. Dr. Timothy C. Ahrens.

1T GREETING AT THE EXITS

Rev. young chang — Narthex (Broad Street entrance)
Rev. David — East Door (Ninth Street entrance by the Church Office)
Ms. Kulwicki— West Door (Cleveland Avenue entrance by the Chapel)

T PERMISSIONS AND COPYRIGHTS
The following are printed and/or livestreamed under permission of OneLicense #A-717661. All
rights reserved.

LeaDERsHIP IN TODAY’S LITURGY
The Rev. jessica young chang, preacher
The Rev. Becky David, worship leader
Marti Van Cleef, worship leader
Melissa Kulwicki, worship leader
Neal Brower, crucifer
Jason Harrell and Sebastian Kulwicki, vergers
The First Church Choir
Joshua Staftord, organist and director
Aran Cunningham, livestream ministry

10






This Week at First Church

Sunday, May 10
9 a.m. Worship Service and
Holy Communion (Parish Hall)

10 a.m. Adult Faith Formation
(Classroom C)
11 a.m. Worship Service (Sanctuary)
12:15 p.m.  Coffee Hour (Parish Hall)
Monday, May 11
6 p.m. Reproductive Justice Salon Event
(Parish Hall)
7 p.m. Trustees Mtg (Classroom C & Zoom)
Tuesday, May 12
5:30 p.m. Budget & Finance Mtg
(Classroom C & Zoom)
6:30 p.m. BREAD Nehemiah Action (Celeste Ctr)
7 p.m. Executive Committee Mtg

(Classroom C & Zoom)

May 10, 2026

Wednesday, May 13

12 Noon Lunch Bunch (Chef-O-Nette)

6 p.m. Community Yoga Wednesdays
(Parish Hall)

Thursday, May 14

2 p.m. Congregational Care Ministry Mtg
(Parish Family Rm)

7:15 p.m. First Church Choir Rehearsal (Choir Rm)

Sunday, May 17

9 a.m. Worship Service and
Holy Communion (Parish Hall)

10 a.m. Adult Faith Formation
(Classroom C)

11 a.m. Worship Service (Sanctuary)

12:15 p.m.  Coffee Hour (Parish Hall)

12:30 p.m.  Sacred Conversation (Parish Hall)

4 p.m. Choral Evensong (Sanctuary)

Adult Bible Study
Today at 10 a.m. in Classroom C

Rev. Margot Connor and Rev. Larry Miller continue the
series on the Psalms. Everyone is welcome to join in this
study.

Sacred Earth Thanks You

On April 19th, we had an offering for the Ohio Wildlife Center.
You gave over $1300! We also worked with First Serves for a
collection of paper products. Rolls of paper towels, toilet paper,
and boxes of tissues were given.

Last week a car full of paper products and a check in the amount
of $1371.55 was delievered to the Ohio Wildlife Center. They
were very appreciative and offered us a tour! Stay tuned as we
hope to get a tour on the calendar.

Thank you First Church for your generosity!
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Schumacher Award Winners
Today during 11 a.m. Service

Today we will welcome and acknowledge the five winners of
the 2026 Schumacher Awards. Trustees of First Congregational
administer the will of the late Frederick W. Schumacher.
Under the terms of his will, “young women between the ages
of fifteen and twenty years old who are eminently worthy of
commendation for showing Christian devotion to their mother,
father, sister, or brother” are to be selected for the Schumacher
Award. Mr. Schumacher’s will of 1958 established this award as
a memorial to his mother, Mary Schumacher. They were both
long-time members of The First Congregational Church.

The Schumacher Committee selected our five (5) recipients.
Each will be awarded $5,000 and an engraved medallion. There
is no restriction as to the use of the award.



Holding the Sacred: An Evening of
Spirit & Reproductive Justice
Monday, May 11, at 6:30 p.m.

Parish Hall

In aworld and a time where birthing and reproducing people are
losing rights, access, and safety, the Church has a responsibility
to provide the protection, the love, and the justice of Christ.
This responsibility motivates Rev. jessica young chang to host
Holding the Sacred: An Evening of Spirit & Reproductive
Justice. This salon features an evening of storytelling,
education, and inspiration about how you can live into your
faith and politics in the Reproductive Justice (R]) landscape
here in Central Ohio. You'll learn more about Pastor jess and
their history in this work, and the history and foundation of
Reproductive Justice. You'll also learn about organizations in
Columbus and Central Ohio who work in R], and how we
at First Church can take up the call to love, provide for, and
accompany our siblings in this space.

Tea, water, and light refreshments will be
served. People of all gender expressions are Figh
welcome. This event is free but registration &
is required. Members of First Church can %
register on Realm using the AR Code.

B.R.E.A.D.'s Nehemiah Action
Tuesday, May 12, at 6:15 p.m. in
the Celeste Center

This year, B.R.E.A.D. is fighting for progress on three urgent
campaigns: 1) Rental Registry — ensuring safe, accountable, and
dignified rental housing; 2) Environmental Justice — protecting
the health of our neighborhoods and our tree canopy; 3) Livable
Wage — making sure pathways are provided to livable wage
careers. (Read more information about living wages on page 3.)

Showing up for the Action isn't just symbolic — it is the engine
that drives real change in our community. When we show up in
large numbers, we make it unmistakably clear that justice is not
optional — it is expected.

