FirsT CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH WORsHIP AT ELEVEN
JUNE 14, 2026

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

WELCOME TO FIRST CHURCH!
You are welcomed, affirmed, and loved here; our faith informs us that you are a child of a loving God.

Your characteristics and gifts will enrich our congregation. In this community, you will be celebrated,
embraced, and honored, no matter how you identify or how your identity may evolve.

Wherever you are on your faith journey, we invite you to join us in our diverse yet united experience.

Please use this time for quiet preparation for worship.

VOLUNTARY
Allegretto, Op. 58, No. 4 Robert Schumann, 1845
ENTER TO WORSHIP Dr. Gregory Halbe

Leader:  Be joyful in the LORD, all you lands; serve the LORD with gladness
and come before his presence with a song.
The LORD himself is God;

People: God has made us, and we are God’s beloved;
we are God’s people and the sheep of God's pasture.

Please stand as you are able. (*indicates congregation standing)

*Leader: ~ Enter Yahweh’s gates with thanksgiving; go into Yahweh's courts with praise;
People: We gather to give thanks to our Maker and call upon the Holy Name.



*ProcessioNaL Hymn Abbot’s Leigh, Cyril Vincent Taylor, 1941
“Lord, you give the great commission” Jeffrey W. Rowthorn, 1978
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*WELCOME AND PASSING OF THE PEACE Rev. Sarah Reed

Leader:  The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People: And also with you.

Leader:  Let us greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.

*When you return to your seat, please find the blue Welcome notebook at the end of the pew,
sign it and pass it on to your neighbor so we many greet one another by name.

InvocaTiON Rev. Reed

Leader:  Incarnate God, in your desire to be present among us,
through Jesus you sent the disciples to heal the sick, gather the lost,
and proclaim the nearness of your realm.
Open our hearts today and make us ready to go and
share the good news we receive this day, through Jesus our brother, friend, and savior.

People: Amen.

ANTHEM
"Come, Christians, join to sing" arr. Michael Helman
TaEe FIrsT ScRIPTURE READING Exodus 19:2-8a Dr. Halbe

Leader: A reading from the Book of Exodus, the nineteenth fifth chapter.

They had traveled from Rephidim into the desert of Sinai and camped there, in front of the mountain.
Then Moses went up to God, and YHWH called out from the mountain and said, “This is what you
are to say to the house of Jacob, what you are to tell the Israelites: “You saw for yourselves what I did
to Egypt, how I carried you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. If you now listen to my voice
and keep my covenant, then out of all people you will be my cherished ones. Truly, the whole earth
is my own, but you will be a kindom of priests—a holy nation.” These are the words you are to say
to the Israelites.” Moses descended from the mountain. Summoning the elders of the people, he laid

down for them the things YHWH said to him. The people answered with one voice: “What YHWH

has said, we will do.”

Leader:  The Word of God for the people of God.
People: Thanks be to God.

THE PSALTER Psalm 100

The congregation joins in singing the Psalm.
Each measure of the chant corresponds to one half-verse of the Psalm,
with notes changing at the | symbol.

1. Bejoyful in the Lord, all you | lands;
serve the Lord with gladness
and come before his presence with a | song.
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2. Know this: The Lord himself is | God;
he himself has made us, and we are his;
we are his people and the sheep of his | pasture.

3. Enter his gates with thanksgiving;
go into his courts with | praise;
give thanks to him and call upon his | Name.

4. For the Lord is good;
his mercy is ever- | lasting;
and his faithfulness endures from age to | age.
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Matthew 10:7-8
The Choir introduces the Alleluia, which is then repeated by the Congregation.
Following the verse, all repeat the Alleluia.
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Verse: The kingdom of heaven is at hand.
Without cost you have received; without cost you are to give.

*THE GOSPEL Matthew 9:35-10:8 Rev. Reed
Leader: A reading from the Gospel according to Matthew, beginning in the ninth chapter.

