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	 Worship at Nine 
September 6, 2026 

	 Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

First Congregational Church 
United Church of Christ

Welcome to First Church!
You are welcomed, affirmed, and loved here; our faith informs us that you are a child of a loving God. 
Your characteristics and gifts will enrich our congregation. In this community, you will be celebrated, 

embraced, and honored, no matter how you identify or how your identity may evolve. 
Wherever you are on your faith journey, we invite you to join us in our diverse yet united experience. 

Gathering
Prelude			 
Ringing of the Bell
*Gathering Song	 Twin Oaks, Marty Haugen, 1994 
“Let us build a house”	

*Invocation 		  Kelly Dodd
(written by Walter Brueggeman)

Leader:	 We are again at our annual moment to honor labor, to remember those who do hard work, 
to recall tales of depression poverty, to wonder at our economy. As we remember, we are aware that 
“labor” today is surrounded by hostile euphemisms – downgrading, outsourcing, minimum wage, 
401(k)s – all strategies to cut costs, with the result that laborers are put at more risk, all the while we 
indulge in endless extravagance.
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We are mindful on this day:
That most hard labor in our country is performed by people who may not be like us – African 
Americans, Hispanics, people who lack our advanced skills and connections, and who settle for being 
labor that is cheap, while food and housing continue to grow more expensive; 
That we are here because our mothers were in labor for us, loving us before we were born, available for 
inconvenience and for pain, and as we grew . . . for worry in the night. 
That there is other work to be done, what Jesus called, “my Father’s work” – healing the sick, caring for 
the poor, casting out demons, doing the hard work of justice. We give thanks for those who do this.
On Labor Day, with most of us so privileged that we do not sweat unless we play pickleball or jog, give 
us fresh perspective on our labor, that our lives consist in more than earning and eating, in making and 
selling, that our lives consist in the hard, urgent work of the neighborhood. 
Gracious God, empower us as you did our mothers that we may birth new well-being, that neighbors 
may live in justice, that we may know the joy of compassion that overrides the drudgery of our 
common day. 
People:	 We pray in the name of Jesus, from whom we know your own self-giving life, 
		  for we gladly confess that “no one works like him.” Amen.

*Welcome and Passing of the Peace	 	 Rev. Becky
Children’s Time 	 	 Leslie Fulford

During the sermon time, our young children are welcome to participate in “Sunday Stories.” 

Children’s Hymn	 God is So Good, Traditional African 
“God is so good”	 Paul Makai, tr. Marilyn Foulkes, ca. 1970, rev.

Listening
The First Reading  	 Romans 13:8-14  	 Kelly Dodd

Leader:	 A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans, the thirteenth chapter.
Owe no debt to anyone—except the debt that binds us to love one another. If you love your neighbor, 
you have fulfilled the Law.  The commandments—no committing adultery, no killing, no stealing, no 
coveting, and all the others—are all summed up in this one: “Love your neighbor as yourself.”  Love 
never wrongs anyone—hence love is the fulfillment of the Law.  Besides, you know the time in which 
we are living. lt is now the hour for you to wake from sleep, for our salvation is closer than when we 
first accepted the faith. The night is far spent; the day draws near. So let us cast off deeds of darkness 
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and put on the armor of light.  Let us live honorably as in daylight, not in carousing and drunkenness, 
not in sexual excess and lust, not in quarreling and jealousy.  Rather, clothe yourselves with our Savior 
Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the desires of the night.
Leader:	 The Word of God for the people of God.
People:	 Thanks be to God.

The Psalter			  Psalm 119:33–40
The congregation joins in singing the entirety of the Psalm.  

Each measure of the chant corresponds to one half-verse of the Psalm, with notes changing at the | symbol.

33.	 Teach me, O Lord, the way of your | statutes,  
		  and I shall keep it to the | end.
34. Give me understanding, and I shall keep your | law;  
		  I shall keep it with all my | heart.
35. Make me go in the path of your com- | mandments,  
		  for that is my de- | sire.
36. Incline my heart to your de- | crees  
		  and not to unjust | gain.
37. Turn my eyes from watching what is | worthless;  
		  give me life in your | ways.
38. Fulfill your promise to your | servant,  
		  which you make to those who | fear you.
39. Turn away the reproach which I | dread,  
		  because your judgments are | good.
40. Behold, I long for your com- | mandments;  
		  in your righteousness preserve my | life.