This Action is at the Celeste Center at 717 E. 17th Avenue on
the Ohio State Fair Grounds. Doors open for registration at 6

p.m. and the program begins at 6:40 p.m. Tickets are available
in the church office. Please join us! BREAD Rises!
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Lunch Bunch
Wednesday, May 13, at 12 Noon
at Chef-O-Nette in Upper Arlington

Our diner of the month is Chef-O-Nette Restaurant in Tremont

Center. This stalwart diner provides traditional homestyle dishes

in an old-fashioned interior. Chef-O-Nette opened in 1955.

With few ownership changes over the last [m]aappr s

70 years, in 2024, the Purdums became the i k

third family to operate the restaurant. i A 3
ot

Please register on Realm for a relaxing

lunchtime by using the QR Code.

Community Yoga Wednesdays
Wednesday, May 13, at 6 p.m.
in Parish Hall

Join your own resident yogi Pastor jess young chang for
Community Yoga. Everyone is welcome to this gentle class,
suitable for all levels of practitioner.

Class is an hour and includes stretching and strengthening
postures, learning breathwork, and practicing mindfulness.
Previous yoga experience is helpful but not necessary!

Please bring your own mat and props. Cost for the class
is donation-based. Class proceeds will benefit a different
community-based organization every month. No one is
turned away for not being able to pay. Please contact Rev.
jess for more information.

Sacred Conversations
Sunday, May 17, at 12:30 p.m.
in Parish Hall

Please join us for a Sacred Conversation about what it
means to be open and affirming at First Congregational
Church. We will meet after the 11 a.m. worship service

and a light lunch will be included.

Our Open and Affirming Statement says, “We believe
we are all created in God’s image and are called to love
our neighbors as Jesus loves us.” What does that mean
and what does it look like? Now is the time to ask these
questions, and do the self-reflective work required.



Keep in Prayer
Congratulations to Samantha Klintworth and Tobias Decker who were married here on Saturday.

Members Charles Wagner; Jane Ward; Grace Glaros and family; Beverly Halbe; Francille Firebaugh; Nancy Burba;
John Carter; Clinton Brown; Dan Axt.

Family and friends Melva Fisher’s brother, James Garrison; Pat Patterson’s sister-in-law, Bonnie Elliott; Amy Wagner's
friend, Nancy Wickline; Jennifer Fry’s friend, Dennis Moore; Kathy Reed's cousin, Barbara Works; Malini Peter’s
friend, Usha Rangarajan; Susan Brooks’ friends, Marti and Ned Timmons; Dayna McCrary’s sister, Rosalind Murray;
Dakota Saunders’ friend, Trisha; Susie Loik’s daughter, Kelly and son, Laeric; Janice Taft’s cousin, Teri Williams; Shelly
Gies’ father, Robert Simms and brother, Mike Simms; Kevin Salem’s uncle, Harold Allen; Wendy and Robert Reber’s
life-long friend, David Roberts and family; Jason Harrell’s mother, Sherry Harrell; Matt Myers’ sister, Erin Myers.

Those who mourn Kris Brant and her brother’s family, Libby, John, and Nick Koetz, on the death of Kris’ nephew,
Josh Koetz; Tom Brownfield on the death of his brother, C. William (Bill) Brownfield.

We keep Stephen Ministers in prayer as they care for our church members.

In the Ecumenical Prayer Cycle, we pray for the people and churches India, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka. We also pray for
our UCC partner in mission the Diyar Consortium and Dar al-Kalima University in Palestine.

Justice & Mercy Missions

Upcoming missions will be: May 10 - Church World Service May 17 - Good Samaritan Fund
May 24 - Laundry Love May 31 - Huckleberry House

B.R.E.A.D. — Living Wage

On Cleveland Avenue, between Morse and Dublin-Granville Roads in Columbus, a sign features a young girl, whose
very eyes plead her needs. The sign tells us to “End Poverty.” As Jesus has told us in Mathew 26:11, this is an unlikely
outcome, however much is required of us.

So, we try. B.R.E.A.D. took up the issue of a living wage last year. It has identified three groups most affected by the
livable wage gap: citizens returning to society after a period of incarceration, senior citizens, and adults with children.
Minimally, a single adult needs a wage of $18-20 an hour, but add children, and the wage really needs to be closer to
$41. The non-tipped hourly wage in Columbus, Ohio is $11. The May Harper’s Index reports that in January 2015,
the number of Americans working two full-time jobs was 172,000. In January 2026, that number was 476,000.

B.R.E.A.D. is investigating, among other options, a hoped-for expansion of a program run by Columbus City Schools.
Career and Technical Education (CTE) via Career Pathways has three academies with programs that train students for
jobs with livable wages. The prospective goal is to grow to 29 academies by 2029.

Angela Chapman, superintendent of Columbus City Schools, will speak at B.R.E.A.D.’s Nehemiah Action to explain
how these Career Pathways can lead to livable wage employment. Please join us at the Nehemiah Action at the Celeste
Center (Ohio State Fair Grounds) on Tuesday, May 12, 2026. Doors open at 6 p.m.

As B.R.E.A.D. searches for ways to “solve poverty,” we ask: O God, to those who have hunger give BREAD and to those
who have BREAD give the hunger for justice! -- Latin American prayer.

By Nicole Moss
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