Jesus continued touring all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the Good
News of God’s reign and curing all kinds of diseases and sicknesses. At the sight of the crowds, Jesus’
heart was moved with pity because they were distressed and dejected, like sheep without a shepherd.
Jesus said to the disciples, “The harvest is bountiful but the laborers are few. Beg the overseer of
the harvest to send laborers out to bring in the crops.” Jesus summoned the Twelve, and gave them
authority to expel unclean spirits and heal sickness and diseases of all kinds. These are the names of
the twelve apostles: the first were Simon, nicknamed Peter—that is, “Rock”—and his brother Andrew;
then James, ben-Zebedee, and his brother John; Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas; Matthew, the tax
collector; James, ben-Alphaeus; Thaddaeus; Simon the Zealot; and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed Jesus.
These twelve Jesus sent out after giving them the following instructions: “Don’t visit Gentile regions,
and don’t enter a Samaritan town. Go instead to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. As you go, make
this proclamation: “The reign of heaven has drawn near.” “Heal those who are sick, raise the dead, cure
leprosy, expel demons. You received freely—now freely give.

Leader:  The Word of God for the people of God.
People: Thanks be to God.

SERMON Rev. Reed
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Jacquelyn Dean

THE LORD’s PRAYER

All: Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.



*Hymn

“Where cross the crowded ways of life”

Gardiner, Gardiner’s Sacred Melodies, 1815
Frank Mason North, 1903, alt.
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THE OFFERTORY

10 give online, please scan this QR code, or see additional instructions in the Depart to Serve leaflet:

MissioN INVITATION Rev. Reed

“If you have more than enough material possessions and see your neighbors in need yet close your hearts to
them, how can the love of God be living in you?” -1 John 3:17

Out of gratitude to God and in keeping with our mission and values, every week our offering goes to
support a vanguard humanitarian organization. Cash and designated gifts go to support the Broad
Street Food Pantry, at Broad Street Presbyterian Church. In Franklin County, nearly 70,000 children
now experience food insecurity, and this tragedy continues to rise in other age groups as well. The
Pantry is now averaging 58 shoppers every day, a nearly 20% increase from last year. Rising food costs
and changes to SNAP eligibility are placing growing pressure on families across our community. So
the Pantry is growing its response to meet this need, helping seniors and working families access food
when transportation, mobility, or work schedules make shopping difficult. Their delivery ministries
now reach nearly 600 families monthly. Your contributions help the Pantry serve our neighbors in this
time of urgent need. Thank you for your generosity.

You can use the QR code below to donate to both this week’s mission and to First Church! If you are
giving by cash or check and would also like to give something to First Congregational Church, please
use one of the giving envelopes available in the pew racks, and mark it accordingly. Thank you so
much for your consideration and generosity. Any amount significant to you is significant to us.

“Put the entire tithe into the storehouse so there be food in my house! Put me to the test, says Yahweh
Omnipotent, and see if I do not open windows in the sky and pour so much blessing on you that you
cannot contain it!” —Malachi 3:10

OFFERTORY ANTHEM
"It is well with my soul" arr. Jason Krug
*DoxoLoGgy Old 100th

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Christ, all creatures here below;
Praise Holy Spirit evermore;

Praise Triune God, whom we adore.

CommunITy NOTICES - DEPART TO SERVE Melissa Kulwicki

Leader:  Let us depart with a heart to serve.

People: Thanks be to God.



*CLosing Hymn
“Go to the world!”

Sine Nomine, Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1906

Sylvia G. Dunstan, 1985
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*BENEDICTION Rev. Reed
VOLUNTARY
Fanfare Jacques-Nicolas Lemmens, 1862

Please be seated for the postlude.

Thank you for attending worship this morning. We hope that you have found peace and grace here
and invite you to return often. If you would like more information or have any questions about First Church,

please ask one of our pastors or anyone wearing a name tag. We would be delighted to assist you.