The Gospel		 Matthew 18:15-20	 Rev. Becky
Leader:	 A reading from the Gospel according to Matthew, the eighteenth chapter.
“If your sister or brother should commit some wrong against you, go and point out the error, but 
keep it between the two of you. If she or he listens to you, you have won a loved one back;  if not, try 
again, but take one or two others with you, so that every case may stand on the word of two or three 
witnesses.  If your sister or brother refuses to listen to them, refer the matter to the church. If she or 
he ignores even the church, then treat that sister or brother as you would a Gentile or a tax collector.  
“The truth is, whatever you declare bound on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you declare 
loosed on earth will be loosed in heaven.  “Again I tell you, if two of you on earth join in agreement to 
pray for anything whatsoever, it will be granted you by my Abba God in heaven.  Where two or three 
are gathered in my name, I am there in their midst.”
Leader:	 The Word of God for the people of God.
People:	 Thanks be to God.

Reflection	 		  Rev. Becky
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Responding
Prayers of the People	 	 Rev. Becky

The Lord’s Prayer	  	
	 All:	 Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
			   Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven.  
			   Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  
			   Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,  
			   for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

Hymn		 The Servant Song, Richard Gillard, 1977, arr. Betty Pulkingham 
“Will you let me be your servant”	 Richard Gillard, 1977
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The Offertory
To give online, please scan this QR code, or see additional instructions in Depart to Serve:

Mission Invitation                             	     Rev. jess 
“If you have more than enough material possessions and see your neighbors in need yet close your hearts to 
them, how can the love of God be living in you?” –1 John 3:17 
Out of gratitude to God and in keeping with our mission and values, every week our offering goes to 
support a vanguard humanitarian organization. This week, cash and designated gifts go to support the 
Coalition of Immokalee Workers (CIW). The CIW is a worker-based human rights organization 
internationally recognized for its achievements in fighting human trafficking, sexual violence, modern-
day slavery, and other human rights abuses. The CIW is also recognized for pioneering worker-driven, 
socially responsible fair food programs in unprecedented partnerships among farmworkers, growers, 
and the buyers from major retail chains. CIW programs protect tens of thousands of workers harvesting 
dozens of crops across 23 states and three countries.  On this Labor Day Weekend, we are thankful 
for the selfless dedication of this organization. Thank you for prayerfully considering support of the 
Coalition’s work.
You can use the QR code to donate to both this week’s mission and to First Church! If you are giving 
by cash or check and would also like to give something to First Congregational Church, please ask one 
of our deacons for an envelope and mark it accordingly. Thank you so much for your consideration 
and generosity. Any amount significant to you is significant to us.  
“Put me to the test, says Yahweh Omnipotent, and see if I do not open windows in the sky and pour so much 
blessing on you that you cannot contain it!” –Malachi 3:10  

Offertory Music	 	 Herbert Howells, 1928 
“My eyes for beauty pine”		  Robert Seymour Bridges, 1890

My eyes for beauty pine, 
My soul for Goddes grace: 
No other care nor hope is mine, 
To heaven I turn my face. 

One splendour thence is shed 
From all the stars above: 
'Tis named when God's name is said, 
'Tis Love, 'tis heavenly Love. 

And every gentle heart, 
That burns with true desire, 
Is lit from eyes that mirror part 
Of that celestial fire.  
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Communion	 Rev. Becky and Rev. jess
Leader: 	 We are the body of Christ.
People: 	 We are made one body through the love of Jesus
 	 and the work of the Holy Spirit.
Leader: 	 We gather at the table to retell the story of death, resurrection, and oneness with God.
	 The night Jesus was betrayed, he gathered with his friends:
People: 	 Friends who would betray him, 
	 friends who would deny him, 
	 friends who would flee from him.
Leader: 	 Still, out of love, Jesus gathered them unto himself, 
	 so they could eat, connect and remember. 
	 Breaking the bread, He gave us the words of our sacrament:
People: 	 Take, eat. This is my body broken for you. Eat it to remember me.
Leader: 	 After supper, Jesus poured and blessed the cup, 
	 and gave us the meaning of our remembrance:
People: 	 Take, drink. This is my blood, shed for all. Drink it to remember me.
Leader: 	 Anointed One, we gather at Your table to affirm Your sacrifice and our faith. 
	 By making ourselves one in Your sacrament, we unmake our fears, 
	 our limitations, and our obstacles to Your way.
People: 	 We join hearts and hands in this covenant of faith 
	 and this observance of community and sustenance. 
Leader: 	 Come Holy Spirit, Come. Twine Yourself within these crumbs, dive deep within these 

cups, so that for us as we receive these elements, we receive nothing less than Your love and 
presence; when we go from this place, changed by this sacrament, we embody nothing less 
than Your love in the world.