T THE FLOWERS THIS MORNING are given to the glory of God and in celebration of their 50th wedding
anniversary by Paul and Melody Leidheiser.

T PreaSE JoIiN Us IN ParisH Harr rFor Corree HoOuR, hosted by the Celebrate Neighborhood Care Circle,

led by Fran Panek and Denise Vogt.

1T GREETING AT THE EXITS

Rev. Reed — Narthex (Broad Street entrance)
Dr. Halbe — East Door (Ninth Street entrance by the Church Office)
Ms. Kulwicki — West Door (Cleveland Avenue entrance by the Chapel)



T PERMISSIONS AND COPYRIGHTS
All scripture reading used in today’s service are from 7he Inclusive Bible.

1 PERMISSIONS AND COPYRIGHTS

The following are printed and/or livestreamed under permission of OneLicense #A-717661. All rights
reserved.

“Lord, you give the great commission.” Words: Jeffrey W. Rowthorn, 1978. ©1978 Hope Publishing
Company. Music: Cyril V. Taylor, 1941. © 1942, Renewal 1970 Hope Publishing Company. All rights

reserved.
“Go to the world.” Words by: Sylvia G. Dunstan. © 1991 GIA Publications. All rights reserved.

LeADERSHIP IN TODAY’S LITURGY
The Rev. Sarah Reed, preacher
Jacquelyn Dean, worship leader
Dr. Gregory Halbe, liturgist
Melissa Kulwicki, worship leader
Sebastian Kulwicki, crucifer
Joshua Stafford, organist
First Church Ringers
Jennifer Fry, director
Mike Kennedy, livestream ministry



This Week at First Church

Sunday, June 14

9 a.m. Worship Service and
Holy Communion (Parish Hall)
10 a.m. Adult Faith Formation
(Classroom C)
Family Playground Time (Playground)
11 a.m. Worship Service (Sanctuary)
12:15 p.m.  Coffee Hour (Parish Hall)
12:30 p.m.  Sacred Conversation #4 (Parish Hall)

Monday, June 15
6:30 p.m.  Transition Team Mtg
(Fanning Rm & Zoom)

Tuesday, June 16

12 Noon Lunch Bunch (Over the Counter,
Worthington)
7 p.m. Church Council Mtg (Classroom C & Zoom)

Wednesday, June 17

10 a.m. The Largest Table Food Prep & Delivery
(Kitchen)
6:30 p.m. Stephen Ministers Monthly Mtg (SM Office)

Thursday, June 18
11 a.m. Fiber Arts Ministry (Fanning Rm)
6 p.m. Pride Pep Rally (Parish Hall)

Friday, June 19
Church closed in Celebration of Juneteenth

Saturday, June 20

8 a.m. Columbus Pride Marchers arrive at Church

8:30 a.m. Columbus Pride Marchers depart for March
10 a.m. Columbus Pride March
Sunday, June 21
9 a.m. Worship Service and
Holy Communion (Parish Hall)
10 a.m. Adult Faith Formation
(Classroom C)
Family Playground Time (Playground)
11 a.m. Worship Service (Sanctuary)

12:15 p.m.  Coffee Hour (Parish Hall)

June 14, 2026

Adult Faith Formation for June
Sundays at 10 a.m. in Classroom C

During Pride Month, we will have a special series on topics
surrounding Pride, belonging, and what it means to create a
welcoming and affirming church for all.

Thank you to David Hogrefe and Brian Kemp for sharing
their personal experience of sharing their faith in the face of
hate last week in our Pride month kick off.

The topic today is "First Church Pride. Preparation and
Celebration of First Church’s Involvement in the Stonewall
Columbus Pride Parade” with Wayne Henry and the First
Church Pride committee.

Future topics and speakers include "Supporting our Youth"
with Amanda Erickson of Kaleidoscope Youth Center; and
"Building Beloved Community: Pride, Justice and Inclusion”
with Equality Ohio CEO and Executive Director, Dwayne
Steward.

All are welcome to attend.

Family Playground Time!
Today at 10 a.m. on the
Sam Gordon Playground

Join the First Church playground gang between services
having outdoor fun while parents catch up. We'll be outside
playing every Sunday this June, weather permitting.

Sacred Conversation

Today at 12:15 p.m. in Parish Hall

Join Sarah Reed and the Transition Team for the last Sacred
Conversation about what it means to be open and affirming at
First Congregational Church. This meeting will focus on what
we've learned so far and where we go from here to be welcoming
and inclusive. We hope you will join the conversation.

A light lunch will be offered. Please register on Realm.



Lunch Bunch at Over the Counter
Tuesday, June 16, at Noon
Join others for lunch at Over the Counter in Worthington.

Formerly known as Nicklaus Pharmacy, Over the Counter was
once owned by Robert & Charlie (Jack’s father) Nicklaus. The
local drug store, which had a soda fountain jerk back in the day,
gave lots of inspiration for their concept.

Paying homage to the pharmacy and the community, Over the
Counter is a modern American restaurant

upbeat environment. Everyone has a seat at
the counter.

Please register on Realm using the QR
code.

Pride Pep Rally
Thursday, June 18, at 6 p.m.
in Parish Hall

Please join the Pride March Planning Committee for an evening
of pizza, sign-making, and Pride March prep to help us extend
First Church’s Extravagant Welcome to the wider community at
this year’s Stonewall Columbus Pride March on Saturday, June
20.

Everyone is welcome, whether you are marching or not. If you
would like to attend, please email Melissa Kulwicki, mkulwicki@
first-church.org, so we can plan accordingly!

If you ordered a new shirt please contact Melissa to get your
shirt!

Juneteenth
Friday, June 19

The Church will be closed in celebration of this national
holiday. It commemorates the emancipation of enslaved
African Americans. Freedom was granted through the
Emancipation Proclamation signed on January 1, 1863, by
President Abraham Lincoln. Juneteenth marks the date in 1865
when Union troops arrived in Galveston, Texas, to announce

that the Civil War had ended and all enslaved people were free.
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First Church Book Club
Wednesday, July 1, at 7 p.m.
on Zoom

If you're looking for your next good read, the First Church Book
Club will be discussing a variety of books this summer. This is
a fun opportunity for lively conversation and get to know other
church members better.

This month we will discuss My Friends, by Fredrik Backman. A
#1 NY Times Bestseller, My Friends is an unforgettably funny,
deeply moving tale of four teenagers whose friendship creates
a bond so powerful that it changes a complete stranger's life
twenty-five years later.

We gather on Zoom on the first Wednesday of each month at
7 p-m. Questions? Want to receive book club emails? Please call

Kathy Reed at 614-442-7742.

Summer Volunteers for
Faith Formation Needed

Have a little free time this summer? If so, we would love
some help in the following areas:

*  Organizing the resource and teen rooms

* Helping with Sunday Stories or Children’s Time on
Sundays while Leslie is out of town

* Teens can receive service hours!

If you are willing to lend a hand, please =ik
use the QR code to fill out this short iy
form with your interests. =

Justice & Mercy Missions

Upcoming missions will be:
June 14 - Broad Street Food Pantry
June 21 - Kaleidoscope Youth Center
June 28 - Good Samaritan Fund
July 5 - UCC Strengthen the Church
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Preserving the Past,
Stepping into the Future

There was a generation who built this house of God for us, and for the community. There was a generation who built an
education wing for the children. There was a generation who birthed the Beckerath and renovated the Kimball so that we can
hear the Holy Spirit sing. There was a generation who fixed the sanctuary roof and gave us air conditioning,.

Clearly, they set goals, made sacrifices, and now we are the beneficiaries. Some of you are among these committed donors of our
past. We are grateful for your love and support of our church home. We join you, to be the current generation of caretakers for
this place of inspiration.