People: 	 In the name of Jesus and for the sake of the world we pray, Amen.
Leader: 	 The gifts of God for the people of God.
People: 	 Thanks be to God.
Leader:	 Come, for all things are ready. 

Communion Hymn	 Confitemini Domino, Jacques Berthier, 1982 
“Come and fill our hearts”	 Jacques Berthier, 1982
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Prayer of Thanksgiving	 Rev. jess
Leader:	 Loving Savior, 
People: 	 You have given us these good gifts to show us the way – 
	 The way to You, to each other, and to the larger world which You inhabit. 
	 Let this bread and wine give us 
	 the courage and strength to light the path forward, 
	 leaving Your peace and love in our wake. 
	 At all costs O Gracious One, 
	 let us be Your true disciples. Amen.

Sending

Community Notices - Depart to Serve	 Melissa Kulwicki
Leader:	 Let us depart with a heart to serve.
People: 	 Thanks be to God.

*Closing Hymn	                                      Lead Me, Guide Me, Doris Akers, 1953 
“Lead me, guide me”	 Doris Akers, 1953

*Benediction	 	 Rev. Becky
Thank you for attending worship this morning. We hope that you have found peace and grace here  

and invite you to return often. If you would like more information or have any questions about First Church,  
please ask anyone wearing a name tag. We would be delighted to assist you.
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† Permissions and Copyrights 
	 All scripture readings used in today’s service are from The Inclusive Bible. 

The following are printed and/or livestreamed under permission of OneLicense #A-717661.  All 
rights reserved.
“Let us build a house” (All are welcome)  Words and music:  Marty Haugen. © 1994 GIA Publications, 
Inc.  All rights reserved.
“Will you let me be your servant.”  Words and music by Richard Gillard, 1997.  © 1997 Universal 
music – Brentwood Benson Publishing (admin. CapitalCMGPublishing.com) All rights reserved.
“Come and fill our hearts.”	 Words and music: Jacques Berthier, Taizé Community; ©1991 Less 	
Presses de Taizé (admin. GIA Publications, Inc.)  All rights reserved.
“Lead me, guide me.”  Words and music: Doris M. Akers.  © 1953 Doris M. Akers, admin by 
Chappell 	 & Co/Alfred Publishing Co, Inc.  All rights reserved.

Leadership in Today’s liturgy
The Rev. Becky David, preacher

The Rev. jessica young chang, worship leader
	 Kelly Dodd, liturgist 

Melissa Kulwicki, worship leader
Joshua Stafford, pianist

Julius Tabery, soloist
Geoffrey Dean, livestream ministry
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September 6, 2026

This Week at First Church
Sunday, September 6
9 a.m.	 Worship Service and
		  Holy Communion (Parish Hall)
10 a.m.	 Adult Faith Formation (Classroom C)
		  Family Playground Time (Playground)
11 a.m.	 Worship Service (Sanctuary)

Monday, September 7
Labor Day – Church office closed 
6 p.m.	 First Church Campanelle Rehearsal (Bell Rm)
6:30 p.m.	 Transition Team Mtg (Fanning Rm & Zoom)

Tuesday, September 8 
7 p.m.	 Executive Committee Mtg 
		  (Classroom C & Zoom)
		  Preservation Grant Informational Session 
		  (Teams)

Thursday, September 10
12 Noon	 Lunch Bunch (Katalina’s)
6 p.m.	 First Church Ringers Rehearsal (Bell Rm)
7 p.m.	 Choir Rehearsal for Brahms Requiem 
		  (Parish Hall)

Sunday, September 13
9 a.m.	 Worship Service and
		  Holy Communion (Parish Hall)
		  Godly Play (Godly Play Rm)
10 a.m.	 Adult Faith Formation (Classroom C)
		  Family Playground Time (Playground)
		  Legacy Sunday Update Mtg 
		  (Parish Family Rm)
11 a.m.	 Worship Service (Sanctuary)
12:15 p.m.	 Coffee Hour (Parish Hall)
		  BREAD Mtg (Parish Family Rm)
12:30 p.m.	 Confirmation Class (Classroom C)
4 p.m.	 Brahms Requiem Commemorating
		  September 11, 2001 (Sanctuary)

Adult Faith Formation 
Today at 10 a.m. in Classroom C

History and Preservation
Tom Worley will lead a 2-part program on the original 
architects and construction of our church building. As part 
of the program, Tom will provide information about the 
preservation grant project and the fundraising campaign.

Sunday, September 13 at 4 p.m.
Johannes Brahms: 

Ein Deutsches Requiem 
Commemorating the 25th 

Anniversary of September 11, 2001
First Church Arts begins its 2026–2027 concert season on 
Sunday, September 13, at 4 p.m. We commemorate the 25th 
anniversary of September 11, 2001, with Johannes Brahms' 
monumental work "Ein Deutsches Requiem." This piece, 
sometimes called "A Human Requiem" will be sung in its 
original German by the First Church Choir accompanied by 
Brahms' own arrangement for piano four-hands. This event is 
free and open to all. For more details, and information on all 
our upcoming events, please visit us at: www.firstchurcharts.org.

Godly Play Returns 
Sunday, September 13, at 9 a.m.

This year, we are offering Godly Play Sunday school class 
during the 9 a.m. worship hour to better serve our families. 
Godly Play is a creative, imaginative approach to children’s 
faith formation led by Miss Melissa and Mr. Todd. 

Geared toward preschool through 6th grade, children of all 
ages are welcome. Families can come with their children to the 
9 a.m. worship, get a snack, and go to the Godly Play Room 
after the welcome with Miss Leslie. Children will return to 
Parish Hall for communion. Come join in the fun!

Thoughts on Gratitude
"Gratitude is a powerful catalyst for happiness. It's the spark 
that lights a fire of joy in your soul."

Amy Collette

http://www.firstchurcharts.org.
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Legacy Sunday is September 27 
Come, let’s honor our history and go 

forward into tomorrow.
As we draw closer to our 175th year as a congregation, please 
join us on September 27th when we will have one hour of 
worship at 10 a.m. followed by a church-wide potluck picnic. 
Invitations will be handed out next Sunday at both services.

In addition to great food, there will be games for all ages. Also, 
First Serves will give us a chance to support Church World 
Service. It will be a fun time together.

Lunch Bunch
Thursday, September 10, at 12 Noon

Please join others on Thursday, September 10, at Katalina’s 
on High Street in the heart of Clintonville. 

This Little Cafe has Lots of Local Goodness™, is Home of 
The Original Pancake Balls™, and offers so 
much more. The food is homemade with 
attitude... Latin-leaning and Southern 
slanted... it's filled with friends and flavor 
galore so come join us!

Please us the QR Code on Realm to 
reserve your place at the table.

Justice & Mercy Missions
Upcoming missions will be:  

September 6 - Coalition of Immokalee Workers
September 13 - FCC Unsheltered Ministry
September 20 - Good Samaritan Fund
September 27 - Legacy Fund

Please Save the NEW Date!
Sunday, October 25

First Church Engagement Fair in 
Parish Hall following 

9 a.m. and 11 a.m. worship
Come celebrate our meaningful projects and activities on 
Sunday,  October 25, in Parish Hall, following the 9 a.m. and 
11 a.m. worship services.

Learn about our mission projects and explore opportunities 
for service that speak to your heart! See the many ways we 
work in the community and within our church family. From 
small discussion groups to “done in a day” projects to serving 
on a committee or commission, you’ll find opportunities for 
connection and service at the Fair. 

Tasty food will be served! You can visit our First Church FREE 
Store and snag First Church items, including books, t-shirts, 
water bottles, and more. You can obtain a First Church name 
tag and connect with folks you see in worship but might not 
have talked with yet, putting names with faces. We’ll celebrate 
our mission activities, community, and friendships!

Dinner Out
Wednesday, September 23, at 6 p.m.

Join fellow church members at Hunan Lion, a family-run 
restaurant in northwest Columbus. Voted the best Chinese 
restaurant in Columbus, you can indulge in the taste of 
authentic Chinese cuisine and experience their culture. Their 
family has dedicated over 38 years creating a casual and 
inviting atmosphere where one can enjoy 
the delicious cuisine.

Please use the QR Code on Realm to 
reserve your place at the table.