Now, it will be our resources and our work that will preserve the past while we step together into the future. We are not just giving
dollars to a fundraising campaign, we are investing in tomorrow. We are not stuck treading water during a transition period,
instead we are moving and growing and doing with purpose.

What will a candidate for minister surmise from our efforts? Perhaps more important than the dollars raised will be the level of
participation. How many actually will join in the cause? It is a litmus test to demonstrate that we are truly a vibrant community
of faith: one worth joining, one worth leading.

You will be invited this summer to one of several information sessions held throughout the community and here at church where
you can learn more about the preservation grant project and how you can help support it. Be sure to respond to the invitation.
Plan to attend a session to learn how you can help to support this project. Every new dollar given by the congregation will unlock
$4 of other support for the preservation project.

The $200,00 fundraising campaign will support the Preservation Grant Project that involves replacing the front steps, restoring
the Rose Window, and repairing mortar, stone, and some windows around the 1931 building.

Keep in Prayer

Members Mary Day Fewless; Sandy Mathias; Rev. Becky David; Ramona Moenter; Nancy Livingston; Jane Ward; Grace Glaros
and family; Beverly Halbe; Francille Firebaugh; Nancy Burba; John Carter; Clinton Brown; Dan Axt.

Family and friends Rev. Becky David’s son, Gabe Stevens; Pat Patterson’s friend, Cindy Shealy; Rev. jess young chang’s friend
Rev. Steve Swisher’s mother Barbara Swisher; Annette McCormick’s sister, Kathy McCormick; Amy Wagner’s great nephew,
Brody Wilson, her friend, Nancy Rowe Wickline, and friend Mitchell McGuire; Melva Fisher’s brother, James Garrison; Jennifer
Fry’s friend, Dennis Moore; Kathy Reed's cousin, Barbara Works; Malini Peter’s friend, Usha Rangarajan; Susan Brooks’ friends,
Marti and Ned Timmons; Dakota Saunders’ friend, Trisha; Susie Loik’s daughter, Kelly and son, Laeric; Janice Taft’s cousin, Teri
Williams; Shelly Gies™ father, Robert Simms and brother, Mike Simms; Kevin Salem’s uncle, Harold Allen; Wendy and Robert
Reber’s life-long friend, David Roberts and family; Jason Harrell’s mother, Sherry Harrell; Matt Myers’ sister, Erin Myers.

Those who mourn Family and friends of Alan Daulton.
We keep Stephen Ministers in prayer as they care for our church members.
We keep our Search Committee and Our Future Pastor in our prayers.

We pray for our ten First Church youth and adults traveling to Washington, D.C. for an urban mission trip where they will serve
and connect with people experiencing hunger and homelessness, learn about social justice, and put their faith into action. Please
pray for a safe and meaningful trip for our youth participants Grant Butler, Emma Dean, Xavier Dean, Fisher Ferguson, Aubrey
Schmitt, Donna Vogt, and adult leaders Rev. jessica young chang, Leslie Fulford, Emily Schmitt and Nate Vogt.

In the Ecumenical Prayer Cycle, we pray for the people and churches of Botswana and Zimbabwe. We also pray for our UCC
partner Mediterranean Hope in Italy.
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CHURCH LEADERSHIP

Interim Senior Minister: Rev. Becky David, M.Div. BoARD OF TRUSTEES

Interim Associate Minister: Rev. jessica young chang, M.Div. Chairperson: Frank Cook

Minister of Music: Joshua Stafford, M.M. Trustees: Matthew Bendick, David Hogrefe, Victor John, Melody
Interim Director of Faith Formation: Leslie Fulford Leidheiser (Secretary), Janet Miller, Sarah Reed, Hugh Schultz,
Administrative Manager: Amy Wagner Charlie Weaver

Communications Manager: Melissa Kulwicki CHURCH COUNCIL LEADERSHIP

Office Assistant: Pat Patterson Moderator: Sarah Reed

Business Administrator: Annette McCormick Moderator-elect:

Building and Grounds Superintendent: Kevin Salem Treasurer: Ramona Moenter

Custodians: Alexis Wayne, Bill McCabe, Bob O’Brien Treasurer-elect:

Handbell Director: Jennifer Fry Secretary: Amanda Butler

Wedding Coordinators: Amy Wagner, Shelly Gies, Margaret Secretary-elect:

Cipriani, Denise Vogt Nominating Chair: Gregory Halbe

Nursery Staff: Miranda Brooks, Shelly Gies, Celecia Smith COMMISSIONERS

Commissioned Minister for Social Justice: Tom Brownfield Church Stewardship and Church Growth: Stephen Sterrett
Commissioned Minister for Spiritual Formation and Direction: Church Stewardship and Church Growth-elect: Kathy Reed
Jacquelyn Dean Church Vitality: Antoinette Koolemans-Beynen

Stephen Leader and Stephen Ministry Training Coordinator:  Church Vitality-elect:

Wendy Kennedy Communications and Technology Commission: Mike Kennedy
Stephen Leader and Stephen Ministry Referrals Coordinator:  Communications and Technology Commission-elect: Nathaniel
Susie Loik Powell

Stephen Leader and Stephen Ministry Communications, Media Faith Formation Commission: Mariner Taft

and IT Coordinator: Annette McCormick Faith Formation Commission-elect:

Senior Deacon: Dayna McCrary House & Grounds: Eric Klintworth

Deacons: Fubara Braide, Stella Braide, Camilla Curren, Kelly House & Grounds-elect: Fran Panek

Dodd, Sandra Geronimo, Dean Hafey, Jason Harrell, Brian Justice & Mercy: James Lowe

Kemp, Allison Lowery, Barbara Mason, Fran Panek, Gary Seigerst, Justice & Mercy-elect:

Thomason Smith, Martha Worth Music, Arts & Heritage: Jim Griffin

Transition Team: Jacquelyn Dean and Nancy Loy, co-chairpersons, Music, Arts & Heritage-elect: Cheryl Hoskinson
Todd Cunningham, Rev. Becky David, Gregory Halbe, Susie Loik, Member-at-Large: Martha Wilson
Allison Lowery, Pavan Peter, Sarah Reed, Joshua Stafford Personnel: Neal Brower
Personnel-elect: Chris Brooks
Youth Member-at-Large:
First CHURCH 15 A FArrH COMMUNITY
T Called together by God, the Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer of life, to worship, pray and serve;
T Led by Jesus Christ, our Teacher and Savior, to learn the faith and welcome all God’s children;
T Empowered by the Holy Spirit to witness God’s love and justice between ourselves, and throughout the world.

We covenant with the Lord Jesus Christ and one another, and bind ourselves in the presence of God to live together in all
God’s ways as revealed to us by the Holy Spirit and holy scripture. The church acknowledges that all members have the
right of individual interpretation of the principles of the Christian faith and respects them in their honest convictions.
In accordance with the teaching of our Lord, the church recognizes two sacraments: Baptism and Holy Communion.

OPEN AND AFFIRMING STATEMENT

We, the members of First Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, Columbus, Ohio, welcome and afhirm all.
We believe we are all created in God’s image and called to love our neighbors as Jesus loves us. We believe we are many
members, but one body in Christ, called to unite all people in God’s love. We are a community seeking God’s presence
and love in our lives. We seek to unite persons of all ages, races, nationalities, ethnicities, sexual orientations, sexes, gender
identities and expressions, family structures, mental, intellectual and physical conditions, economic circumstances,
political, theological and faith backgrounds. Together in our diversity, and being empowered and directed by the Holy
Spirit, we will “do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with our God.” (Micah 6:8)

—Adopted September 8, 2002 by the congregation
Revisions adopted January 27, 2019 by the congregation
FIrsT CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
444 E Broad Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215 | 614-228-1741
home@first-church.org

www.firstchurcharts.org