First Serves
Thank you, First Church, for the volume of school supplies 
donated to Gladden Community House and to the Vogt family 
for leading the charge. Many children will be supported through 
your generosity!

Upcoming dates  to serve: 

September 27 All church Disaster Clean Up Bucket assembly 
for Church World Services during Legacy Sunday on the west 
lawn. 

October 18 Halloween Candy will be collected for Gladden 
Community House at the Giving Tree, then we'll organize it in 
Classroom D.
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Preserving the Past, Stepping into the Future
The church is offering a series of information sessions to provide a time to learn more about the preservation grant project and 
answer your questions. See the listing below for dates and times.

Date	 Time	 Location	 Host

Sunday, 9/6	 10:00 a.m.	 Classroom C	 Tom Worley

Tuesday, 9/8	 7:00 p.m. 	 Virtual Link: 	 Tom Worley
			   https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/235269437966784?p=qJjqbbwb1CKifrCkKZ

Wednesday, 9/9	 7:00 p.m.	 Home of the host	 Jackie Dean

Sunday, 9/13	 10:00 a.m.	 Classroom C	 Tom Worley

Monday, 9/14	 7:00 p.m.	 Home of the hosts	 Paul & Melody Leidheiser

Tuesday, 9/15	 1:00 p.m.	 Virtual Link:	 Tom Worley
			   https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/222814744565587?p=Ei1CHYKSgNrIphI6q2

Wednesday, 9/16	 7:00 p.m.	 Home of the hosts	 Martha & Hank Wilson

Sunday, 9/20	 12:15 p.m.	 Classroom D

Keep in Prayer
Members  Margaret Cipriani; Brittney Dean; Sandy Mathias; Matt Stevens and Jim Velo; Jane Weddle; Victor John; Ramona 
Moenter; Jane Ward; Grace Glaros and family; Beverly Halbe; Francille Firebaugh; Nancy Burba; John Carter; Clinton Brown; 
Dan Axt.

Family and friends Kevin Salem’s uncle, Harold Allen and niece, Clare Salem; Vicki Lyden's sister, Connie Dolder; Leslie 
Fulford's sister, Kim Barth, and brother-in-law, Al Fulford; Pat Patterson’s friend, Cindy Shealy; Jenny Provenzano’s mother, 
Joyce Beitzel; Melissa Kulwicki’s father, Jack Blandi, and her mother-in-law, Beverly Kulwicki; Rev. Becky David; David Wyatt’s 
uncle, Richard Hendrix Wyatt; Kathy Reed's cousin, Barbara Works; Malini Peter’s friend, Usha Rangarajan; Susan Brooks’ 
friends, Marti and Ned Timmons; Dakotah Saunders’ friend, Trisha; Susie Loik’s daughter, Kelly and son, Laeric; Janice Taft’s 
cousin, Teri Williams; Shelly Gies’ father, Robert Simms and brother, Mike Simms; Jason Harrell’s mother, Sherry Harrell; and 
Matt Myers’ sister, Erin Myers.

We keep Stephen Ministers in prayer as they care for our church members.

We keep our Search Committee and our Future Pastor in our prayers.

In the Ecumenical Prayer Cycle, we pray for the people and churches of Benin, Ivory Coast, and Togo. We also pray for our UCC 
partner, the Evangelical Mission Hospital, Tilda in India.

Sacred Earth Eco Tip
The vibrant colors of autumn sweeping across the landscape remind us of the delicate balance of nature—one that is increasingly 
under threat. Warming temperatures are already altering the natural rhythms of fall. Leaves in some regions are changing color 
later each year, and if global temperatures rise by just 2°C, autumn could shorten drastically, robbing us of its vivid hues.

Fall is traditionally a time of harvest, but climate change is disrupting agricultural cycles. Erratic weather patterns and rising 
temperatures are threatening crop yields, which affect global food security. Loss of pollinators like bees and butterflies are vital for 
crops such as pumpkins and apples, but their populations are declining due to climate change and habitat loss. Without them, 
fall’s harvests are at risk, along with future food supplies. Please act locally as it impacts globally. Source: www.ecoblvd.com

http://www.ecoblvd.com
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Interim Senior Minister: Rev. Becky David, M.Div.
Interim Associate Minister: Rev. jessica young chang, M.Div.
Minister of Music: Joshua Stafford, M.M.
Interim Director of Faith Formation: Leslie Fulford
Administrative Manager: Amy Wagner
Communications Manager: Melissa Kulwicki 
Office Assistant: Pat Patterson
Business Administrator: Annette McCormick
Building and Grounds Superintendent: Kevin Salem
Custodians: Alexis Wayne, Bill McCabe, Bob O’Brien
Handbell Director: Jennifer Fry 
Wedding Coordinators: Amy Wagner, Shelly Gies, Margaret 
Cipriani, Denise Vogt
Nursery Staff: Miranda Brooks, Shelly Gies, Celecia Smith
Commissioned Minister for Social Justice: Tom Brownfield
Commissioned Minister for Spiritual Formation and Direction: 
Jacquelyn Dean
Stephen Leader and Stephen Ministry Training Coordinator: 
Wendy Kennedy 
Stephen Leader and Stephen Ministry Referrals Coordinator: 
Susie Loik
Senior Deacon: Dayna McCrary
Deacons:Fubara Braide, Stella Braide, Camilla Curren, Kelly 
Dodd, Sandra Geronimo, Dean Hafey, Jason Harrell, Brian 
Kemp, Allison Lowery, Barbara Mason, Fran Panek, Gary Seigerst, 
Thomason Smith, Martha Worth
Transition Team: Jacquelyn Dean and Nancy Loy, co-chairpersons, 
Todd Cunningham, Rev. Becky David, Gregory Halbe, Susie Loik, 
Allison Lowery, Pavan Peter, Sarah Reed, Joshua Stafford

Board of Trustees

Chairperson: Frank Cook
Trustees: Matthew Bendick, David Hogrefe, Victor John, Melody 
Leidheiser (Secretary), Janet Miller, Sarah Reed,  Hugh Schultz, 
Charlie Weaver
Church Council Leadership

Moderator: Sarah Reed
Moderator-elect: 
Treasurer: Ramona Moenter
Treasurer-elect: 
Secretary: Amanda Butler
Secretary-elect: 
Nominating Chair: Gregory Halbe
Commissioners

Church Stewardship and Church Growth: Stephen Sterrett
Church Stewardship and Church Growth-elect: Kathy Reed
Church Vitality: Antoinette Koolemans-Beynen
Church Vitality-elect: 
Communications and Technology Commission: Nathaniel Powell
Communications and Technology Commission-elect: 
Faith Formation Commission: Mariner Taft
Faith Formation Commission-elect: 
House & Grounds: Eric Klintworth
House & Grounds-elect: Fran Panek
Justice & Mercy: James Lowe
Justice & Mercy-elect: 
Music, Arts & Heritage: Jim Griffin
Music, Arts & Heritage-elect: Cheryl Hoskinson
Member-at-Large: Martha Wilson
Personnel: Neal Brower
Personnel-elect: Chris Brooks
Youth Member-at-Large: 

Church Leadership

 

First Church is a Faith Community 
† Called together by God, the Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer of life, to worship, pray and serve;
† Led by Jesus Christ, our Teacher and Savior, to learn the faith and welcome all God’s children;
† Empowered by the Holy Spirit to witness God’s love and justice between ourselves, and throughout the world.

We covenant with the Lord Jesus Christ and one another, and bind ourselves in the presence of God to live together in all 
God’s ways as revealed to us by the Holy Spirit and holy scripture. The church acknowledges that all members have the 
right of individual interpretation of the principles of the Christian faith and respects them in their honest convictions. 
In accordance with the teaching of our Lord, the church recognizes two sacraments: Baptism and Holy Communion.

Open and Affirming Statement
We, the members of First Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, Columbus, Ohio, welcome and affirm all. 
We believe we are all created in God’s image and called to love our neighbors as Jesus loves us. We believe we are many 
members, but one body in Christ, called to unite all people in God’s love. We are a community seeking God’s presence 
and love in our lives. We seek to unite persons of all ages, races, nationalities, ethnicities, sexual orientations, sexes, gender 
identities and expressions, family structures, mental, intellectual and physical conditions, economic circumstances, 
political, theological and faith backgrounds. Together in our diversity, and being empowered and directed by the Holy 
Spirit, we will “do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with our God.” (Micah 6:8) 

—Adopted September 8, 2002 by the congregation
Revisions adopted January 27, 2019 by the congregation

First Congregational Church, United Church of Christ
444 E Broad Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215 | 614-228-1741

www.firstchurcharts.org | home@first-church.org


